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Map of Lancashire’s Amounderness Hundred 


The hundred of Amounderness corresponds to today's administrative districts of Fylde, Wyre, 
Preston and part of Ribble Valley (north of the River Ribble and within the historic boundaries of 
Lancashire). It included Bispham, Blackpool, Broughton-in-Amounderness, Chipping, Cockerham, 
Garstang, Kirkham, Knott End-on-Sea, Mitton, Pilling, Preesall, Poulton-le-Fylde, Preston, and 
Ribchester. 


Wikipedia 2022 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amounderness_Hundred) 
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Introduction 


Introduction 


My research into the clog making Clegg family of Lancashire’s Fylde was inspired by the 
photograph on the cover. The premises identified as “CLEGG’S BOOT, SHOE & CLOG STORES” 
were at Town End, Kirkham, Lancashire. 


I am a North West Morris Dancer, and I remember dancing in a procession past that very spot with 
the clog-wearing Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers in the 1990s. Little did I know that we were 
dancing past a former clog shop. (It was probably a fast food takeaway at the time.) 


I wanted to learn more about the Clegg family, so started researching them in December 2021. I 
soon found that they were not only clog makers in the Fylde. Some Cleggs lived and worked in 
Preston, which — together with the Fylde — was within the Amounderness Hundred of Lancashire. I 
did consider using the title “The Clog Making Cleggs of the Amounderness Hundred”, but I think 
more people are familiar with the Fylde than the archaic term “Amounderness”. I have included an 
old map of the Amounderness Hundred to confirm its boundaries. However, the Clegg family did 
not originate within Amounderness. I have traced the Cleggs to Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire, where 
they were living in the late eighteenth century. At times they also lived in the nearby settlements of 
Bamber Bridge and Moon’s Mill (now known as Higher Walton). Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge, 
and Moon’s Mill were part of the Blackburn Hundred, and nowadays are within South Ribble 
Borough. 


From Walton-le-Dale, some Cleggs settled in other Lancashire towns and villages. They moved to 
the Fylde early in the nineteenth century, firstly to Kirkham, then Poulton-le-Fylde, Fleetwood, 
Blackpool, and other places. In Preston, Cleggs were early converts to the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, informally known as the Mormon Church. Some of them emigrated to the United 
States of America, to settle in Utah. Other Cleggs moved to Ireland, and lived in Belfast, 
Dungannon, Lisburn, and Newtownards. 


In Lancashire, the Cleggs moved with the times, and during the twentieth century came to sell and 
repair boots, shoes, and slippers, as well as clogs. 


The Clegg family lived through the “rise and fall” of clog making in Lancashire. They were active 
in the trade when nearly every town and village had one or more clog makers. They were still 
involved in the footwear business at the point there were no more full-time clog makers in the 
Fylde, but some cobblers could still repair clogs. 


I have presented my history of the Cleggs by geographical location. Chapters appear, as far as 
possible, in the order that the Cleggs first settled in particular places. I have not devoted a separate 
chapter to the migration of some Cleggs to Utah, but have discussed it in the first chapter following 
this introduction. Cleggs, or members of the extended family, also worked as cloggers in Liverpool 
and Manchester, but I have included the information in other chapters. 


This is not intended to be a complete history of clog making in the towns and villages of the Fylde. 


I am presenting only my research into the Cleggs, including in-laws, but may look at their rivals and 
contemporaries at some stage in the future. 
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Introduction 


Not all Cleggs were involved in clog making, so I have not described the lives of those who did not 
work as cloggers. Not all Lancashire Cleggs who were cloggers were related to the Fylde Cleggs. I 
will discuss the Cleggs of east Lancashire towns in another volume in due course. 


To confuse matters, the same first names appear often in the Clegg family. Henry, Jonathan, 
Matthew, Thomas and William were names that were given to males in several generations of the 
Clegg family, and sometimes cousins had the same names. Some of these people lived in more than 
one of the places discussed in this history, and therefore appear in more than one chapter. Each time 
a Clegg appears in a different place in a new chapter, I will state his place and year of birth in the 
hope that it will make it clearer which Thomas or William Clegg, for instance, I am discussing. If 
there is still any ambiguity, I will state the parentage of the particular member of the Clegg family. 
This will involve some repetition of facts, but I hope that it will help to prevent confusion. 


In researching the history of the Cleggs, I have referred to censuses, directories, parish records, the 
GRO index of births and deaths, electoral registers, and newspaper reports. For the family members 
who lived in Ireland, I have used Irish birth, marriage, and death records, where available. Some 
family trees for the Cleggs gave me useful information. As I am providing this history free of 
charge, I could not justify purchasing copy birth, marriage or death certificates, or paying to view 
the recently-released 1921 census. All of these would have provided additional details, but I think 
their omission is not critical. If anyone has additional information obtained from documents which I 
have not seen, or thinks I have made any mistakes in my text, I would be pleased to update this 
document as appropriate. 


Many people who are familiar with Lancashire clogs — shoes and boots with wooden soles — tend to 
associate them with those towns which had coal mines and cotton mills, and with some justification. 
I find the Cleggs of interest 
because they worked as clog 
makers in some less typical 
towns and villages in 
Lancashire and Ireland, the 
locations of most of which are 
shown in this map. I have 
quoted descriptions of the 
towns and _ villages from 
directories and gazetteers to 
give an impression of what the 
places were like when the 
Cleggs were living there. Some 
, facts about the towns and 
oS ; Yer villages surprised me, such as 

the presence of cotton mills in 
what seemed to be rural settlements, so I hope that the extracts are also of use to readers. 


The following map shows the towns and villages in Lancashire where members of the Clegg family 
worked as clog makers, with the exception of Liverpool and Manchester. I have assumed that most 
readers will be familiar with Lancashire’s major cities, but some might be less familiar with smaller 
towns and villages in the county’s Fylde and Furness districts. Higher Walton, shown on the map, 
was known as Moon’s Mill in the first half of the nineteenth century. 
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Map of Lancashire towns and villages discussed in the text 


Thornton by Poulton was also known as Thornton-le-Fylde. It is discussed in connection with 
Fleetwood. 


Page 3 


Introduction 
Acknowledgements 
This document has been prepared using the free LibreOffice suite, in particular Writer and Calc. 
In addition, free PDF tools at https://jpg2pdf.com/ have proved useful. 


I am grateful to the volunteers of the Lancashire OnLine Parish Clerk Project for their transcriptions 
of parish records, which are available at http://www.lan-opc.org.uk/index.html 


Advice provided by members of the Irish Genealogy Facebook group has been helpful, in particular 
the tips about free resources to assist my Irish research. The group is at: https://www.facebook.com/ 


groups/402752829736679 


The Irish Genealogy website has been a useful source of free birth, marriage, and death records, 
which would have cost me hundreds of pounds if I had bought the English equivalents from the 
GRO. See the website at https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/ 


The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) has made many directories of Belfast and 
Ulster available free of charge at https://streetdirectories.proni.gov.uk/ 


Thanks to Lennon Wylie for transcriptions of several Irish directories, which are posted online at 
https://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/Links.htm 


Some illustrations have been included courtesy of Lancashire County Council’s Red Rose 
Collections - https://redrosecollections.lancashire.gov.uk/ 


Quotations from newspapers are courtesy of the British Newspaper Archive and Papers Past (New 
Zealand). 


Sections of historic Ordnance Survey maps are included courtesy of the National Library of 
Scotland - https://maps.nls.uk/os/ 


Descriptions of the workhouses in Belfast and Medlar-with-Wesham are from Peter Higginbotham’s 
“The Workhouse” website - https://www.workhouses.org.uk/ 


In cases where I do not know the source or copyright status of some material, my assumption is that 


non-commercial use is acceptable. I would be prepared to give acknowledgement in an amended 
edition if contacted by the copyright holder. 


Page 4 


Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge & Preston 


Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge, and Preston 
(Also Liverpool & Utah) 


The making of clogs — leather shoes and boots with wooden soles — was established in several 
towns and villages in Lancashire during the eighteenth century, in some cases long before the 
Industrial Revolution with which clog wearing is generally associated. Despite the persistence of a 
debunked myth, clog making in Lancashire was not inspired by the arrival of sabot-wearing 
Flemish weavers in Bolton in 1337, or in any other Lancashire town, or at any other date. See my 
“What Did The Flemish Weavers Ever Do For Us?” for a discussion on the origins in clogs in 
Lancashire. 


Identifying when clog making was established in a particular place during the eighteenth century is 
difficult. There were no censuses to record people’s occupations, and the directories of professions 
tended to be published only for larger towns and cities, and did not necessarily record occupations 
such as clog making. In some places, church records noted occupations, and a few baptismal 
records state that a father’s occupation was connected to clog making, for example, “Cloger”. 


There are also records of performances of “wooden shoe” dances in theatres from the early 
eighteenth century onwards. It is possible that the performers wore European wooden shoes, such as 
sabots or klompen, but such wooden shoes are perhaps less suitable for stage dancing than English 
clogs. If early “wooden shoe” dancers were clog dancers, then the implication is that wooden-soled 
clogs were also available in parts of England in addition to Lancashire decades before mill workers 
wore clogs in Lancashire’s cotton mills. 


It is possible that the Clegg family in the Preston and Walton-le-Dale area of Lancashire, north and 
south of the River Ribble, were involved in clog making by the late eighteenth century, but there are 
no records of this. Two sons of Thomas Clegg became clog makers in the early nineteenth century, 
so they could have learned their trade from their father. Alternatively, they could have been taught 
clog making by another family member, or by a clog maker who was unrelated to the Clegg family. 
People do not necessarily take up a trade handed down the family for generations, instead choosing 
a trade which seemed right for them at the time. It seems unlikely that we shall ever know for 
certain that there was a history of Clegg family members making clogs before the nineteenth 
century. 


Thomas Clegg was born in Lancashire around 1761. Whether he was born north or south of the 
Ribble is not clear. A Thomas Clegg whose parents’ abode was Fishwick was baptised in Preston in 
1761. By the mid-1780s, Thomas Clegg had married Betty or Elizabeth. A Thomas Clegg of Walton 
in the Parish of Blackburn (Walton-le-Dale) married Elizabeth Smith in Preston in 1784. 
Unfortunately the groom’s occupation is not recorded. 


Ann Clegg, the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth, was baptised in Walton-le-Dale in 1785. The 
baptismal records of the chapelry of St. Leonard did not record the father’s occupation at this time. 
Matthew Clegg, son of Thomas and Betty, was baptised in the same chapel in the following year. 
He died two years later, and was buried at St. Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale. 


Henry Clegg was born in Walton-le-Dale in 1788, and was baptised there that year, recorded as 
being the son of Thomas Clegg and Betty. 
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Map of Preston and Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire, 1787 


Jonathan Clegg, son of Thomas Clegg and Betty, was born in Walton-le-Dale in 1790, and was 
baptised at St. Leonard’s that year. Three years later, William Clegg, son of Thomas Clegg and 
Betty, was baptised at St. Leonard’s. He died the following year, and was buried at St. Leonard’s, 
Walton-le-Dale. 


Brothers Henry and Jonathan Clegg survived childhood, and all of the clog making Cleggs 
discussed in this book are descended from them. 


A Betty Clegg, wife of Thomas Clegg, was buried at St. Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale, in 1795. 


In 1836, a Thomas Clegg, 76 years, of Moon’s Mill (Higher Walton), was buried at St. Leonard’s, 
Walton-le-Dale. It seems likely that this was the father of Henry and Jonathan Clegg. His sons both 
became clog makers, and it remains a plausible theory that he taught them the skill, but there is no 
evidence to support the theory. 


Henry Clegg and family 


When Henry Clegg married Ellen Cardwell in Walton-le-Dale in 1809, they were “both of this 
chapelry”, and Henry’s occupation was noted as being a Clogger. This was the first instance of a 
definite connection between a member of the Clegg family and clog making. 


Henry and Ellen Clegg’s first son, Thomas, was born in 1810. His birthplace was recorded in the 
censuses of 1851 and 1861 as being Preston, Lancashire. It is possible that the Cleggs were living in 
Preston in 1810, but they chose to have Thomas baptised in Walton-le-Dale in 1812. Henry and 
Ellen’s second son, James, was born in 1812, and James and Thomas were baptised on the same 
day. James’ birthplace in the 1851 census was Walton, Lancashire, meaning Walton-le-Dale (or its 
vicinity). 
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Margaret Clegg, first daughter of Henry and Ellen, was born in 1814 (birthplace unknown) and 
baptised in Walton-le-Dale in 1815. Unexpectedly, the baptismal record states that her father Henry 
Clegg was a Weaver of Walton. This could have been an error, or Henry Clegg might have found 
other employment temporarily. A Margaret Clegg died in 1838, and her burial record for St. 
Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale, notes that her abode was Preston. She was about twenty-four by 1838, 
so it is not clear whether the Clegg family had moved to Preston or whether she was living 
separately from them. However, I have seen suggestions, not supported by parish records, that 
Margaret Clegg married a James Sellers and died in 1830. 


Henry and Ellen Clegg’s next child was Jonathan. He was born in 1816, his birthplace according to 
the 1851 census being Walton, Lancashire. He was baptised at St. Leonard’s in 1816, his father’s 
occupation being Clogger, and abode Walton. 


Betsy Clegg, daughter of Henry and Ellen, was born in 1818. The census of 1851 recorded her 
birthplace as being Walton, Lancashire, and that of 1861 as Bamber Bridge. For some unknown 
reason, she was baptised at the Wesleyan Chapel in Freckleton in 1818. Henry Clegg’s occupation 
was noted as being Clogger, and abode Walton-le-Dale. 


Alice Clegg was born in 1820, her birthplace being either Walton-le-Dale (1851 census) or Preston 
(1861 census). When she was baptised at St. Leonard’s in 1820, Henry Clegg’s occupation was 
recorded as being Clogger, and abode Bamber Bridge, Walton. 


Henry Clegg, son of Henry and Ellen, was born in 1822, possibly in Walton-le-Dale, which was the 
abode noted on the baptismal record. He was baptised in the Wesleyan Chapel, Freckleton. The 
following year, Henry died and was buried in Walton-le-Dale. His abode had been Bamber Bridge. 


When Henry and Ellen’s next son was born in 1825, he was given the name Henry. Parish records 
seem to indicate that Henry was baptised twice, which is unusual. His first baptism was on 5" July 
1825, at the Wesleyan Chapel, Freckleton. Henry Clegg’s occupation was Clogger, and abode 
Bamber Bridge. The following day, Henry Clegg was baptised at St. Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale. His 
father was again noted as being a Clogger, and the family’s abode was Bamber Bridge, Walton. 


A Lancashire history of 1822 described the township of Walton-le-Dale as follows. 


The township of Walton-le-Dale terminates the parish of Blackburn on the south west. The 
village is in a low situation on the banks of the Darwen, which river passes through it, and 
falls into the Ribble northward of Walton Hall, and opposite Preston. ... 


Walton-le-Dale has a ready communication with Blackburn, Bolton, and Manchester, by the 
London road; and with Preston, Lancaster, and Liverpool, by excellent turnpike roads, and is 
consequently a great thoroughfare. About a quarter of a mile northward of this village, there 
is a handsome stone bridge over the Ribble, near the memorial spot where Oliver Cromwell, 
on the 17" August 1648, obtained a signal victory over the combined Scotch and English 
army under the Duke of Hamilton. 


In 1821, the township of Walton contained 254 houses, inhabited by 1071 families. Males 
2763, females 2977; total of persons, 5740. 
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Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge & Preston 
Lancashire history 1822 (extract) 
A directory of 1825 describes Bamber Bridge briefly. 
BAMBER-BRIDGE, a vill. In the township of Walton-le-dale; 3 miles SSE of Preston. 
History, Directory, and Gazetteer, of the County Palatine of Lancaster, Edward Baines, 1825 


A Topographical Dictionary of 1831 described employment opportunities in Walton-le-Dale at that 
time. “Here are three large cotton-manufactories and several printing-establishments, affording 
employment to the greater portion of the inhabitants.” The estimated number of inhabits was 7,000, 
an increase from the 5,740 recorded in the 1821 census. 


The following report from 1832 demonstrates that “shoplifting” or “anti-social behaviour” were not 
just problems of the late twentieth century. In this case, the culprits received harsh sentences for 
what might have been considered “larking around” in more recent times. 


William Banks, 18, William Taylor, 20, and Evan Whittle, 17, were indicted for stealing, at 
Walton-le-Dale, two pairs of clogs and one shoe, the property of Henry Clegg. The 
prosecutor keeps a clog shop at Bamber-Bridge, to which the prisoners were in the habit of 
going, being acquainted with the prosecutor's son. The clogs stolen were very small, and 
worth, it appeared, about 1s. 6d. a pair. The shoe was a half made one, on a last. The articles 
were found under the window shutter of the shop, the shutter having been taken down. The 
defence seemed to be that they were taken out in frolic, to plague the son. Banks, it was 
sworn, was seen coming out of the window, and the whole three were observed near the 
spot. The prisoners received good characters. The jury found them all guilty; and the 
Chairman declared the sentence of the court to be, that Taylor, (who had some years ago 
been imprisoned at the Old Bailey, Manchester,) should be imprisoned at hard labour for six 
months, and Banks and Whittle for three months. 


Preston Chronicle, 7" April 1832 


Henry Clegg’s eldest son Thomas was 21 years old at the time of this incident, and James was 19. 
Either of them could have been acquainted with the convicted trio. 


Thomas Clegg, son of Henry, married Esther Unsworth at St. Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale, in 1833. 
His specific residence and occupation were not recorded. Thomas and Esther’s first child, Henry, 
was born in 1834 at Walton, Lancashire (per 1851 census), and was baptised at Paul Street Primitive 
Methodist, Preston. Daughter Alice was born in 1836 at Walton, Lancashire (per 1851 census). Also 
born in Walton were Priscilla (1838), William (1839), and Margaret (1841). 


Jonathan Clegg, Henry Clegg’s third son, and Ellen Walmsley married in Preston in 1836. Jonathan 
was Said to be resident in the parish, but the marriage record omits his occupation. Jonathan and 
Ellen’s son James was born in Preston (per 1851 census) in 1837. The birth of their son William 
was registered in Preston in 1840, and that was probably his birthplace. 


Henry Clegg’s second son James married Ellen Salthouse in Preston in 1836. He was said to be 
resident in the parish, but his occupation was not noted. Their first child, Mary, was born in 18339, at 
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Fishwick according to the 1851 census, though later censuses quote Preston as her birthplace. Son 
William Clegg was also born in Fishwick (per 1851 census), in 1840. 


Daughter Alice Clegg married William Hodgkinson in Blackburn in 1838. The occupation of her 
father, Henry Clegg, was noted as being Clogger. As Alice’s husband was a Moulder rather than a 
Clogger or Shoe Maker, I will not document the history of her family. 


At the time of the 1841 census, the families of Henry Clegg and his sons were recorded as follows. 


Henry Clegg was living at Queen Street, Preston, with wife Ellen and children Betsy and Henry. 
Henry (senior) was a Clogger, and his son was a Cotton Weaver. 


Thomas Clegg was at Tardy Gate, Walton-le-Dale, with wife Esther and children Henry, Alice, 
Priscilla, William, and Margaret. Thomas’ occupation was Clogger. 


James Clegg was a Shoe Maker at London Road, Fishwick, Preston, and was living there with his 
wife Ellen and Children Mary and Ellen. 


Jonathan Clegg was living in Preston with wife Ellen and sons James and William. At this time he 
was a Cotton Weaver rather than a Clogger or Shoe Maker. 


Preston of the 1840s was described as follows in a Lancashire directory of 1846. 


PRESTON is a market town and river port, a borough both corporate and parliamentary, and 
a parish, in the hundred of Amoundermess; 218 miles N.W. by N. from London, 37 N.W. 
from Manchester ... 39 N.N.E. from Liverpool, 21 S. by E. from Lancaster, 20 N.N.W. from 
Bolton, the same distance S.E. from Fleetwood, 15% N. from Wigan, and 12% W. from 
Blackburn (all rail distances). It is situated on an eminence, springing from the north bank of 
the river Ribble, and is approached from the south by Walton bridge, and from the west by 
Penwortham bridge, both over the Ribble. ... 


... The cotton trade is now carried on to a very great extent, and few towns have advanced 
more rapidly, or enjoyed greater commercial prosperity. There are also some establishments 
for spinning flax; considerable iron and brass foundries, machine shops, several makings 
and breweries, and rope and tan yards. With the aid of spring tides, which flow higher than 
the bridge at Walton, vessels of two hundred tons burden can navigate the Ribble, as far as 
the quay at Preston marsh. The navigation of the river has been very much improved of late 
years, by the ‘Ribble Navigation Company’—in consequence, a very large business is 
carried on between this port and Ireland, as well as frequently with foreign countries. The 
privileges of a free port having been restored to Preston, bonding warehouses have been 
erected on the quays, and other accommodation furnished to shippers and merchants. In the 
Ribble there is a very ancient fishery, belonging to the borough, within the boundary of its 
jurisdiction; and it is famous for salmon, smelts, plaice, and eels. Preston for some years has 
possessed the advantage of railway communication. ... 


Lancashire directory 1846 (extract) 
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During the 1840s, the East Lancashire Railway Company took possession of Thomas Clegg’s 
premises, and he sought compensation from the company. 


RAILWAY CASE : COMPENSATION.—On Friday week, at the Sessions Room, Blackburn, 
before John Hargreaves, Esq., and James Simpson, Esq., Mr. T. Grundy, solicitor, Bury, 
appeared on behalf of the East Lancashire Railway Company, the case in which the 
judgment of the bench was required being a difference between the directors and Thomas 
Clegg, clogger, Walton-le-dale, in the valuation of damage claimed by the latter for the 
possession by the company of the premises of which he was tenant. Mr. Backhouse appeared 
on behalf of Clegg, who was defendant in the ease. The damages claimed by the defendant 
were £40 5s., the chief portion of the amount being on account of injury to his business as a 
clogger. Mr. G. Gorton, land valuer, Bury, stated that the property consisted of a cottage and 
garden, a pig-cote, and a small shippon, in Walton-le-Dale, and he considered £13 9s. a fair 
amount for compensation. The defendant stated in evidence that he took the cottage and land 
(one and a-half acres), from Richard Slater, at £9 a-year. He would suffer in his clogging 
business by having to leave the place. There were four or five hundred people in the 
neighbourhood, who all wore clogs, and there was no other clogger there. At Bamber-bridge 
there were other three beside himself. He had lived there for seventeen years, and had 
brought up his family on the profits of his clogging —Samuel Parker, a neighbour of the 
defendant, spoke of the excellence of the situation for the clogging business, and considered 
that it would be two-thirds better than Bamber-bridge.—Mr. William Hutchinson, of Over 
Darwen, for the defendant, valued the compensation at £27 18s., independently of loss from 
his clogging business.—Mr. James Horrocks, Bolton, valued the compensation at £14 18s. 
9d. for giving up possession, and £30 loss to the clogging business——The bench, after 
deliberation, awarded the amount of compensation to defendant at £24 5s., and adjudged the 
company to pay costs, which Mr. Grundy requested them to fix.—Mr. Backhouse made out 
a bill of costs amounting to £12 11s.—Mr. Grundy objected to any costs incurred prior to the 
inquiry before the bench—Mr. Simpson, having conferred with his colleague, fixed the 
costs at £6 6s. 


Preston Chronicle, 26" August 1848 
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Map of Walton Moss and Tardy Gate, 1846 
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Henry Clegg, at the time of the 1851 census, was 62 years old, a Clogger, living at 265 Ribbleton 
Lane, Preston. 


His eldest son Thomas was at Walton Moss, Walton-le-Dale, and was a Clogger aged 40 years. With 
him were wife Esther (41), and children Henry (17), a Clogger; Alice (15), a Cotton Weaver; 
Priscilla (13), Cotton Weaver; William (11); Margaret (9); Ellen (7); Charlotte (5); and Mary Ann 
(2). “Charlotte” was registered as Ursula at birth, and unfortunately she died in May 1851. She was 
buried in Walton-le-Dale, and her abode was recorded as having been Bashall’s Factory, an area of 
Bamber Bridge where Richard Bashall owned a cotton mill. May 1851 was a sad time for the 
Cleggs because daughter Ellen had also died in that month. She was only years old, and her abode 
was Bashall’s Factory, according to the burial record. 


James Clegg, Henry Clegg’s second son, was a Shoemaker, aged 38, at 4 London Road, Fishwick, 
Preston. His household included wife Ellen (39), daughter Mary (12), and son William. Mary was 
already a “Drawer in Factory”. A Henry Clegg, born in 1843, died aged six months, and was buried 
at Walton-le-Dale. As the child’s abode was Fishwick, I have assumed that James and Ellen Clegg 
were his parents. (The birth and death certificates would confirm details.) Daughters Margaret and 
Elizabeth had been born in 1846, but died in the same year. Son Charles was born in 1848 but also 
died that year. 
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Map of Fishwick, Preston, 1847 
Jonathan Clegg, third son of Henry Clegg, aged 34 years, was a Weaver in Ribbleton Lane, Preston, 
in 1851. See the concluding part of this chapter - Emigration to United States of America — for 
further details of his life. 
Betsy Clegg, Henry Clegg’s second daughter, had married John Gregson in 1845. The Gregsons 


were living with her father, at 265 Ribbleton Lane, Preston, in 1851. John Gregson was a Cotton 
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Factory Worker (1861 census), and as his sons appear not to have taken up clog making as their 
trade, I have not documented their lives past this date. 


Henry Clegg, son of Henry Clegg (senior), had married Hannah Eastham in Preston in 1844. The 
marriage record noted that he was a Clogger, as was his father. Henry and Hannah’s first child, 
Thomas, was born in Preston towards the end of 1844. The baptismal record noted Henry’s 
occupation as being Clogger. A second son, Israel Clegg, was born in Preston in 1849. By 1851, 
Henry, Hannah, Thomas, and Israel had moved to Liverpool, where Henry was a Clog & Patten 
Maker. This move was followed by emigration to the United States of America, and this family’s 
story of discussed in the concluding section of this chapter. 


Ae 


& 


Map of Ribbleton Lane, Preston, c1847 


James Clegg died in 1853 aged 41 years. He was buried in Walton-le-Dale, and his abode was 
recorded as Preston. His son William died in 1861. He had been a Weaver, and was twenty. His 
abode had been London Road, Fishwick, Preston. 


Thomas Clegg was listed as a Clog and Patten Maker at Cuerden Green, Walton-le-Dale, in a 
Lancashire directory of 1854. Around this time, Thomas decided to establish a clog making 
business in Belfast, Co. Antrim, Ireland. His time in Ireland is discussed in a separate chapter. 


Thomas’ eldest son Henry Clegg married Mary Holding (sometimes recorded as Holden) in Walton- 
le-Dale in 1855. His “profession” was Clogger, as was that of Thomas Clegg. 


Walton-le-Dale of the 1850s was described briefly in a Lancashire directory of 1858. 
WALTON-LE-DALE, with the villages of Bamber Bridge, Moon’s Mill, and hamlets of 
Brownedge and Cuerden Green, forms a very extensive township, and is a chapelry and 


ecclesiastical district; the chapelry also includes the township of Cuerdale. The village is 
situated 1% miles south-east from Preston, 7 north from Chorley, and 9 south-west from 
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Blackburn; is in the northern division of Lancashire, parish, hundred, and archdeaconry of 
Blackburn. 


Lancashire directory 1858 


An earlier directory, in 1854, gave a little more detail about Moon’s Mill, now known as Higher 
Walton. 


Moon’s Mill is another populous village, with two large cotton mills one of which is very 
extensive, and was erected in 1850, by Miles Rodgett, Esq., of Darwen bank. The village is 
situated on the southern bank of the Darwen, about 3 miles S.E. of Preston. 


Lancashire directory 1854 


Henry Clegg was listed as a Clogger at Moon’s Mill in a directory of 1858. In the same directory, 
Thomas Clegg was a Clogger and Patten & Clog Maker at Bamber Bridge. 


The census of 1861 confirms that Henry Clegg had moved to Moon’s Mill from Preston, and was a 
Toll Collector and Clogger, aged 72 years. 


Despite having established a clog making business in Belfast, Thomas Clegg was dividing his time 
between Ireland and Lancashire, and at the time of the 1861 census was recorded in Walton-le-Dale. 
He was a Clogger, aged fifty, and the other household members were his wife Esther (51), and 
children Margaret (19), Mary Ann (12), and Thomas (9), and granddaughter Alice (6). Alice Clegg 
(born 1855 Preston, Lancashire) was the daughter of Thomas’ son Henry Clegg. 


Thomas Clegg’s daughter Margaret married Thomas Wilkinson in Belfast, County Antrim, in 1863. 
At the time of the 1861 census, Preston-born Wilkinson was aged 19 years, and was a Clogger 
living in Blackburn, Lancashire. He was the son of Francis and Ellen Wilkinson. Before Thomas 
was born in 1841, three of Francis and Ellen’s children had died in childhood: Mary Ann (1836 — 
1837), Thomas (1838 — 1840), and John (1840 — 1840); and afterwards, Henry (1845 — 1846). In 
1851, the Wilkinsons, including Thomas and his two surviving sisters, were living at 19 Friday 
Street, Preston, where Francis was a Joiner. Living with them was Francis’ father Henry, “Formerly 
a Shoe Maker”. There appears not to have been any involvement in clog making in Thomas’ family 
before he took up the trade, though his grandfather had been a shoe maker. It is possible that he 
learned clog making from one of the Cleggs, and Henry Clegg may have had a business in 
Blackburn in the early 1860s. Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson followed the Cleggs to Ireland, and 
Thomas had a long working life making and repairing clogs in Belfast. His life there is discussed in 
the Ireland chapter. 


Henry Clegg seems not to have been recorded in the 1861 census in England, and may have been 
overseeing the business in Belfast. His wife and children, however, were lodging with the family of 
his sister Alice. 


Alice Clegg married Joseph Connell in Preston in 1859. According to the 1861 census, Joseph 
Connell was born in Clayton, Lancashire. I believe this to have been Clayton-le-Woods, rather than 
Clayton-le-Moors or elsewhere. In 1851 a Joseph Connell, aged 16 years and a Farm Labourer, was 
living with his parents John and Nancy Connell at Clayton Green, part of the township of Clayton- 
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le-Woods. John Connell was also a Farm Labourer. Ten years earlier this family had been living at 
Back Lane, Clayton-le-Woods. I am aware that some family trees have added Joseph Connell the 
Clogger to a family of Connells in Whittle-le-Woods, but I believe this to be incorrect. Joseph’s 
mother Nancy Connell died in 1858, and Joseph and Alice named their first daughter Nancy when 
she was born in Walton-le-Dale in 1860. 


The Connells were living at 2 Bamber Bridge Square in 1861, where Joseph was a Clogger. Living 
with them were their two children, Nancy and Thomas, and Alice’s sister-in-law Mary Clegg, a 
Clogger’s Wife, and her children Thomas (born Walton-le-Dale or Bamber Bridge, 1856), Priscilla 
(Ireland 1858), and Joseph E. (Ireland 1860). During the 1860s, the Connells followed the Cleggs to 
Ireland, firstly to Belfast and then to Lisburn, and their later history is discussed in that chapter. 


Mary’s son Joseph E. Clegg is a mystery. He was born around the time that Henry Clegg was 
devoting time to the family’s clog making businesses in both Lancashire and Ireland. I have not 
found a record of his birth in Ireland, or in England. However, a Joseph Edward Clegg, born in 
1860, son of Henry and Mary Clegg, was baptised in Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1861. Henry Clegg 
was a Clogger, and the family’s abode was Ordnance Street, Blackburn. Is it possible that Henry 
Clegg established a short-lived business in Blackburn before concentrating on his business in 
Ireland? I have not found any other records linking Henry Clegg the Clogger with Blackburn. Apart 
from the baptismal record and census of 1861, I have not found any further records in respect of 
Joseph Edward Clegg. I assume that he died at a young age, because Henry Clegg had a son Joseph 
born in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1863 (per 1911 census) or 1865 (per 1901 census). Unfortunately 
I have not identified a death record for Joseph Edward Clegg, whether in Ireland or England, or a 
birth record for Joseph Clegg in either country. Joseph Clegg’s earliest date of birth appears to be 
1863, but it is not impossible that he was the Joseph E. Clegg recorded in the 1861 census. Ages 
recorded in censuses were often out by a few years, so Joseph Clegg might have reduced his age by 
a few years in error. However, my assumption is that Joseph E. Clegg died between 1861 and 1863, 
whether in England or Ireland, and that Henry and Mary’s next son was given the same first name. 


Thomas Clegg’s daughter Priscilla married Charles Burrows in Preston in 1860. Charles and 
Priscilla Burrows were living in Walton-le-Dale in 1861, but as no family members worked as clog 
or boot and shoe makers or repairers, I have not documented their history. 


William Clegg, Thomas Clegg’s second son, married Martha Haworth in Belfast in 1858, and was 
probably resident there at the time of the 1861 census. His life in Ireland is presented in a separate 
chapter. 


Of James Clegg’s children, only Mary was alive at the time of the 1861 census. She was a Cotton 
Weaver, at 44 London Road, Fishwick, Preston, living with her mother. Later that year she married 
Peter Holliday in Preston. He was a Mechanic, and the occupation of James Clegg was recorded as 
Shoe Maker. 


Henry Clegg (born 1788 Walton-le-Dale) died in 1865, and was buried in Walton-le-Dale. He was 
described in the burial record as the son of the late Thomas Clegg. 


An Alice Hodgkinson, wife of William Hodgkinson, died in 1866 aged 46 years. She had been 


living at Higher Walton, and was buried in Walton-le-Dale. It seems likely that she was Alice Clegg, 
a daughter of Henry Clegg (1788 - 1865). 
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Thomas Clegg’s wife Esther died in 1868 and was buried in Walton-le-Dale. She was 59 years old, 
and her residence was in Watkin Lane, Bamber Bridge. Her husband had been trading as a clog 
maker in Belfast for a decade by this point, and her presence in Bamber Bridge confirms that 
Thomas maintained business interests in both Ireland and Lancashire. 


In 1871, Ellen Clegg, widow of Henry, was living with her unmarried sister, Elizabeth Cardwell, at 
2 Fallowfields Brow, Walton-le-Dale. Her son Thomas, and his sons Henry, William, and Thomas, 
were trading as clog makers in Ireland. Sons Jonathan Clegg and Henry Clegg had emigrated to the 
United States of America some years previously. 


Henry Clegg’s widow Ellen died in 1874, and was buried in Walton-le-Dale. She was 86 years old, 
and had been living at Margerison’s Row, Walton-le-Dale. Ellen Clegg’s death brought the 
connection between this branch of the Clegg family and Walton-le-Dale to an end, though many 
years later American descendants erected a headstone at the grave of Henry and Ellen Clegg. 


Jonathan Clegg and family 


Jonathan Clegg married Betty Sharples at St. Leonard’s, Walton-le-Dale, in 1811. Details which 
would have been useful, in particular the name of his father, his residence, and occupation, were not 
recorded. However, this Jonathan Clegg appears to have been the son of Thomas Clegg (1761 — 
1836), and the younger brother of Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865). He was probably living in Walton- 
le-Dale or its vicinity at the time of the wedding. 


Jonathan and Betty Clegg’s first child, Betty, was born in 1812 and was baptised at Walton-le-Dale 
in that year. They are named in the baptismal record, but their abode and Jonathan’s occupation 
were omitted. 


Thomas Clegg was born in Walton-le-Dale in 1814. When baptised at St. Leonard’s that year, his 
baptismal record stated that Jonathan Clegg’s occupation was Clogger, and his abode Walton. This 
is the first confirmation that Jonathan Clegg was a clogger, though he probably had been for a 
number of years by that time. 


The same details were recorded in the baptismal record of Susanna Clegg in 1816, though she gave 
her place of birth as Moon’s Mill in the 1851 census. 


Ruth Clegg was born in 1818, and her St. Leonard’s baptismal record confirms that Jonathan Clegg 
was a Clogger living at Walton. Ruth died in Kirkham in 1826, so there are no census records to 
confirm that her birthplace was Walton-le-Dale. 


Jonathan Clegg moved to Kirkham, Lancashire, in the early 1820s, and the history of his family 
continues in the chapter in which I discuss that town. From there members of his branch of the 
Clegg family established businesses in many of the towns and villages of Lancashire’s Fylde, and 
separate chapters discuss their activities as clog, boot, and shoes makers and repairers in each place. 
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Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers at Cuerden Hall, near Bamber Bridge, 1994 


In the parts of Lancashire where the Cleggs had clog making businesses, from the late twentieth 
century to the present day the majority of people seen wearing traditional British clogs have been 
folk dance performers, that is, clog dancers and North West Morris dancers. The latter wear fancy 
clogs, often with flaps decorated with brass eyelets so that bells can be attached. 


I have included photographs of North West Morris dancers performing in several places where the 
Cleggs had premises, and many of these are from the archives of the Royal Lancashire Morris 
Dancers. I can be seen in some of the photographs, and in the one above I am in the front row, 
kneeling on the right. The photographs of RLMD date from the 1980s and 1990s. In 2000 the team 
merged with another local team, Preston Royal Morris Dancers, and the new team performs to this 
day as the Royal Preston Morris Dancers. 
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Emigration to United States of America 


The history of one branch of the Clegg family has 
been recorded in “From England to Utah — The 


= = Clegg’s Journey” by Chris Christiansen, published 
sae as a PDF in 2006 (first published 2002). If you can 
From excuse the punctuation error in the title, it does 
England to contain much useful information provided by 
Utah American descendants of Lancashire’s Cleggs. I 
The found a copy online, attached to a public family 
Clegg’s tree. The PDF is 261 pages, including the cover, 
Journey etc., and it includes many details about the Clegg 


family not available elsewhere. In the following 
paragraphs I quote and comment on text from the 
book which is relevant to those Cleggs involved in 
the clog making trade. The book documents the 
history of many family members in the United 
States of America, but as most were not clog 
makers, you will have to obtain the PDF if you want 
to find out more about them. 


The author introduced his work as follows. “This is an account of the Henry Clegg, Jr. extended 
family’s conversion to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and their journey to Utah. ... 
The extended Clegg families were active participants in some of the most historically significant 
events of their day. These events included the arrival of the first Mormon missionaries in England, 
the first baptisms ... travels across the Atlantic in sailing ships, wagon trains across the plains to 
Utah ...” 


The story in Lancashire starts with Henry Clegg, son of Thomas Clegg. “Henry was born into the 
working class and worked as a clog (or shoe) maker, a skill he had learned from his father [Thomas 
Clegg]. He was educated well enough to be a good reader and have fine penmanship. He married 
Ellen Cardwell on 2 Oct 1809. They had five sons and three daughters. Their youngest son was 
Henry Clegg, Jr. The Cleggs were a religious family.” 


I have not found any evidence that Thomas Clegg was a clog maker or clogger. His children were 
born from the mid-1780s into the 1790s, but his occupation is not mentioned on their baptismal 
records, and birth certificates had not yet been introduced. Early county directories tended to list 
tradesmen based only in the larger towns and cities, rather than villages such as Walton-le-Dale, so I 
have not found him in any directories. Nevertheless, I feel that it is reasonable to assume that 
Thomas Clegg was a clog maker, and that his sons Henry and Jonathan learned the trade from him. 
I have found many examples of families in which several generations became clog makers. 
However, I am also familiar with cloggers who came from families with no previous connection to 
the trade. 


The long journey of the members of the Clegg family from Lancashire to the USA began in 1837, 
when Mormon missionaries arrived to preach in Preston. 
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“On Sunday July 23, 1837, family tradition holds that Henry Clegg, Sr. and his son Jonathan were 
in attendance at the Sunday afternoon meeting in Vauxhall Chapel [in Preston, Lancashire]. Henry 
was 48 years old and Jonathan was 21. ... This was the first public sermon by Mormon missionaries 
in England. Vauxhall Chapel was filled to capacity to hear the elders preach.” 


Clegg family tradition is also that Henry Clegg (senior) was the second man to be baptised in the 
River Ribble at Preston by the Mormon missionaries on 30" July 1837, though there is no record to 
prove this. However, a missionary’s later diary entry identified Henry Clegg as one of several 
Lancastrians who had become “Teachers” and were due to become “Priests”. “This is a very 
significant reference to Henry Clegg since no records have been found of his baptism in 1837, but 
in order to be a Teacher or Priest, he must have been previously baptized.” 


Henry Clegg’s sons Jonathan and Henry (junior) were both baptised into the Mormon Church. “At 
some point in time, Henry Clegg, Sr. left the Church but remained a deeply religious man and loved 
all of his children.” 


The book includes a transcription of a letter to the USA, written by Henry Clegg (senior) to his son 
Henry (junior) in 1856, a few months after his son Jonathan had sailed from Liverpool to America. 
The letter confirms that he was still working as a clog maker at Moon’s Mill, Walton-le-Dale, at the 
age of 68. Henry indicated that business was poor and not very profitable. He also stated that 
Thomas, his eldest son, had taken a house and shop at Belfast (County Antrim, Ireland), and was 
carrying on both there and at Bamber Bridge, Lancashire. 


Henry Clegg (junior) had been baptised into the Mormon Church in the 1830s or 1840s. “Henry 
was ordained an elder on March 26, 1853 by Thomas Wilson. For eighteen years Henry was active 
in the LDS church and met many of the Church leaders as they spent time in England.” 


“Henry also took up the profession of his father and grandfather, that of being a clog (shoe) maker. 
He had a good education and was an accomplished musician, talented at playing the dulcimer. He 
also had strong mathematical skills and liked to write poetry. Henry married Hanna Eastham on 
December 24, 1844. The next day, their son Thomas was born. The family then moved to Liverpool 
where Henry practiced [sic] his trade.” 


Son Israel Clegg was born in Preston in 1849, and Henry James Clegg in Liverpool in 1854. 
Thomas Clegg died in an accident in Liverpool in 1853, aged eight years. 


“Finally the time came when Henry Clegg, Jr. and his family could afford to immigrate to Utah. On 
March 31, 1855, they sailed on the Juventa from Liverpool. Henry recorded in his journal their trip 
from Liverpool to Salt Lake. It took six weeks to reach Philadelphia. They then traveled by train to 
Pittsburg, then steam boat on the Ohio River to St. Louis. They joined the Richard Ballantyne 
Company and went to Mormon Grove, near Atchison, Kansas. This was a gathering spot for 
immigrant companies to outfit themselves before heading out across the plains for Utah. By the 
time they arrived at Mormon Grove, the Cleggs had contracted cholera. There was an outbreak of 
cholera and many people died. Hanna died on May 28, 1855 at 4:30 pm. She was buried the next 
morning in the saint’s grave yard next to Auelia Morcer on the north side. The Ballantyne Company 
then moved on. At 6:00 pm that same day, Henry James died, also of cholera. Henry though ill 
himself, carried his dead son back to Hanna’s grave and buried Henry James next to Hanna.” 
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As Henry Clegg (junior) appears not to have continued working as a clog maker in the USA, I will 
leave his story here. He did reach Utah, and the PDF provides details of his life there. 


Henry’s older brother Jonathan and his family sailed for the USA in 1856, and also had a difficult 
journey to Utah. “They arrived in Salt Lake City on 30 November 1856.” 


“The Jonathan Clegg family was requested or assigned to go on to Iron County to settle, but 
Jonathan was reluctant to do this. According to one story, he later said in his Lancashire accent, “I 
didn’t tell ‘em I’d now’t go, but tow’d ‘em as I thought I’d tramped far enough for one season, and 
they finally said we would stop at Provo.” They moved with several other families into the old 
seminary building, which was in “a sorry looking condition.” They soon bought an old cabin 
belonging to James Daniels, in which they spent the winter of 1857. The bishop advised Jonathan to 
make wooden shoes (clogs) because of his experience in that field. He walked to Salt Lake City to 
get the proper tools and leather, 44 miles each way, and “never had any trouble with the Indians.” 


I have not found any indication that Jonathan Clegg continued making clogs in the USA. Clog 
makers from Lancashire did make a success of the trade in the States. See my “Lanky Yankees” for 
a couple of examples. 


Summary 


Descendants of Thomas Clegg believe that he was a clog maker. Though there are no records to 
confirm this, it seems a reasonable assumption. Two of Thomas’ sons — Henry and Jonathan — did 
become clog makers, as did several of their sons and grandsons. 


Henry Clegg was a clog maker in Walton-le-Dale and Preston. His son Thomas, and Thomas’ sons 
Henry, William, and Thomas, moved to Ireland where they established clog making businesses. 
Their story continues in the chapter about Ireland. Henry’s son James Clegg became a Shoe Maker 
in Fishwick, Preston, but died when he was only 41 years old. Henry’s sons Jonathan and Henry 
Clegg converted to the Mormon faith and emigrated to he USA. Jonathan Clegg is said to have 
made clogs in Utah in his early days there, but seems not to have had any long-term involvement in 
clog making in America. 


Jonathan Clegg (Thomas’ son) also started making clogs in Walton-le-Dale before moving to 
Kirkham. Members of his branch of the Clegg family traded as clog or boot and shoe makers in 
several towns in Lancashire’s Fylde, including Poulton-le-Fylde, Fleetwood, and Blackpool, in 
addition to Kirkham. Their histories are documented in chapters dealing with each town. 
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Kirkham and Wesham 


Jonathan Clegg (born 1790 Walton-le-Dale, son of Thomas Clegg) moved to Kirkham, Lancashire, 
in the early 1820s. His son Matthew was baptised in Kirkham in 1822, and the baptismal record 
shows that Jonathan was a Clogger. At that time, the market town of Kirkham was described as 
follows. 


KIRKHAM, a small handsome market town in Lancashire, situate near the river Ribble, 21 
miles south of Lancaster, 9 miles west by north of Preston, and 225 miles N. N. W. of 
London. Its inhabitants are principally employed in making sail cloth. At Bunkers Hill, 
about three miles southward, is a ford or passage over the sands and the river, at low water, 
but which requires a guide to find, in consequence of which, one is stationed here for the 
benefit of travellers. Here is a well endowed free school for three Masters, also a church of 
the establishment. Market day is Thursday, the fairs are February 4 and 5, April 28 and 29, 
and October 18 and 19, for horned cattle, and the population according to the returns in 
1821, was 2,735 inhabitants. 


Lancashire directory 1822 


THE TOWN OF KIRKHAM. 
Kirkham, the head of the township of the same name, and of an extensive parish, is a small 
handsome market town, situated partly on a gentle eminence, and partly on a plain, nine 
miles west of Preston, eight miles E. S. E.. of Blackpool, eight miles and a half S. E. of 
Poulton, and 226 miles N. W. of London. This town, which is the principal market-town in 
the Fylde, derives some importance and much benefit from that circumstance. ... 


Kirkham consists of four wide streets, the principal of which is Preston-street, on the gradual 
descent of a hill from east to west; Poulton-street, on, level ground, extending westward; 
Freckleton-street, southward; and Church-street, northward, with the church and church- 
yard at its extremity. There are some handsome private mansions in this town, particularly 
those of Messrs. Thomas and William Hornby, and Mr. Birley; and several commodious 
shops apparently well stocked with goods. The general air of the place impresses the idea of 
gentility; the inhabitants are civil to strangers, and the town is enlivened by the occasional 
appearance of the workmen belonging to the sail-cloth manufactories of Messrs. Hornby and 
Messrs. Birley. 


... There is a weekly market in Kirkham, held on Tuesday; and two fairs, one on Midsummer 
day for cattle, and the other on October the 18th, for small wares, Yorkshire cloths, and toys. 
The population of Kirkham has increased considerably since the year 1801. The town then 
contained 362 houses and 1561 inhabitants, and in 1821, it contained 503 inhabited house, 
517 families, and 2741 persons. 


Lancashire history 1822 (extract) 


This was a time of both sadness and joy for the Clegg family. Jonathan’s daughter Betty, who was 
11 years old, died in 1824, and was buried in Kirkham. Rachel Clegg was born in 1825, Jonathan 
being recorded as a Clogger on the baptismal record. Ruth Clegg, 8 years old, died in 1826. Richard 
Clegg was born in 1827, the baptismal record again noting that Jonathan was a Clogger in Kirkham. 
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This was also confirmed by the baptismal record of son William Clegg in 1830. Jonathan and 
Elizabeth Clegg’s last child, David, was born in 1833, and Jonathan was recorded as being a 
Clogger in Kirkham. 


In 1839, Jonathan Clegg’s oldest son, Thomas (born 1814 Walton-le-Dale) married Ellen Fare in 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire. Jonathan’s occupation was recorded as being Clogger. Thomas and 
Ellen Clegg lived firstly in Poulton-le-Fylde, and then in Fleetwood. Thomas’ career as a clog 
maker is discussed in the chapters about those towns. 


The census of 1841 recorded Jonathan Clegg as being a Clogger at Ribby Lane, Kirkham. Also 
living in the area, at Newton with Scales, was Joseph Greenwood, an Apprentice Clogger. It is 
possible that Greenwood was Jonathan Clegg’s apprentice. 


Joseph Greenwood married Jonathan Clegg’s daughter Rachel in Preston in 1843. Joseph was born 
in Newton with Scales around 1823, so was about 20 years old at the time of the marriage. Joseph 
and Elizabeth Greenwood’s first child, Elizabeth, was born in Kirkham in 1844, and Joseph’s 
occupation was noted in the baptismal record as being Clogger. Their next daughter, Margaret, was 
also born in Kirkham, in 1847. 


Kirkham was described in a Lancashire directory of 1846 as follows. 


KIRKHAM is a small, well-built market town, township and parish, in the hundred and 
deanery of Amounderness, archdeaconry of Richmond, 226 miles N.W. by N. from London, 
22 S. by W. from Lancaster, 40 N.W. from Manchester, 9 W. from Preston, and 8 S.S.E. 
from Poulton in the Fylde, of which district it may be termed the capital. This place is of 
Saxon origin, and derived its name from its church which belonged at an early date to the 
abbey at Shrewsbury. Three miles south, near the mouth of the estuary of the Ribble, guides 
are stationed, to conduct travellers across the sands to Hesketh bank, at low water—nor 
should the passage be attempted without such assistance. The principal manufactures are 
those for sacking and sail cloth; there is also a large flax-mill and one for cotton. The 
government of the town is vested in two bailiffs chosen annually; and the magistrates for the 
district meet every alternate Tuesday. The court of requests here, has been rendered 
inoperative by the New County Court Act for the recovery of debts not exceeding £20. 
Kirkham being included in the fourth circuit of towns. 


Lancashire directory 1846 


Workers at the flax and cotton mills were no doubt potential customers for clogs made by the 
Cleggs and Joseph Greenwood. A map of Kirkham at this time is on the following page. The Linen 
Factory and also the Fylde Union Workhouse are visible on the map. It is possible that the 
workhouse also bought clogs for its inmates. 


Jonathan Clegg’s third son Richard married Phoebe Hayhurst in Kirkham in 1848. His abode was 


Kirkham, and occupation Clogger. Richard and Phoebe’s first daughter was born in Kirkham in 
1849, and the baptismal record noted Richard’s occupation as being Clogger. 


Page 21 


Kirkham and Wesham 


Matthew Clegg, second son of Jonathan Clegg, married Margery Billington in Preston in 1849. His 
residence was Kirkham, and occupation Clogger. Matthew and Margery’s first son, Robert, was 
born in Kirkham in 1850. 
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Map of Kirkham, Lancashire, 1845 


At the time of the 1851 census, Jonathan Clegg and his sons William and David were Cloggers in 
Ribby Lane, Kirkham. Jonathan’s married sons, Matthew and Richard Clegg, were also Cloggers 
but were living at their homes in Poulton Street, Kirkham. Joseph Greenwood, husband of Rachel 
Clegg, had moved to Manchester, Lancashire, by 1850. His son Richard was born there in that year, 
and in 1851 the Greenwoods were living at Dyers Court, where Joseph was recorded as being a 
Clogger. 


Richard and Phoebe Clegg’s second daughter, Ellen Dora, was born in Kirkham in late in 1851 or 
early in 1852. Richard’s occupation in the baptismal record was Clogger. Matthew and Margery 
Clegg’s second son, Matthew, was born in Kirkham in 1852. 


In 1853, the death of Matthew and Margery Clegg’s first son, Robert, was announced in the Preston 
Chronicle. 


On Sunday last, aged 3 years, Robert, son of Matthew Clegg, Kirkham. 
Preston Chronicle, 19" November 1853 


It is possible that Richard Clegg followed his brother-in-law Joseph Greenwood to Manchester in 
the early 1850s. Richard’s son Henry was born in Kirkham towards the end of 1853, but when the 
child was baptised in the town in January 1854, his father’s abode was recorded as Manchester and 
occupation Clogger. Unfortunately no specific address was recorded, so it is difficult to say whether 
Richard Clegg lived near to and worked with Jonathan Greenwood. I have not found any further 
records which definitely link Richard Clegg the clog maker with Manchester. However, a Jonathan 
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Clegg, whose mother’s maiden name was Hayhurst, was born in 1857 in the Barton upon Irwell 
registration district, which is near Manchester. The unfortunate child died in the same year. In May 
1857, there was the burial in Eccles of a Jonathan Clegg, aged 4 months, whose father was Richard 
Clegg. The family’s abode was Patricroft. If he had been the son of Richard and Phoebe Clegg, this 
loss might have prompted their return to the Fylde area. 


If Richard Clegg lived in the Patricroft or Eccles area to the west of Manchester, it is unlikely that 
he had a working partnership with Joseph Greenwood, who lived in the Deansgate area of 
Manchester. I will summarise the life of the Greenwood family in Manchester before returning to 
the Cleggs of Kirkham. 


Map of Dyers Lane & Dyers Court, Manchester, 1840s 


The Greenwoods lived in an area of Manchester off Deansgate. It was redeveloped in later years. It 
was not the healthiest of places to live. The Manchester Times of 4" October 1854 reported that 
James Hyde, a corporation nightsoil man of No. 1 Dyer’s Passage, Dyer’s Lane, Deansgate, had 
died of cholera. “The house is situated in the centre of a number of ashpits which contain stagnant 
water, emitting an offensive stench. We understand that the attention of the nuisance inspector has 
been called to the place.” 


Joseph and Rachel Greenwood’s second son, David, was born in Manchester in 1857. In the 1861 
census, Joseph was a Clogger at 7 Dyers Court, Manchester. The last child of Joseph and Rachel, 
Susannah Greenwood, was born in Manchester in 1862. Joseph Greenwood seems to have died 
during the 1860s, as he does not appear in the 1871 census or other records such as directories. In 
fact, Rachel Greenwood was a widow living at 7 Dyers Lane in the 1871 census. Her son Richard, 
the grandson of Jonathan Clegg, had become a Clogger by 1871. That year’s census shows that he 
was living with his grandfather in Lytham. Later that year, he married Alice Latus in Manchester. 
The marriage record noted that his residence was 7 Dyers Lane, and that he was a Clogger. Alice’s 
father, Gabriel Latus, was a Shoemaker. Richard Greenwood was listed as a Clogger at 6 & 8 Dyers 
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Lane, Deansgate, in a directory of 1873. Richard and Alice’s daughter Mary was born in 
Manchester in the same year, and Richard’s occupation was recorded as Clogger. Their second 
daughter Rachel was born in 1875, and again Richard was recorded as being a Clogger. A directory 
of 1877 listed Richard Greenwood as a Clog & Patten Maker at 6 & 8 Dyers Lane, Deansgate. His 
son Joseph Greenwood was born in Manchester in that year, and Richard was a Clogger in the 
baptismal record. In 1879, Richard Greenwood was again listed as a Clog & Patten Maker in a 
directory. In the same year, the birth of his son Gabriel was registered in Salford, but in the 
baptismal record his abode was given as Manchester, and Richard’s occupation was Clogger. 
Unfortunately Gabriel Greenwood’s death was also registered in Salford later in 1879, though the 
burial was in Manchester. The census of 1881 recorded Richard Greenwood as a Clogger in Dyers 
Lane, Manchester. Richard and Alice’s third son, Richard, was born in Manchester in 1881, but died 
later the same year. Their last child, Richard Gabriel Greenwood, was born the following year in 
Manchester. A directory of 1883 listed Richard Greenwood as a Clog & Patten Maker at 3 Dyers 
Lane, Fleet Street, Deansgate, Manchester. He also appeared in a directory of 1886 at the same 
address with the same occupation, but had died at 32 North-James-Henry Street, Salford, in October 
1885. As far as I can tell, no other members of the Greenwood family became clog makers in 
Manchester of Salford, so Richard Greenwood, Jonathan Clegg’s grandson, appears to have been 
the last member of the extended Clegg family to have worked in the trade in that part of Lancashire. 


Jonathan Clegg’s son William married Agnes Dodding in 1854. William and Agnes Clegg’s first 
child, Thomas, was born in Kirkham later the same year. 


In a Lancashire directory of 1855, Jonathan Clegg was listed as a Clog Maker at Moor Lane, 
Kirkham, and his son Matthew was a Clog Maker at Poulton Street. 


William and Agnes Clegg’s first daughter, Elizabeth, was born in Kirkham in 1856. 


In 1858, Jonathan Clegg was listed as a Clogger and a Patten & Clog Maker at Wrang Way, 
Kirkham. Matthew Clegg appeared with the same occupations at Poulton Street, Kirkham. 


Richard Clegg died in Kirkham in 1858, aged 31 years. His widow, Phoebe, remained in Kirkham 
for a number of years. She was listed there in the 1861 and 1871 censuses, but in 1881 was living in 
Manchester with her son Henry. Henry Clegg’s occupation was Cotton Spinner, so he had not taken 
up the Clegg family trade of clog making. He had returned to Kirkham by 1882, and died there in 
that year. By 1891, Phoebe had returned to the Fylde and was living in Freckleton, near Kirkham, in 
that year’s census. She died in 1900. 


Ellen Clegg, the second daughter of William and Agnes, was born in Kirkham in 1858. 


Matthew Clegg was listed in the 1860 electoral register for Kirkham at Poulton Street. It is possible 
that his father Jonathan had moved to Great Eccleston by that year, because he was resident there at 
the time of the 1861 census. In 1861, Matthew Clegg was a Master Clogger at Poulton Street. 
Living in Matthew’s house was Apprentice Clogger John Titterington, aged 16 years. Matthew’s 
brother William Clegg was also a Master Clogger, and was living at Moor Lane, Kirkham, in 1861. 
He had an Apprentice Clogger, aged 19 years,called Robert Hodgkinson. 
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Though Jonathan Clegg’s youngest son David had been a Clogger in 1851, by 1861 his life had 
taken a different direction. He had become an Independent Minister, and was living in Selby, 
Yorkshire. 


Also working as a clog maker in Kirkham by the 1860s was Jonathan Harrison. Jonathan was born 
in Kirkham in 1840, and was the son of Robert Harrison and Susanna Clegg. Susanna was the 
daughter of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879), and her clog making brothers Thomas, Matthew and 
William were uncles of Jonathan Harrison. Jonathan married Mary Fielding in 1860, and their first 
child, Robert, was born in Kirkham in 1861. In that year the Harrisons were living in Poulton Street, 
Kirkham, and Jonathan was a Clogger. Jonathan and Mary Harrison’s daughter Frances was born in 
Kirkham in 1862, and Jonathan’s occupation was recorded as Master Clogger. Later in the 1860s, 
the Harrisons moved to Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire, and then to Dalton-in-Furness. Jonathan 
Harrison’s life in those Lancashire towns is discussed in a separate chapter. 


Two advertisements were placed on behalf of William Clegg in 1864. 


NOTICE.—The Creditors of WILLIAM CLEGG, formerly of Kirkham, Clogger, but now of 
Ireland, are requested forthwith to send particulars of their claims to Messrs. BANKS and 
DEAN, Solicitors, Preston. 


Preston Herald, 2" July 1864 

NOTICE.—With a view to a Compromise.—The creditors of WILLIAM CLEGG, formerly of 
Kirkham, Clogger, but now of Ireland, are requested forthwith to send the particulars of their 
claims to Messrs. BANKS and DEAN, Solicitors, Preston. 


Preston Chronicle, 9" July 1864 


William Clegg and family had moved to Dungannon in Ireland. Other members of the Clegg family 
had set up in business in Belfast in the 1850s, and it is possible that this inspired William Clegg to 
relocate. I discuss the experiences of the Clegg family in Ireland in a separate chapter. 


A Lancashire directory of 1869 listed Matthew Clegg as a Clog and Patten Maker in Poulton Street, 
Kirkham. The electoral register of 1870 included him at the same address. 


James Harrison, the youngest son of Susanna Clegg, was born in Kirkham in 1846. He married 
Elizabeth Nixon in Kirkham in 1869. His residence was in Ribby with Wrea, near Kirkham, and his 
occupation was Clogger. He seemed destined to follow the Clegg family trade of clog making, but 
regrettably he died early in 1871 and was buried in Kirkham. 


The census of 1871 recorded Matthew Clegg at 91 Poulton Street, Kirkham. By then he was 49, and 
was a Clogger employing one boy. His son Matthew, aged 18, was not following the Clegg family 


trade, but instead was recorded as being an Ironmonger at the same address. 


In 1873, Matthew Clegg of Kirkham was recorded as owning four acres of land, which had “Gross 
Estimated Rental” of £100 16s. 
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Jonathan Clegg spent a number of years living away from Kirkham, in Great Eccleston and Lytham, 
but had returned to Kirkham by the mid-1870s. The death of his wife Elizabeth was announced in 
the Preston Herald in 1876. 


CLEGG -— April 25, at Kirkham, Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Jonathan Clegg, clogger, aged 83 
years. 


Preston Herald, 29" April 1876 


Elizabeth Clegg was buried in Kirkham, and the burial record confirmed that she had been a 
resident of Kirkham. 


Also in 1876, the death of Matthew Clegg’s wife Margery was announced in the Preston Chronicle. 
On the 9th inst., at Kirkham, Margery, wife of Mr. Matthew Clegg, clogger, aged 53. 
Preston Chronicle, 15" July 1876 


Towards the end of the following year, Matthew Clegg married Rachel Goulding Lund in Kirkham. 
He was a Clogger of Kirkham, 54 years old, son of Jonathan Clegg, Clogger. 


Matthew Clegg’s son Matthew, born in Kirkham in 1852, married Susannah Jane Bradley in 1876. 
Their first child, William Bradley Clegg, was born in Kirkham in 1877, and their second son, 
Matthew, in the following year. Unfortunately Matthew died in 1879 when he was only 7 months 
old. 


On Jany. 24th, at Poulton-street, Kirkham, Matthew, son of Mr. Matthew Clegg, aged 7 
months. 


Preston Pilot, 29" January 1879 


Matthew Clegg (junior) had set up as an Ironmonger in Lytham, but things were not running 
smoothly by 1878. The Liverpool Mercury on 18" September 1878 reported that the partnership 
Hesketh and Clegg, ironmongers and general furniture dealers, of Lytham, had been dissolved. On 
11" December 1878 the same title reported a petition for liquidation by arrangement, as follows. 


James Hesketh, Lytham, ironmonger, trading as Hesketh and Co., formerly trading in 
partnership with Matthew Clegg, at Lytham, as Hesketh and Clegg. 


The Liverpool Mercury and the Bolton Evening News both reported on 28" December 1878 the 
following liquidation by arrangement. 


Matthew Clegg, jun., Kirkham, trading in partnership with Matthew Clegg, senr., as 
ironmongers, under the style of Matthew Clegg and Son, formerly trading in partnership 


with James Hesketh, at Lytham, as Hesketh and Clegg. 


It seems that Matthew Clegg the Ironmonger set up in business with his father, Matthew Clegg the 
Clogger, but that partnership was no more successful than the previous one with James Hesketh. 
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Towards the end of the 1870s, William Clegg returned to Kirkham from Dungannon, Ireland. 
William’s son Thomas married Elizabeth Spencer in Halifax, Yorkshire, in 1876. (Thomas Clegg 
later moved to Blackpool, and his life in that town is discussed in a separate chapter.) William and 
Agnes Clegg’s daughter Norah Jane was born in Kirkham in 1878. 


The death of Jonathan Clegg in Kirkham was announced in 1879. 
On the 13th inst., at 6, Clegg-street, Kirkham, Jonathan Clegg, aged 90. 
Preston Chronicle, 19" April 1879 


On April 13th, Jonathan Clegg, of Kirkham, aged 90 years, father of the Rev. D. Clegg, of 
Clitheroe. 


Preston Herald, 23" April 1879 


Clegg Street linked Poulton Street with Marden Street, and probably took its name from the Clegg 
family because of the property they owned there. The Rev. D. Clegg was Jonathan Clegg’s youngest 
son David, now living in Clitheroe. After Selby, he had been an Independent Minister in Boston 
Spa, Yorkshire, and returned to Lancashire during the 1870s. 


The death of Matthew Clegg the Ironmonger (born 1852 Kirkham, son of Matthew Clegg, born 
1822 Kirkham) was announced in 1879. (His age was reported incorrectly in the Preston 
Chronicle.) 


On June 2nd, at Kirkham, Mr. Matthew Clegg, Clifton-street, Lytham, aged 26 years. 
Preston Pilot, 4 June 1879 

On the 2nd inst., at 93, Poulton-street, Kirkham, Matthew Clegg, aged 23. 

Preston Chronicle, 7 June 1879 


The older Matthew Clegg was listed in the electoral register for 1880 at Poulton Street, Kirkham. A 
year later, he was recorded in the census as being a Clogger at 93 Poulton Street, Kirkham, and his 
brother William was a Clog Maker at 107 Poulton Street. They were listed at the same addresses in 
the electoral register of 1889. 


In the census of 1891, Matthew Clegg was a Clogger at 93 Poulton Street, described as a Clog 
Shop. At 107 Poulton Street, also described as a Clog Shop, were William Clegg and his sons 
William Henry and David Alexander, all described as Cloggers. William’s two sons were both born 
in Ireland, as was William D. Rowan, Clogger-Apprentice, William’s grandson (Elizabeth’s son). 


The electoral register of 1894 included Matthew Clegg at 93 Poulton Street, and William Clegg at 


107 Poulton Street, Kirkham. A Lancashire directory for 1895 listed the two brothers at the same 
addresses, and both were Cloggers. 
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Map of Kirkham, Lancashire, 1892 


The Cleggs were by no means the only Cloggers in Kirkham and its vicinity. A Lancashire directory 
for 1895 listed the following. 


CLOGGERS. 
Bagot John, Station road 
Billington Robert, Garstang rd. Wesham 
Clegg Matthew, 93 Poulton street 
Clegg William, 107 Poulton street 
Dewhurst Richard, Marsden street 
Fitton John J. Garstang road, Wesham 
Kirkham William, 25 Church street 
Peers John, Garstang road, Wesham 
Rawstron Thomas, Freckleton 
Wright. R. 3 Freckleton street 


Lancashire directory 1895 


Nowadays there are only a few clog makers in the whole of Britain, so this list for one Lancashire 
market town and neighbouring settlements is impressive. 


William Henry Clegg (born 1868 Dungannon, County Tyrone, Ireland, son of William Clegg) 
married Jane Benson in Kirkham in 1896. His address was 107 Poulton Street, and occupation 
Clogger. William Henry and Jane Clegg’s first child, William, was born in Kirkham the same year. 
The couples subsequent children were Edith Agnes (1898), Thomas (1900), Ernest (1902), Sarah 
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Ellen (1904) Lily (1905), Harry (1907), Richard (1909), and Hilda (1915). All were born in 
Kirkham, or had their births registered in the Fylde district. 


Matthew Clegg’s second wife died in Kirkham in February 1896. 
During 1896, a property in Poulton street, Kirkham, was advertised to let by Matthew Clegg. 


TO BE LET, DWELLING-HOUSE and SHOP, with off spirit and wine license, in Poulton- 
street, Kirkham; together with Warehouse adjoining and Stable in rear—Apply, Mr. M. 
Clegg, Poulton-street, Kirkham; or Mr. Bradley, Layton Villa, Blackpool. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 24" April 1896 


It was advertised again later in 1896. It is not clear whether a tenant had not been found, or whether 
the tenant vacated the property after a few months so that it was available again. 


TO BE LET, HOUSE AND SHOP, newly decorated, with two-storey Warehouse adjoining, 
and two-stalled Stable and Coachhouse, with loft over, in Poulton-street, Kirkham; rent, 
£35.—Apply, Mr. Matthew Clegg, Poulton-street. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 14'" September 1896 


Matthew Clegg died at 93 Poulton Street, Kirkham, in January 1899. His wife and two sons had 
died in earlier years, so the administrators of his estate included “Richard Dewhurst and Jonathan 
Clegg cloggers”. Richard Dewhurst was listed as a Clogger at Marsden Street, Kirkham, in the 
directory of 1895. As Marsden Street runs parallel to Poulton Street, and is joined to it by Clegg 
Street, Clegg and Dewhurst would have known each other well. As for Jonathan Clegg, he would 
have been the Jonathan Clegg (born 1841 Poulton-le-Fylde, the son of Thomas Clegg (1814 — 
1892), brother of Matthew Clegg) who was a Clogger in Fleetwood at the time of Matthew Clegg’s 
death. 


William Clegg appeared in the electoral register for 1900 at 107 Poulton Street, Kirkham, and at the 
same address in the following year’s census. He was aged 70, and his occupation was Clog Maker. 
Also living with William in 1901 was Alfred Rowan, aged 17, a Clogger-Apprentice, born in 
Ireland. He was Elizabeth Clegg’s son, and William’s grandson. He did not stay in the trade. 


William’s sons were also recorded in the 1901 census. William Henry (as “Henry”) at 11 Moor 
Street, and David Alexander (as “David A.”) at 37 Poulton Street, Kirkham. Both were Cloggers. 


Also in the 1901 census, Jonathan Harrison (grandson of Jonathan Clegg 1790 — 1879) had returned 
to Kirkham from Dalton-in-Furness. Aged 60 years, he was living at 31 Station Road, and was a 


Clog Maker. He was a boarder at this address, and the census noted that he was a widower. 


The following advertisement in the name of Henry Clegg was probably placed by William Henry 
Clegg. It seems likely that he was called Henry to distinguish him from his father, William Clegg. 
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TO BE LET, HOUSE, with four acres of land; suitable for poultry farm; shippon and 
stabling near the door. Piggeries and Hay Stack for Sale—Henry Clegg, Clogger, Poulton- 
street, Kirkham. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 30 November 1904 


[William] Henry Clegg was listed as a Clogger at 37 Poulton Street, Kirkham, in a Lancashire 
directory of 1905. 


Eight years after the death of Matthew Clegg (1822 — 1899), the trustees of his estate announced 
that a number of properties would be sold by auction. The list indicates that Matthew Clegg had 
owned more property assets than would have been typical for a Clogger in a small town. The shop 
occupied by [William] Henry Clegg, 93 Poulton Street, was offered for sale. 


BY ORDER OF THE TRUSTEES for Sale under the will of the late Mr. MATTHEW 
CLEGG. 


VALUABLE SHOPS, DWELLING-HOUSES, and BUILDING LAND at KIRKHAM, and 
LAND at NEWTON-WITH-SCALES, near Kirkham. 


To be Sold by Auction, by 
MR. ROBERT MOSS. at the ST. GEORGE HOTEL, KIRKHAM, on WEDNESDAY, 14th 
day of August, 1907, at 6 30 o'clock in the Afternoon, subject to the General Conditions of 
Sale of the Blackpool, Fleetwood, and Fylde District Law Society, and the special conditions 
to be then produced: 


Lot 1 All that SHOP and DWELLING-HOUSE. No. 93, POULTON-STREET, KIRKHAM, 
occupied by Mr. Henry Clegg, Clogger. Gross rental, £18. 


Lot 2. All that SHOP and DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 91, POULTON-STREET, occupied by 
Mr. John Hoffman, Barber. Gross rental, £14. 


Lot 3. All that SHOP and DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 89, POULTON-STREET, and No. 2, 
CLEGG-STREET, KIRKHAM, occupied by Mr. James Worthington, Boot and Shoe Maker. 
Gross rental, £15 


Lot 4. A DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 4, CLEGG-STREET, occupied by Mr. Hartley. Gross 
rental, £6 18s 8d. 


Lot 5. All those TWO DWELLING-HOUSES, situate and being known as Nos. 6 and 8, 
CLEGG-STREET, occupied by Mr. John Ward and Mr. James Worthington. Gross rental. 
£18 4s. 


Lot 6. All those TWO DWELLING HOUSES, situate and being known as Nos. 10 and 12, 


CLEGG-STREET, occupied by Mr. Richard Wilding and Mrs. Jane Threlfall. Gross rental, 
£18 4s. 
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Lot 7. All that SHOP and DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 14, CLEGG-STREET, and a 
DWELLING-HOUSE. No. 21, MARSDEN STREET, KIRKHAM, occupied by Mr. J. T. 
Burton and Mr. Michael Gallagher. Gross rental, £19 4s 4d. 


Lot 8. All those TWO DWELLING-HOUSES, situate and being known as Nos. 17 and 19. 
MARSDEN-STREET, occupied by Mr. James Clarkson and Mr. Wm. Aspin[?]. Gross 
rental, £17 6s 8d. 

Lot 9. A DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 34, ORDERS-LANE, KIRKHAM. occupied by Mr. 
John Gardner. Gross rental. £9 10s 3d. 


Lot 10. A DWELLING-HOUSE, No. 1. SOUTH VIEW, off Orders-lane, occupied by Mr. 
James Henry Ford. 


Lot 11. A PLOT of BUILDING LAND, situate in ORDERS-LANE, containing 3a. 2r 11p., 
or thereabouts, occupied by Mr. James Henry Ford. 


Gross rental of Lots 10 and 11, £20. 

Lot 12. A CLOSE of LAND, called “MIDDLE FIELD,” containing 6a. Or. 20p., statute 
measure, or thereabouts, situate in NEWTON-WITH-SCALES. occupied by Mr. Wm. 
Wilson. Gross rental, £9. 

Lot 13. A CLOSE of LAND, called “BROAD MEADOW,” containing 1a. Ir. 6p., statute 
measure, or thereabout, situate at NEWTON-WITH-SCALES, occupied by Mr. Wm. Sudell. 


Gross rental, £3. 


Lot 14. 30 £3 SHARES, £1 5s paid, in the FYLDE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD, 
KIRKHAM 


The Property is freehold and free from ground rent, will be Sold by Plan, and may be viewed 
by permission of the tenants. 


For further particulars, and to inspect plan, apply to the Auctioneer, Mayfield, Kirkham; Mr. 
Jonathan Clegg, West-view, Fleetwood; Mr. John Hall, Incorporated Accountant, Poulton- 
street, Kirkham; Mr. Bertram Drummond, Architect and Surveyor, Albert-square, 
Fleetwood; or to the undersigned, who will give inspections of conditions of sale. 

J. R. GAULTER, Solicitor, Kirkham and Fleetwood. 
26th July 1907. 
Preston Herald, 3" August 1907 


A Lancashire directory of 1905 listed Fylde Manufacturing Co. Limited at Orders Lane, Kirkham, 
and indicated that it produced fine twills on 582 looms. 


Jonathan Clegg of West View, Fleetwood, was the nephew of Matthew Clegg. 
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William Clegg (born 1830 Kirkham) died in 1907. 


In 1910, [William] Henry Clegg was advertising for a Clogger. His premises were in that part of 
Poulton Street also known as Town End. 


To Cloggers._Wanted, good, all-round SEATSMAN; must be quick.—H. Clegg, Town End, 
Kirkham. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 19 November 1910 


The census of 1911 recorded William Henry Clegg as a Clogger at 108 Town End, Kirkham, also 
known as 108 Poulton Street. By this time, his son William, aged 15 years, was also a Clogger at 
this address. William Henry’s brother David Alexander Clegg was a Master Clogger in Freckleton 
in 1911, and his time there is discussed in a separate chapter. 


During the nineteenth century, and at the beginning of the twentieth, 108 Poulton Street had been a 
public house or hotel, known as the New Bull Inn. In the 1890s, the landlord had been William 
Salthouse. When he married Alice Marquis in 1877, he was a farmer’s son, originally from 
Greenhalgh with Thistleton, Lancashire. Her father was a publican or innkeeper. William Salthouse 
then took up that trade, and was a publican in Kirkdale, Liverpool, in 1881. By 1891, the Salthouse 
family was back in Kirkham, and William was publican at 108 Poulton Street. However, things took 
a turn for the worse, and in 1901 William Salthouse was a labourer/navvy, living in Station Road, 
Kirkham. When Salthouse left the New Bull Inn is not clear, but the property was advertised for 
sale in 1903 as follows: 


WEDNESDAY NEXT. 
VALUABLE FREEHOLD PROPERTY, situate in 
KIRKHAM, Lancashire. 
MR. ROBERT CROSS will sell by Auction, at the SWAN HOTEL KIRKHAM, in the 
County of Lancaster, on WEDNESDAY, the 1st day of April, 193. at Three o'clock in the 
Afternoon, subject to the Public Sale Conditions of the Preston Incorporated Law Society 
and to such Special Conditions as shall be then and there produced: 


All that BUILDING fronting to Poulton-street, Kirkham aforesaid, lately used as a PUBLIC- 
HOUSE, and known as the "NEW BULL INN," with the Stable, Loose Boxes, Barn, 
Shippon. Shed, Piggeries, Outbuildings and Yard belonging thereto; and also the Vacant 
Land behind the same, containing in the whole 3,122 superficial square yards or thereabouts. 


There is access to the vacant land from Station-road over a street or road called, or intended 
to be called, Matthew Brown-street. 


The property, which is freehold and free from ground rent, situate in the best part of 
Kirkham near the railway station, at the junction of four highways, and is well adapted for 
conversion into shop or other business premises. For further particulars apply to the 
Auctioneer, Moor-street, Kirkham; or to the undersigned, the Vendors’ Solicitors, at whose 
office a Plan of the Property and the Conditions of Sale may be inspected. 
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FINCH, JOHNSON, and CO., Solicitors, 
18, Fox-street, Preston; 
And at Blackpool and Leyland. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 30" March 1903 


Whether the Cleggs bought this property in 1903 is not known. Members of the Clegg family 
belonged to Christian denominations and organisations which required abstinence from alcohol. It 
is possible that they considered it worth buying the former New Bull Inn to prevent it returning to 
use as a public house. However, at present I have no evidence linking the Cleggs with the property 
before 1911. As a consequence, I accept that another business could have bought the property in 
1903, converted it to a shop, and then it became occupied by the Cleggs by 1911. What is certain is 
that 108 Poulton Street, or Town End, became the best-known of the Cleggs’ clog shops in 
Kirkham. 


Jonathan Harrison was 70 years old by 1911, and was no longer able to support himself. The census 
described him as a Clogger, but he was an inmate at the Workhouse in Medlar with Wesham, which 
had replaced the Fylde Union Workhouse in Kirkham. 
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Map of Town End, Kirkham, 1909 
Workhouses not only survived as institutions into the twentieth century, but new ones were being 
built in the early years of the last century. I am grateful to The Workhouse website for this 
description of the new Fylde Union Workhouse, where Jonathan Harrison spent his remaining days. 
The opening of the workhouse on 27th March 1907 was recorded by The Builder magazine: 
NEW WORKHOUSE, FYLDE. — On the 27th ult, the new workhouse for the Fylde Union 


was opened. The workhouse has been designed by and carried out under the superintendence 
of Messrs. Haywood & Harrison, architects, of Accrington and Lytham. It is built on the 
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pavilion system, The accommodation is for 300 persons, exclusive of staff. In the centre is 
placed the administrative building, which consists of a central dining hall, with glazed brick 
walls, and open timbered pitch-pine roof, with kitchens, sculleries, store rooms, etc., and a 
house for the master. To the right and left are the different pavilions, all communicating with 
the administrative block by a wide, covered corridor. the females being placed on the east 
side and the males on the west side. The able-bodied and aged inmates of both sexes will 
have for their accommodation two three-storied pavilions, with day-rooms and dormitories. 
A separate pavilion is provided for mothers and infants, and infirm females, and also a two- 
roomed cottage for married couples. To the rear of these are placed the laundry, bakery and 
boiler and engine and pumphouse. The infirmary buildings, consisting of a nurses' home, 
and two-story pavilions for males and females, occupy the most elevated position to the 
north of the site, and accommodation is provided for fifty patients of each sex. The vagrants’ 
block, for twenty-five tramps, is placed at the entrance to the site, with porter's office and 
living rooms to the right and left, and commanding a view of the entrance-gates. In this 
block are placed the receiving-rooms male and female & with day-rooms, bathrooms, and 
clothes stores, while a steam disinfector is also provided. The offices and board-room are 
contained in a block of buildings, comprising four large committee rooms and an entrance- 
hall. The outdoor relief office with its attendant waiting-rooms and conveniences is set back 
from the main block at the westerly end of the building, and at the opposite end is the 
registration office, with a strong-room. A feature is the water-tower, built for the purpose of 
utilising the supply of water obtained by the sinking of a well in the grounds. The heating 
throughout and the hot water supply for all purposes are worked from a central station, 
under the control of the resident engineer, and rotary pumps assist the circulation. All the 
different pavilions are in telephonic communication. The buildings are faced with 
Accrington red-pressed bricks, and stone dressings, and the work has been carried out by 
Mr. Sam Wilson, of St. Annes. 


The Workhouse website (https:/Awww.workhouses.org.uk/Fylde/) 


ham. 


Map of Fylde Union Workhouse, Derby Road, Medlar with Wesham, 1909 
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In 1912, William Henry Clegg’s son was involved in a serious motor accident. The following report 
names Harry Clegg, but states that he was 10 years old. Harry was born in 1907, so would have 
been about 5, whereas Ernest was born in 1902, and would have been 10. I do not know whether the 
newspaper got the child’s name wrong, or his age. 


MOTOR ACCIDENT. 

Last Saturday afternoon a serious accident befell Harry Clegg, the ten years old son of Mr. 
Henry Clegg, clogger etc., of Kirkham. A large landaulette, coming from Blackpool 
direction, was proceeding up Poulton street as the little fellow was crossing the road to his 
sister, who was standing on the opposite side, opposite Messrs. Hunter's shop. The car 
knocked him down and passed over him. Luckily several people were about, and he was 
picked up and carried into the shop, where Mr. C. W. Heslop. the popular manager, rendered 
first aid, and medical assistance was summoned. Dr. Wright (locum tenens for Dr. C. Court) 
was quickly in attendance, and found the boy had sustained a lacerated wound behind the 
right ear, a wound on the forehead, and several abrasions on the cheek, which was 
practically skinned. After receiving medical attendance he was conveyed to his home, where 
he is progressing as favourably as can be expected. 


Preston Herald, 20" July 1912 
A week later, the Preston Herald provided an update, and it was good news. 


HARRY CLEGG. 

We are glad to say that Harry Clegg, the son of Mr. W. Clegg, of Kirkham, who was injured 
by a motor, as reported in these columns last week, is progressing favourably, and is now out 
of danger. 


Preston Herald, 27" July 1912 
William Henry Clegg’s son Thomas died in 1912, when he was twelve years old. 


In this 1913 list of Clog Makers in Kirkham and Wesham, Henry Clegg would have been William 
Henry Clegg. 


CLOG MAKERS 
Benson, R., 15 Clegg st. 
Butler, A., 17 Station road 
Clegg, Henry, Poulton street 
Dewhurst, R., 10 Moor st. 
Kirkham, Wm., 25 Church st. 
Peers, J., 50 Garstang rd., Wesham 


Lancashire Directory 1913 
When William Henry Clegg’s last child, Hilda, was baptised in Kirkham in 1915, his occupation 


was recorded as Boot Maker. By this time, his premises at Town End were known as Clegg’s Boot, 
Shoe & Clog Stores, as shown in the following postcard of Town End, Kirkham. I used the same 
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postcard for the cover illustration, cropped to show just Clegg’s premises, whereas this photograph 
shows the full street scene. 


Postcard of Town End Kirkham, showing Clegg’s Boot, Shoe & Clog Stores 


Had the shop window been visible, clasp clogs like these would have been seen on sale. This was 
the most typical Lancashire style for most of the nineteenth century, and well into the twentieth. 


Kirkham and Wesham 


Clegg’s Boot, Shoe & Clog Stores proclaimed that it carried the largest stock of footwear in the 
district, and did high class repairs. It is also visible in this photograph of a civic procession in 
Kirkham. 


Poulton Street, Kirkham, courtesy of LCC’s Red Rose Collections 


The following report is about a boot and shoe dealer who took over William Henry Clegg’s former 
premises at 37 Poulton Street, Kirkham. Not all footwear shops on Poulton Street were successful. 
Prior to acquiring Clegg’s former shop, Wheeler, who was from Newbury, Berkshire, had been a 
Boot Shop Manager, while lodging at 30 Poulton Street in 1901, and at 35 Poulton Street in 1911. 
In the latter year, 37 Poulton Street was occupied by William Dobson, a Tailor, so stopped trading as 
a clog shop after Clegg’s move to Town End. 


KIRKHAM BOOT DEALER'S FAILURE. 


At Preston Bankruptcy Court, this morning, the examination was opened of [G]eorge Arthur 
Wheeler (41), boot and shoe dealer, 37, Poulton-street, Kirkham. 


Debtor said that in August, 1911, be took over an old-established boot and shoe business at a 
valuation of £270, paying £20 cash, and the balance by instalments of £1 per week. He had 
paid £161 altogether, out of the business. He first realised his insolvency when the war 
started, but trade had fallen off during the past two years. Up to that time he was making a 
living out of the business. Practically all the debts were for business accounts for stock, with 
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the exception of two loans from moneylenders and the balance of the purchase money. The 
net liabilities were stated at £356 3s., and the deficiency at £264 5s. 10d. 


The examination was adjourned till October 8th. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 3 September 1915 


— tes 
a | he , 


Clegg’s Boot, Shoe & Clog Stores, courtesy of Facebook group “Kirkham & Wesham Memories of 
the Past” (https:/,www.facebook.com/groups/456475531521822 


In 1923, William Clegg, eldest son of William Henry, married Dorothy Boulton in Kirkham. On the 
marriage record, his residence was given as Poulton Street, Kirkham, and his occupation, and that 
of his father, was Bootmaker. Times were changing, and the Cleggs were beginning to see 
themselves as Bootmakers rather than Cloggers. 


William Henry Clegg was listed in a Lancashire directory of 1924 as a Boot Maker, indicating that 
the emphasis of his business, based at 108a Poulton Street, had changed. 


The 1924 directory described Kirkham and Medlar-with-Wesham as follows. 
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... The manufactures of the town, cotton spinning and weaving, give employment to a large 
number of the population. There are three annual fairs for cattle, viz.: February 4th. and 5th, 
April 28th and 29th, and October 18th and 19th. The charities are very numerous. Richard 
Haighton Penney esq. who is lord of the manor, Philip Mellor esq. and William Duckworth 
esq. J.P. are the principal landowners. The acreage of the parish is 857 of land and 2 of 
water; rateable value, £13,396; the population in 1921 was 3,815. The population of the 
ecclesiastical parish in 1911 was 5,948. 


The population of the wards in 1921 was :—East, 1,533; North, 869; West, 1,413. 
Lancashire directory 1924 (extract) 


MEDLAR-with-WESHAM (or West Hampton) is a township extending from half a mile to 
2% miles north from that town, in the Fylde division of the county, petty sessional division 
of Kirkham, union of Fylde, hundred of Amounderness, county court district of Kirkham, 
rural deanery of Fylde, archdeaconry of Lancaster and diocese of Manchester. The Kirkham 
station on the Preston and Wyre branch of the London, Midland and Scottish railway is in 
this township. 

... In this parish is the Fylde Poor Law Institution, erected in 1906 at a cost of £50,000, and 
intended to hold 320 inmates. ... 


... The area of the township is 1,960 acres of land and 7 of water; rateable value, £11,964; 
the population in 1911 was 2,155, including 13 officers and 246 inmates in Fylde Union 
Poor Law Institution, and in 1921, 2,150. 


Lancashire directory 1924 (extract) 


Cotton weaving and spinning was still an important source of employment in Kirkham, and the 
Fylde Union Poor Law Institution was a notable feature of Wesham. 


William Henry Clegg’s son Ermest married Nanny Webster Harrison in 1930. In the following years 
they had two sons: William Henry (1932) and Thomas Harrison (1934). 


Jonathan Harrison, grandson of Jonathan Clegg, died in June 1930. His place of death was recorded 
as 1 Derby Road, Wesham, which address was used on birth and death certificates as a euphemism 
for the Fylde Poor Law Institution. It was no longer the workhouse, but what had changed apart 
from the name? 


Later in 1930, the Fleetwood Chronicle on 7" November reported that a suggestion had been made 
by the Fylde and Garstang Guardians’ Committee to the Committee of the Fylde Poor-law 
Institution at Wesham that a wireless should be provided for the “tramp wards”, in addition to those 
already provided for infirm inmates. 
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Map of Wesham, 1930, showing Fylde Poor Law Institution 
Later in 1930, there was a serious fire at William Henry Clegg’s boot and shoe works. 
£500 DAMAGE AT KIRKHAM BOOT AND SHOE WORKS 


... An outbreak of fire also occurred about 8 30 on Saturday night in a Kirkham boot and 
shoe works, 108, Poulton-street, owned by William Henry Clegg. Flames were seen in the 
front room of the third storey, and though the Kirkham Brigade, under Superintendent 
Coupe, quickly attacked the fire, damage estimated at £500 was done to footwear and the 
premises. The origin of the fire is not known. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 20" October 1930 


Though the newspaper did not mention that clogs were made at the premises, thanks to Eric Bell 
(member of “Kirkham & Wesham Memories of the Past” Facebook group) I have a photograph of 
his mother’s clogs, which came from Clegg’s around this time. The photograph of a child’s pair of 
one-bar or strap and button clogs appears on the next page. They have clog irons, also knows as 
caulkers or calkers in some places. The pronunciation of “caulkers” varied from town to town. I 


9 66 9 66 


have seen it written as “cawkers”, “cackers”, “corkers” and “cokers”, reflecting local accents. 
The one-bar style was also one of the most popular with adult women. In later years, buckles tended 


to be used to fasten the straps rather than buttons, and the style became popular with female clog 
dancers and North West Morris dancers. 
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One-bar clogs from Clegg’s of Kirkham, circa early 1930s 
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The electoral register of 1934 listed William Henry and Richard Clegg at 108a Poulton Street, 
Kirkham. David Alexander Clegg was at 7 Wellington Street. 


In 1935, William Henry Clegg was involved in a serious motoring incident in Wesham. 


WESHAM ROAD CRASH 
Kirkham Drivers Fined After Threefold Collision 


Two Kirkham motorists, John H. Boulton, grocer (28), and John Bragg, taxi driver (30), both 
of Preston-street, were summoned at Kirkham, to-day, for driving to the public danger and 
driving without due care and attention. They pleaded not guilty. 


Boulton was fined £5 and his licence endorsed for driving to the public danger, and Bragg 
fined 20s. for driving without due care and attention. Each was ordered to pay 10s. 3d. costs 


William Henry Clegg, Poulton-street, Kirkham, said he was driving his car along Weeton- 
road, Wesham, on his correct side. As he approached the junction of West-view, Boulton, 
who was coming up behind, sounded his horn and commenced to overtake. Bragg's car came 
out of West-view and there was a collision with Boulton's car. The nearside door of witness's 
car flew open and a passenger, Mrs. Davies, was thrown out on to the footpath. 


John W. Lees, Stanley-road, Wesham, a pedestrian, said there would not have been any 
accident if Boulton had not attempted to over-take Clegg. Bragg came out of West-view 
very slowly. 


Boulton thought Bragg emerged from West-view too fast for a "blind" corner. Witness could 
not avoid the impact. 


Bragg said he was driving a taxi out of West-view at a slow speed, and as he turned the 
corner was confronted with the other two cars, abreast, 30 yards away. He attempted to pull 
his taxi on to the kerb, and pulled up within a foot. Boulton, however, came on and struck 
his taxi, which was then stopped. He blamed Boulton for the collision. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 18" April 1935 


Later that year, a cyclist crashed into Clegg’s shop window. 


Kirkham Girl's Crash Into Window 


Margaret Fenton (14), of 9, Ribby-avenue, Kirkham, was cycling down Moor-street, 
Kirkham, on Saturday afternoon, when, apparently striking some obstruction, she 
temporarily lost control and crashed into the window of a boot shop, occupied by Mr. 
William Henry Clegg, Town End, Kirkham. 


The girl sustained lacerations of the face, knees and legs. She was treated by Dr. Horrocks 
and was afterwards taken home. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 16" September 1935 
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Map of Town End Kirkham, 1936 
The death of William Henry Clegg was announced in 1938. 


CLEGG.—On the 21st inst. at Town End, Kirkham, WILLIAM HENRY, the beloved 
husband of the late JANE CLEGG, aged 70 years. Interment Kirkham Parish Church 
Monday, 11 a.m. Relatives and Friends please accept this (the only) intimation. 

“Resting where no shadows fall.” 


Lancashire Evening Post, 22" April 1938 


Probate was granted to William Henry’s sons, Ernest and William, who were described as 
Bootmakers. 


By 1939, William Henry Clegg’s son Ernest had taken on the premises at 108a Poulton Street. He 
was 37 years old and his occupation was Boot Shoe & Clog Dealer Master Repairer. William Clegg, 
William Henry’s eldest son, was also in Poulton Street, was forty-four, and a Boot & Shoe Dealer. 
Richard Clegg was 30, worked as a Boot Repairer (Master), and was living at Synwood, 
Dowbridge, Kirkham. Thirty-two years-old Harry Clegg was a Joiner Foreman at 23 Wellington 
Street, Kirkham. Finally, William Henry’s brother, David Alexander, was a Retired Clogger at 7 
Wellington Street, Kirkham, aged about 69 years. 


The business seems to have continued to be known as William H. Clegg & Sons or Clegg & Sons 
into the 1940s. 


A directory of 1940 listed William H. Clegg & Sons as Cloggers, and as Boot and Shoe Makers, at 
92 and 108a Poulton Street, Kirkham. 


The following advertisements for boot repairers appeared in the Lancashire Evening Post during 
1940. 
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BOOT Repairer Wanted; first-class bench-man; one accustomed to machine-finishing 
preferred._W. Clegg, 86, Poulton-street, Kirkham. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 11" April 1940 
WANTED, High-class Boot Repairer.—Apply, Clegg & Sons, Town End, Kirkham. 
Lancashire Evening Post, 13" September 1940 


David Alexander Clegg, son of William Clegg (1830 — 1907), died early in 1943. Though he had 
four sons — William Butler (born 1900), Cyril (1901), David Alexander (1902), and Leslie (1900) — 
none of them took up clog making as their trade, or any occupation connected to footwear making 
or repairing. In 1939, William Butler Clegg was a Railway Telegraph Linesman; Cyril was a Motor 
Lorry Driver (in Burnley); David Alexander was employed in Coal Bagging for a Merchant (in 
Poulton-le-Fylde); and Leslie was a Market Gardener’s Labourer. 


The Cleggs continued making and selling clogs in Kirkham after the Second World War. Alan 
Gardner did his apprenticeship in making clogs at the Town End shop in the early 1950s. People 
still remember having clogs from Clegg’s shop. 


Emest Clegg died in November 1968. By then he had been living at 35 Dowbridge, Kirkham. 


Map of Kirkham, Lancashire, 1968 


William Clegg (born Kirkham 1896) died in 1974. His brother Harry died in 1978. Richard Clegg 
died in 1979. The burial record gave his address as 108 Poulton Street, Kirkham. He seems to have 
been the last member of the Clegg family to be associated with their famous premises at Town End, 
Kirkham. 
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Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers in Kirkham, 1995 
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Thomas Clegg (born 1814 Walton-le-Dale, son of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) married Ellen Fare 
in Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire, in 1839. His occupation was recorded as being Clogger, and his 
abode Poulton. Thomas and Ellen’s first child, daughter Jane, was born in Poulton-le-Fylde in 1840. 


The census of 1841 recorded the Cleggs as living in Bull Street, Poulton-le-Fylde. Thomas’ 
occupation was Clogger. His son Jonathan was born in Poulton-le-Fylde later that same year, and 
second daughter Elizabeth in 1844. 


A Lancashire directory of 1846 listed Thomas Clegg as a Boot & Shoe Maker, in Bull Street, which 
suggests that he had already started making footwear in general rather than specialising in clogs. 
The same directory described the town as follows. 


POULTON is a market town and township, in the parish of Poulton-in-the-Fylde, and 
hundred of Amounderness, 234 miles N.N.W. from London, 48 N. from Liverpool, the same 
distance N.W. from Manchester, and 21 S.S.W from Lancaster; situated near the mouth of 
the Wyre, in an extensive district called the Fylde. It is a place of considerable antiquity, and 
previous to the customs’ business being removed to Fleetwood was a port under Preston. 
Petty sessions are held at the Golden Ball Hotel on the first Friday monthly, and a county 
court at the office of Messrs. Elletson and Thornber, on the first Wednesday in each month. 
Poulton is a polling station at the election of members to represent North Lancashire. 


Lancashire directory 1846 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire, 1844 


Page 46 


Poulton-le-Fylde 


Bull Street can be seen in the map of 1844 to the west of the Market Cross, which is at the south 
end of Market Square. The Cleggs were recorded as living in Bull Street in the census of 1851, and 
Thomas’ occupation was Clog and Patten Maker. He was 37, and gave his birthplace as Walton-le- 
Dale, Lancashire. Also living with the Cleggs was Thomas Ward, an apprentice Clog and Patten 
Maker, aged 17 years, and born in Kirkham. 


In 1855, Thomas Clegg was again listed in a Lancashire directory as a Clog & Patten Maker in Bull 
Street, Poulton-le-Fylde. A directory of 1858 listed him in Poulton-le-Fylde without quoting an 
address, and his trade was described both as Patten & Clog Maker and Clogger. 


During his time in Poulton-le-Fylde, Thomas Clegg also made clogs for customers in newly- 
developed Fleetwood, travelling there to take and deliver orders. This would have been time- 
consuming, and demand for his services from Fleetwood customers was such that he decided to 
relocate there. By the time of the 1861 census, he had moved away from Poulton-le-Fylde to 
Fleetwood, and Thomas Clegg’s story is continued in the chapter dealing with that town. 


However, Thomas Clegg appears to have maintained an interest in Poulton-le-Fylde because he is 
listed as a Clog and Patten Maker in a Lancashire directory of 1869. By that time he was probably 
overseeing the Poulton-le-Fylde business from Fleetwood. 


A gazetteer of 1868 describes the town as follows. 


POULTON-LE-FYLDE, a par. and market town in the hund. of Amounderness, co. 
Lancaster ... It is a station on the Preston and Wyre railway. It is situated near the mouth of 
the river Wyre, and contains the tnshps. of Fleetwood, Poulton, Marton, Thornton, Carleton, 
and Hardhorn. The town is a small but very ancient port under Lancaster, and is a polling- 
place for North Lancashire. ... It is also a petty sessions town; the sessions being held at the 
Golden Ball inn on the first Friday in each month. A new County Court is held at the court- 
house monthly. There is a savings-bank, also the Fylde union poorhouse. The gas works are 
situated at Breck. The parish is very extensive, and the soil of a clayey and heavy 
description, but tolerably fertile. The line of the Preston and Wyre railway passes a little to 
the E. of the town, which is much frequented in the summer for sea bathing. ... Market day is 
on Monday for the sale of corn. Fairs for cattle and sheep are held on 6th February, 13th 
April, and 3rd November. 


Gazetteer 1868 (extract) 


No members of the Clegg family of clog and boot makers seem to have been resident in Poulton-le- 
Fylde for many years after Thomas Clegg relocated to Fleetwood. Boot and Shoe Makers were 
listed under Poulton-le-Fylde and in its vicinity in a Lancashire directory of 1895, but none of them 
were Cleggs. 


The presence of the Cleggs in Poulton-le-Fylde was re-established by the arrival of Arthur Clegg. 
Arthur was born in Fleetwood in 1875, and was the son of Jonathan Clegg (1841 — 1914) and Mary 
Ann Clegg, and the grandson of Thomas Clegg (1814 — 1892). He was trading as a Clogger in Bull 
Street, Poulton-le-Fylde by the time of the 1901 census, and was listed in a Lancashire directory as 
a Clogger in the same street. 
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Arthur Clegg married Sophia Annie Whalley in 1904. Their sons Henry Whalley Clegg and Arthur 
Noel Clegg were born in Poulton-le-Fylde in 1904 and 1907 respectively. 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde 1890 (Bull Street renamed Blackpool Road) 


Electoral registers of 1908 and 1910 stated that Arthur Clegg’s residence was a dwelling house in 
Bull Street, Poulton-le-Fylde. His father, Jonathan Clegg, also qualified to be on the electoral 
register for Poulton-le-Fylde through ownership of property in Bull Street, though his principal 
residence was West View, Fleetwood. Also in the 1908 electoral register was William Bradley 
Clegg, who had properties in Holly Street, Poulton-le-Fylde and 181 West Gate, Bispham with 
Norbreck. William Bradley was born in Kirkham in 1877, and was the son of Matthew Clegg (1852 
— 1879) and Susannah Jane Bradley, grandson of Matthew Clegg (1822 — 1899), and great grandson 
of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879). Though he was a member of the clog making Clegg family, he 
appears never to have worked in the trade. Both of his parents died when he was young. In 1891 he 
was living with his grandfather, Matthew Clegg, and in the 1901 census he was described at “living 
on own means” at the age of 23. It is possible that he inherited some money, whether from the 
Cleggs or the Bradleys, and therefore never felt the urge to carve a clog sole. 


The census of 1911 recorded Arthur Clegg as being a Clogger (an employer), at 10 Bull Street, 
Poulton-le-Fylde. His household included Jack Wheatley, aged 16 years, a Clogger Apprentice from 
Nottingham. 


A directory of 1913 listed A. Clegg as a Boot and Shoe Maker, rather than a Clogger, at Bull Street. 
The 1914 electoral register again listed Arthur Clegg at 10 Bull Street. 


In 1914, following the death of Arthur’s father, Jonathan Clegg, in Fleetwood, the trustees of the 
estate advertised for sale by auction various properties in Poulton-le-Fylde. These included a lock- 
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up-shop at 7 Bull Street, and a dwelling-house at 10 Bull Street. Mr. Arthur Clegg was the tenant of 
these properties. I assume that ownership of these properties changed, but that Arthur Clegg 
remained in Bull Street for another decade. (The 1921 census would confirm the specific address of 
his residence.) 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire, 1910 


In 1924, a Lancashire directory included Arthur Clegg with the Cloggers, and his premises were 
said to be in Bull Street, Poulton-le-Fylde. That directory gave the following impression of the town 
in the 1920s. 


POULTON-LE-FYLDE, an ancient town, and formerly a port in connection with the river 
Wyre, is a township and parish, with a station on the Preston and Wyre section of the 
London, Midland and Scottish railway, 5 miles south-east from Fleetwood, 3 % north-east 
from Blackpool, 15 north-west from Preston, 48 north from Liverpool, about an equal 
distance from Manchester, 20 south-west from Lancaster and 234 from London, in the Fylde 
division of the county, petty sessional division of Kirkham, hundred of Amounderness, 
county court district of Blackpool, union and rural deanery of Fylde, arch-deaconry of 
Lancaster and diocese of Manchester. The parish is governed by an Urban District Council 
of twelve members, formed April 9, 1900, under the provisions of the Local Government 
Act, 1895 (56 and 57 Vict. ch. 73). A mile distant from here is Shard Bridge, a structure of 
iron, carried on pillars and crossing the river to Hambleton. The town is lighted with gas 
from works in Station road, erected in 1851, and in 1885 new mains were laid down. The 
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works were purchased by the Urban District Council in 1903. The parish is supplied with 
water by the Fylde Water Board. ... 


Lancashire directory 1924 (extract) 


The long association between the Cleggs and Bull Street came to an end by the mid-1920s. Arthur 
Clegg’s 1925 invoice gives the new address of his Boot, Shoe, Clog Stores as 13 Church Street, 
Poulton-le-Fylde. In the following year, A. Clegg advertised a garden roller for sale from the same 
address. 
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1925 Arthur Clegg invoice, courtesy of Susan Donaldson 


The electoral register of 1934 listed Arthur Clegg, Henry Whalley Clegg, and Arthur Noel Clegg at 
13 Church Street, Poulton-le-Fylde. In the map on the following page, Church Street can be seen 
running northwards from the Market Place to Ball Street. In a directory of 1934, Arthur Clegg was 
listed at 13 Church Street both as a Boot & Shoe Dealer and a Clogger. Poulton-le-Fylde’s other 
Clogger at that time was James Bradbury, at 2 Tithebarn Street. 


By 1939 Arthur Clegg had retired as a Clogger. In that year he was living with his two sons at 13 


Church Street. Henry W. Clegg was a Boot & Shoe & Clog Dealer / Clog Maker, and Arthur N. 
Clegg a Boot & Shoe Repairer. 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire, 1937 


The marriage of Henry Whalley Clegg to Margaret Cooper in 1942 was reported in the Fleetwood 
Chronicle. 


Has Poulton Bridegroom 


MISS Margaret Cooper, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Cooper, of Carr-road, Fleetwood, 
wore a saxe-blue tailored costume with navy-blue accessories and a spray of pink carnations 
for her wedding on Tuesday to Mr. Henry Whalley Clegg, of Poulton-le-Fylde. 


The bridegroom is the elder son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Clegg, of Church-street, Poulton, and 
he is a partner of Messrs. A. Clegg and Sons, one of the oldest firms of shoe dealers in the 
Fylde. 


His brother, Mr. Arthur Noel Clegg, was best man, and his cousins, Mr. Jack Pilkington, of 
Blackpool, and Mr. Leslie Cooke, of Fleetwood, were groomsmen. 


The bride's cousin, Miss Gertrude Croft, of Buxton, was bridesmaid. Her dusty-pink two- 
piece suit was worn with brown accessories, and her spray was of blue irises. 


The Rev. W. J. Tubb officiated at Fleetwood Wesley Church, and the bride was given away 
by her father. 


After a reception in Fleetwood Marine Hall the couple left for their honeymoon in the Lake 
District. 
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The bride travelled in a fawn tweed travel coat over a duck-egg-blue silk dress. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 8" May 1942 


Henry Whalley and Margaret Clegg moved to Fleetwood. They were living at 68 Carr Road, 
Fleetwood, when Henry Whalley died in 1952. He was only 47. 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde 1938 (published after Second World War) 
Arthur Clegg died at 13 Church Street, Poulton-le-Fylde, in 1954, aged 78 years. His remaining son, 


Arthur Noel, was granted administration of the estate, and was described as a “boot and shoe 
specialist” in the probate record. 


DIED AFTER GOLDEN WEDDING 


TWO months after celebrating his golden wedding, Mr. Arthur Clegg, of Church-street, 
Poulton, died at his home on Sunday. He had been in failing health for two years. 


Mr. Clegg, who was 78, would have celebrated his 79th birthday on Monday. 


He was born and educated in Fleetwood and went into his father's boot and shoe business 63 
years ago. 


The business was started by his father, the late Mr. Jonathan Clegg, in 1830 in Fleetwood 
and Poulton. 


Mr. Arthur Clegg was well known to Fylde farmers, for whom he used to make farm 
footwear. 
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Mr. Clegg and his wife Annie were married at St. Chad's Church, Poulton, 50 years ago. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 17" September 1954 


The newspaper obituary claims that the “boot and shoe” business was started by Jonathan Clegg in 
both Fleetwood and Poulton in 1830. Arthur Clegg’s father Jonathan was born in Poulton-le-Fylde 
in 1841, so could not have started the business. His father was Thomas Clegg (born 1814 Walton-le- 
Dale), who would have been 16 years old in 1830. That seems a little young to start a business 
operating in two towns. Furthermore Fleetwood was not yet a town by 1830, though it was 
developed as one during the 1830s. As I indicated at the start of this chapter, Thomas Clegg appears 
to have established his business in Poulton-le-Fylde towards the end of the 1830s, and probably 
started selling clogs to Fleetwood customers shortly thereafter. 


The death of Annie Sophia (or Sophia Annie) Clegg was announced in 1956. 


CLEGG.—On March 19th, at 13, Church Street, Poulton, ANNIE SOPHIA, the beloved wife 
of the late ARTHUR CLEGG and loved mother of ARTHUR NOEL and the late HENRY 

WHALLEY CLEGG. Service at Poulton Congregational Church on Thursday at 2 45 p.m., 

prior to Interment at Carleton Cemetery at 3 30 p.m. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 20" March 1956 


At present I have not found any further records relating to Arthur Noel Clegg’s shoe shop in 
Poulton-le-Fylde, though I am aware that some older local residents still remember it, and some had 
clogs bought for them from Clegg’s shop. I have been told that Mr. Clegg moved his business from 
Church Street to Chapel Street, and that he was known affectionately as “Cloggy Clegg”. 
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Map of Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire, 1968 


Page 53 


Poulton-le-Fylde 


By the time of his death in 1968, aged 60 years, Arthur Noel Clegg was living at 28 Blackpool Old 
Road, Poulton-le-Fylde. 


This photograph of a clogger’s bench and stock knife is said to have been taken behind “A. Clegg’s 
shoe shop, Jubilee terrace, Church Street”, and notes that Jubilee Terrace had been demolished by 
1974. The address 13-15 Church Street, Poulton-le-Fylde is currently Peacocks’ store, and the 
building is said to have been built between 1969 and 1971 when that section of Church Street was 
redeveloped. 


Clogger’s bench and stock knife, courtesy of Lancashire County Council’s Red Rose Collections 


The bench probably belonged to Arthur Clegg, and then passed to Arthur Noel Clegg. Another 
photograph of the same bench in LCC’s Red Rose Collections associates it with Thornton Mill. Bill 
and Yvonne Turton of Skelmersdale had a museum of clog making in the windmill at Marsh Mill, 
Thornton Cleveleys. It is possible that this bench was one of the exhibits in their museum. 
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Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers in Poulton-le-Fylde, 1990 
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Fleetwood and Thornton-le-Fylde 


Thomas Clegg (born 1814 Walton-le-Dale, son of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) first supplied clogs 
to his customers in the newly developed town of Fleetwood from his premises in Poulton-le-Fylde. 
He had established his business in Poulton-le-Fylde by the late 1830s, so it seems likely that he was 
travelling to Fleetwood to take and deliver orders by the 1840s. The following map shows the 
extent of the town at that time. 


we 


S24 gp On * 
: . Loo 


Map of Fleetwood, Lancashire, c1845 


By 1858, Thomas Clegg had premises in Fleetwood, at Church Street, where he was listed in a 
directory as a Clogger and a Patten & Clog Maker. Church Street can be seen in the mid-1840s map 
running from Dock Street to East Street (later renamed Lord Street). This extract from a 
topographical dictionary of 1859 gives a good impression of the town at that time. 


FLEETWOOD-ON-WYRE, a town and port, in the township of THORNTON, parish of 
POULTON, union of the FYLDE, hundred of AMOUNDERNESS, N. division of the county 
of LANCASTER, 20 miles (S. W. by W.) from Lancaster, and 238 (N. W.) from London; 
containing, in 1841, 2833, and now upwards of 3000, inhabitants. This place, which is 
bounded on the north by Lancaster and Morecambe bays, and on the east and south by the 
river Wyre, has risen within the last few years into some importance. The lands on which the 
town is built have been for some centuries the property of the ancestors of Sir Peter Hesketh 
Fleetwood, Bart.; and prior to the year 1836, formed a wild tract of rabbit-warren without 
any buildings save one solitary kiln for burning limestone. The baronet, from whom the 
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place derives its name, perceiving the facilities afforded by the river, for the construction of 
a capacious harbour and docks, and the great advantages the locality derived from its 
proximity to the manufacturing districts, projected the erection of a town, the plan of which 
was drawn by Decimus Burton, Esq. The town is laid out for streets radiating to the south- 
east and south-west from its northern boundary, and intersected at right angles by others; the 
buildings are chiefly of stone from the quarries in the neighbouring districts, and such as are 
of brick are principally stuccoed. It is lighted with gas, and the inhabitants are supplied with 
water from wells attached to the houses. To the north is a mount commanding fine views; 
and east of this is a lighthouse, a handsome structure of stone with alcoves on either side, to 
the south of which stands the North Euston hotel, a spacious and elegant building of stone, 
with an extensive establishment of public baths. 


At the eastern extremity of Pharos-street is a circus, with another lighthouse, a Tuscan 
column 95 feet in height. On the south side of the town is Dock-street, near which is the 
terminus of the Preston and Wyre railway, appropriated for passengers, from which a branch 
diverges to the landing-quay, where is the terminus for goods and merchandise: the cost of 
the main line, a length of 20 miles, was £430,000; and there are branches to Blackpool and 
Lytham, which cost £40,000. 


The HARBOUR, which is about a mile and a half from the sea, and to which the river Wyre 
for that distance forms the entrance, is situated to the east and south of the town, and has 
been greatly improved under the superintendence of Captain Denham, F.R.S. : the average 
depth at low water is 20 feet, and it is protected from storms and heavy seas by a natural 
breakwater consisting of an immense bank of clay, in which coarse gravel is thickly 
imbedded. The navigation of the river is assisted by a screwpile lighthouse, erected in June, 
1840, on pillars of iron driven into the bed of the river, and admitting between them a free 
passage for the water; it has an elevation of 45 feet above the level of half-tide, and at night 
displays a light visible at a distance of ten miles. The foreign trade is chiefly in corn, flour, 
flax, cotton, sugar, rice, timber, and various wooden wares, from the British plantations, and 
other ports : a coasting-trade is carried on with Ireland and the south of Scotland, in grain, 
meal, flour, provisions, flax, linen, and cattle; and the exports are chiefly coal, slates, and 
manufactured goods, from the neighbouring counties. The place has also been made a 
warehousing port for tobacco removed coastwise for home consumption, for all East India 
produce after having been warehoused at an approved port, and removed coastwise under 
certain regulations, and for all other articles of merchandise whether imported direct or 
otherwise; for the reception of which, bonding warehouses have been erected, and timber, 
coal, stone, and slate yards have been inclosed. The number of vessels in the foreign trade 
that entered inwards in the year 1845, was 23, of the aggregate burthen of 7366 tons, the 
number in the coasting-trade, inwards, was 580, and outwards, 473, whose aggregate 
burthen was 111,202, and 104,218 tons, respectively : the amount of customs' duties in the 
same year, was £6714. 18. 11. Steamers ply to Ardrossan and Glasgow, to the Isle of Man, to 
Ulverston and the Lake district, and to Belfast; the passengers step from carriages into the 
steamers under an arched building. Her Majesty and the court landed here from Scotland, in 
September, 1847. The market is supplied with corn and other produce by the farmers of the 
vicinity, with poultry by steamers from Ulverston, and with provisions from Belfast; it is 
open daily, but the principal business is transacted on Friday. The land in the neighbourhood 
is fertile, and the chief agricultural produce is wheat, for which the soil is very favourable : a 
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rich black loamy kind of marl, which lies at a considerable depth beneath the surface, is dug 
for manure. ... 


Topographical Dictionary 1859 (extract) 
The electoral register for 1860 listed Thomas Clegg at 36 Church Street, Fleetwood. 


In 1861 the Cleggs were living at 18 Church Street, Fleetwood. Thomas was forty-seven years old 
by then, and his occupation was Clogger. His son Jonathan, who was born in Poulton-le-Fylde in 
1841, was also a Clogger. The Cleggs had an Apprentice Clogger living with them, called Adam 
Greenwood. 


Adam Greenwood was born in Kirkham, Lancashire, around 1842. It seems likely that he knew the 
Kirkham Cleggs before becoming the apprentice of Thomas Clegg in Fleetwood. In 1864 he 
married Thomas’ daughter Elizabeth Clegg (born 1844 in Poulton-le-Fylde). The birth of their first 
son, Thomas Greenwood, was announced in the Fleetwood Chronicle in 1865. 


On the 10" instant, Thomas, infant son of Mr. Adam Greenwood, clogger, Fleetwood. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 14" April 1865 


Unfortunately Thomas Greenwood died later in 1865. Adam and Elizabeth Greenwood’s second 
son, Richard Clegg Greenwood, was born in Fleetwood in 1867. 


A Lancashire directory of 1869 listed T. & J. Clegg as Clog & Patten Makers at Church Street, 
Fleetwood. The change of business name acknowledged Jonathan’s role in relation to his father 
Thomas. Thomas and Jonathan Clegg were both listed at 36 Church Street, Fleetwood, in the 
electoral register of 1870. Adam Greenwood was also in that year’s register at a Church Street 


property. 


In 1870 Jonathan married Mary Ann Clegg, who was described in the Fleetwood Chronicle as being 
“of Belfast”. 


On the 28" inst., at the Independent Chapel, Fleetwood, by the Rev. H. Lings, Mr. Jonathan 
Clegg, of Fleetwood, to Miss Mary Ann Clegg, of Belfast. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 29" April 1870 


May Ann Clegg, though resident in Belfast before her marriage to Jonathan Clegg, was born in 
Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire, in 1848. Mary Ann was the daughter of Thomas Clegg (born 1810 
Preston, Lancashire) and Esther Unsworth, and the granddaughter of Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865). 
Henry Clegg was the brother of Jonathan Clegg’s grandfather, Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879), so 
Jonathan and Mary Ann were related prior to marriage. 


The census of 1871 recorded that Jonathan and Mary Ann Clegg were living at 34 West Street, 
Fleetwood. West Street became Lord Street in a later year. 
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Also in that census, Thomas Clegg and Adam Greenwood were both listed at 36 Church Street, 
Fleetwood. Jonathan was 57 years old, and was a Retired Clogger. Adam was a Clogger, 21 years 
old, and presumably was in charge of the business at these premises. 


Jonathan and Mary Ann Clegg started their family later in 1871. Thomas was born in 1871, Ursula 
in 1873, Arthur in 1875, and Clara in 1878, all in Fleetwood. 


On the 4" of May 1877, the Blackpool Gazette & Herald reported that Adam Greenwood was a 
witness in a case concerning the theft of £16 from an address in Walmsley Street, Fleetwood. He 
was described as a shoemaker, of Church Street, Fleetwood. 


The electoral register of 1880 included Adam Greenwood at 39 Church Street (house and shop); and 
Jonathan Clegg at 36 West Sheet (house and shop). Adam was no longer living with Thomas Clegg 
at 36 Church Street, and Jonathan’s premises included 34 and 36 West Street. 


In 1881, Jonathan Clegg’s premises at 34 West Street came to the attention of Fleetwood’s Nuisance 
Inspector. 


NUISANCE INSPECTOR'S REPORT. 
The monthly report of the Nuisance Inspector (Mr. M. S. Gaulter) was read as follows :— 


Gentlemen, — There have been 293 ashpits emptied during the month. The following 
notices to abate nuisances have been given, to Jonathan Clegg, slopstone drain, and drain 
wet ashpit at 34, West-street ... 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 4" March 1881 (extract) 


Better news for Jonathan and Mary Ann Clegg was the birth of their son Matthew in Fleetwood that 
year. In the census of 1881, Jonathan Clegg and family were recorded as living at 34 West Street, 
and his occupation was Clogger. 


Adam Greenwood was at 37 Church Street, Fleetwood, in 1881. He was a Master Clogger, and he 
employed five shoe makers and two clog makers, indicating that his business was thriving. 


Two years later, Adam Greenwood decided to seek public office. The Blackpool Gazette & Herald 
printed his letter addressed to the local electors. 


LOCAL BOARD ELECTION, 1883. 

TO THE RATEPAYERS OF FLEETWOOD. 
Having been requested to become a candidate for membership of the Local Board, I have 
much pleasure in placing my services at your disposal. If elected, I promise to serve you 
faithfully, and I hope successfully. Whilst I am fully sensible of the importance of sound 
economy, I am in favour of keeping the Town, its streets and its roads, in a state of reputable 
efficiency, believing that the desire of all Ratepayers will be best promoted by having 
needful work of this kind attended to. I may say that my endeavour will always be to guard 
the Ratepayers' money from wasteful appropriation as carefully as I should guard my own, 
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and I would not support any expenditure to carry out any project unless I am convinced that 
if I were spending my own money I should be equally ready to sanction it. 


As a tradesman myself, having been 20 years in business, I know how hard excessive 
taxation presses upon the shopkeepers and working people. I shall strenuously oppose any 
expenditure which means increased rates, as the rates we have to pay are oppressively high, 
and as soon as possible ought to be reduced. The reason why such a high figure has been 
levied is not for the accomplishment of improvements, but as I take it to clear off the costs 
incurred by protracted and wanton lawsuits. It is for you to provide against a recurrence of 
this deplorable state of things by sending men to represent you who will not again plunge 
into litigation regardless of all consequences. 


It is impossible for me to touch noon every topic requiring attention, but I hope that the 
outline of my views here foreshadowed may meet with your approval, and secure for me 
your confidence. 


I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Faithfully yours, 
ADAM GREENWOOD. 
Church-street, Fleetwood, March 24th, 1883. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 30" March 1883 


The result of the election was reported on 6" April, as follows. 


RESULT OF THE POLL 
The result was made known shortly after four o’clock, by which time a crowd had gathered 
round the Commissioners’ office. The figures were as under, the first four being elected :— 


Adam Greenwo00] .............cceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenaees 309 
Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 6" April 1883 (extract) 


Adam Greenwood was sixth, so was not elected in 1883. He tried again a year later. The report of 
his nomination confirmed his address to be 37 Church Street, and the newspaper expressed an 
opinion as to his chance of being elected. 


FLEETWOOD LOCAL BOARD ELECTION. 
NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES. 
The nomination of candidates to serve on the Board for a period of three years, in the place 
of Messrs. Carter, Riley, Jones and Ward, took place on Monday. Messrs. Ward and Carter 
declined to accept office, and Mr. Riley, who was looked upon as being certain to be sent 
back to the Board, was not nominated. Altogether 23 candidates were nominated, but, after 
the withdrawals, the following are the candidates before the voters. Voting papers will be 
issued on the 29th, collected on the 2nd proximo, and counted on the 3rd : — 
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ADAM GREENWOOD, 37, Church-street, boot and shoe manufacturer and merchant, 
nominated by Samuel Hope, 10, Alfred-street. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 28" March 1884 (extract) 


... Mr. Adam Greenwood stands a good chance, and ought by all means to be found a seat 
on the Board. Mr. Greenwood is a man of the right stamp, and being a tradesman he knows 
where the shoe pinches, and what are the requirements of the town. ... 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 28" March 1884 (extract) 


Though Adam Greenwood’s business and public profile were both growing, Jonathan Clegg’s own 
business was in good shape, and a new shed and workshop was required for his West Street 
premises. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE. 
This Committee met on May 7th, and recommended—“That plans be passed for the erection 
of a shed and workshop at 34, West-street, for Mr. Jonathan Clegg. ...” 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 15" May 1885 


The electoral register for that year included Jonathan Clegg at 36 West Street, so he appears to have 
operated from 34 and 36 West Street at that time. Thomas Clegg was at 36 Church Street, but had 
retired from clog making a few years previously. Adam Greenwood was recorded in the electoral 
register for 1889 at 37 and 39 Church Street. I assume that his premises were across the road from 
the residence of his father-in-law, Thomas Clegg. A. Greenwood was mentioned as being a Boot 
and Shoe Dealer in Church Street in a newspaper report of December 1889. 


Thomas Clegg was listed as a Retired Clogger at 36 Church Street in the census of 1891. By then he 
was 77 years old. His son Jonathan was a Clogger at 34 West Street. By 1881 Jonathan’s sons were 
active in the business. Thomas (born Fleetwood in 1871) was a Clogger (Assistant), and Arthur 
(born Fleetwood in 1875) was a Clogger (Apprentice). 


The success of Adam Greenwood’s business was such that he had moved his residence to 2, Mount, 
Fleetwood by 1891. In that year’s census, his occupation was recorded as Shoemaker. A newspaper 
report in 1892, about nomination of candidates for the election to Fleetwood School Board, 
indicated that Adam Greenwood was a boot and shoe dealer of The Mount, Fleetwood. On this 
occasion, Greenwood had nominated a candidate. 
The death of Thomas Clegg at home was reported in 1892. 
CLEGG.—May 30th, at 36, Church-street, Fleetwood, Thomas Clegg, aged 78 years. 
Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 3" June 1892 


Administration of his estate was granted to Jonathan Clegg, his son, described in the probate record 
as a Clogger. 
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In 1892, there was a burglary at the lock-up shop of Adam Greenwood, boot and clog maker, at 
Fleetwood. A suspect was charged with stealing £20. “Without calling upon him to plead, the 
Chairman said the Bench did not consider the evidence sufficient to connect the prisoner with the 
robbery. He was, therefore, discharged.” (Preston Herald, 13" July 1892) The case was also 
reported by the Fleetwood Chronicle on 15" July 1892. “One of the most daring burglaries which 
has been perpetrated in Fleetwood for a long time took place at the lock-up shop of Mr. Adam 
Greenwood, in Church-street, on Friday night last. At the shop in question Mr. Greenwood carries 
on the business of a boot and shoe maker.” The report states that the case was brought up at the 
Kirkham Petty Sessions. 
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Map of Fleetwood, Lancashire, 1896 


Adam Greenwood’s son Richard Clegg Greenwood married Jessie Poole in Fleetwood in 1893. 
Adam’s occupation was noted in the marriage record as Boot & Shoe Maker, but — despite having 
Clegg as his middle name — his son’s occupation was Banker’s Clerk. Thomas Clegg’s grandson 
had chosen a completely different career path than many other members of the extended Clegg 
family. 


The electoral register of 1894 again included Jonathan Clegg at 34 West Street, and Adam 
Greenwood at 37 and 39 West Street (leasehold houses and shop). The following year, a Lancashire 
directory listed Jonathan Clegg as a Clogger at 34 West Street, and Adam Greenwood as a Boot & 
Shoe Maker at 39 Church Street. Though Greenwood had begun his working life making clogs, 
towards the end of the nineteenth century his main activity was the manufacture and repair of boots 
and shoes. Furthermore, before the end of the century he moved away from Fleetwood and settled 
in Thornton. 


In 1899 the Preston Herald reported that Adam Greenwood’s house in Thornton had been burgled. 
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ALLEGED HOUSEBREAKING AT THORNTON.—At Fleetwood, on Thursday, Joseph 
Perkins was changed with burglariously entering the dwelling-house of Adam Greenwood, 
of Lime Breast, School-lane, Thornton.—Greenwood stated that at 12 30 on Tuesday he 
returned home and found that the place was all upset, and a big hammer and steel chisel 
were near the safe, which had been pulled off its stand on to the floor. The chisel had been 
broken in attempting to force the safe, and there was a quantity of blood about.— 
Christopher Riley said he was passing Greenwood's house, when he saw a pony and cart 
standing outside. Seeing no one in charge he waited about and eventually saw the prisoner 
come out. On seeing witness, prisoner looked very scared and drove away.—P.C. Shaw 
proved tracing prisoner to Lark Hill-street, Blackpool, where, in reply to the charge, he 
admitted having been in the house, but said there was no one in.—Prisoner was further 
charged with housebreaking at Carleton and stealing £1 and a pedlar's certificate —He had 
nothing to say in answer to the charge, and was committed to the next Preston Sessions. 


Preston Herald, 4" March 1899 


The electoral register of 1900 listed Adam Greenwood at Ramper Road, Thornton, and his business 
premises of 37 and 39 Church Street, Fleetwood. Jonathan Clegg was included at 34 West Street, 
Fleetwood. In the following year’s census, Adam Greenwood was a Boot & Shoe Maker resident in 
Thornton. The Cleggs were at 34 West Street, Fleetwood. Jonathan and his sons Thomas and 
Matthew were said to be Cloggers. Jonathan’s other son Arthur had moved to Poulton-le-Fylde by 
1901, and I describe the remainder of his life in the chapter about that town. 


Thomas Clegg married Selina Bibby in 1903. Their daughter, Hilda Bibby Clegg, was born in 1908. 


A Lancashire directory of 1905 listed a John Clegg as a Boot & Shoe Maker & Dealer, at 39 
Blakiston Street West, Fleetwood; Thomas Clegg as a Clogger, at 37 Walmsley Street, Fleetwood; 
and Adam Greenwood as a Boot & Shoe Maker & Dealer, at Victoria Road, Thornton, Preston. 
There was also a James Clegg, Boot & Shoe Maker & Dealer, at 26 Warren Street, Fleetwood, but 
he appears not to be part of the extended Clegg family of clog makers which originated in Preston 
or Walton-le-Dale. The John Clegg in this directory is in fact Jonathan Clegg, father of Thomas 
Clegg. By 1905 the Cleggs had moved from 34 West Street and were trading from separate 
premises in Blakiston Street West and Walmsley Street. The electoral register of 1905 places 
Jonathan Clegg at 39 Blakiston Street West, and confirms that Adam Greenwood still had premises 
at 37 and 39 Church Street, Fleetwood, as well as in Thornton. 


The 1905 directory gives the following description of Fleetwood. 


FLEETWOOD is a market and seaport town at the extreme end of the Fylde district, at the 
mouth of the river Wyre, and is a parish formed under the provisions of the "Local 
Government Act, 1894," and is the terminus of the Preston and Wyre railway, 9 miles north- 
east from Blackpool, 51% from Manchester; 28% from Chorley, 18% north-west from 
Preston, 39 south-west from Lancaster, 33 from Wigan and 231 from London, in the 
Blackpool division of the county, petty sessional division of Kirkham, hundred of 
Amounderness, Fylde union, Poulton county court district, Fylde rural deanery, 
archdeaconry of Lancaster and diocese of Manchester. The town owes its origin to the 
energy of the late Sir Peter Hesketh Fleetwood bart. representative of the ancient and 
historical family of Fleetwood, who, in 1836, founded the town on a rabbit warren and 
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caused the railways and quays to be constructed, and had the satisfaction, after many early 
difficulties, of witnessing its progress. The first engineer employed here was Col. George 
Landmann. Fleetwood was governed by a body of Improvement Commissioners, consisting 
of twelve members under the Fleetwood Improvement Act of 1842 and Public Health Act of 
1875, but under the provisions of the "Local Government Act, 1894," an Urban District 
Council has been established. Its situation, both as an export and import town, enables it to 
afford great facilities to commerce, since it is within a few hours' sail of Belfast, Scotland 
and the Isle of Man, and in daily communication with the first of these. As a watering place 
its proximity to Liverpool, Manchester, Preston and Blackburn causes. it to, be much 
frequented during the summer months. A public promenade runs along the base of the 
Mount for half a mile, and a pagoda-like pavilion crowns the summit. The Fylde Water 
Board, incorporated by "The Fylde Waterworks (Transfer) Act, 1897," in the spring of 1898 
took over the Fylde Water Works Co. and now supply the town with water, likewise 
Blackpool, Lytham and St, Anne's, and in addition the Kirkham urban district and the rural 
districts of Fylde, Garstang and Preston: the offices are at Blackpool and the reservoirs at 
Barnacre and Grizedale. ... 


Lancashire directory 1905 (extract) 
In 1906, Adam Greenwoods house and shop at Trunnah, Thornton, were put up for auction. 


VALUABLE FREEHOLD AND LEASEHOLD LAND AND RESIDENCES, situate at 
CLEVELEYS and THORNTON, in the County of Lancaster. 


Lot 3. — Freehold MESSUAGE and SHOP, situated at Trunnah, Thornton aforesaid, on the 
east side of the highway leading from Thornton to Fleetwood, and in the occupation of Mr. 
Adam Greenwood.| ... 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 9" February 1906 (extract) 


The Fleetwood Chronicle of 2" March 1906 included a brief report about the auction. A number of 
lots were withdrawn, including “house and shop, at Trunnah”. 


There were further changes to the Cleggs’ premises in Fleetwood, as indicated by the electoral 
register of 1908. By that year, Jonathan Clegg had moved to Poulton Road, Fleetwood. His son 
Matthew was listed at 39 Blakiston Street West, suggesting that he had taken on the management of 
that business. Thomas Clegg was in the register at 35 and 37 Walmsley Street. Adam Greenwood 
was at Lawsons Lane, Thornton, Poulton-le-Fylde. 


The following advertisement confirms that clogs were still part of Thomas Clegg’s business. 


THOMAS CLEGG, 37 Walmsley St. (Off West St.) Fleetwood, 


BOOT, SHOE, AND CLOG STORES. 
Boots, Shoes, and Clogs Repaired at the shortest notice. Wholesale Agent for the celebrated 
Leicester “Magic” Boot Polishes, “Magic” Metal Polishes, “Magic” Harness Polish, Inks, 
Stains, etc., sold by all Shopkeepers. Wholesale and Retail Agent for the well known “Wood 
King” Firelighter, will light a fire in four minutes Orders sent to any part of the town, free. 
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Fleetwood Express, 16" June 1909 


The following map shows Blakiston Street West parallel and to the north of Lord Street, and 
Walmsley Street crossing Blakiston Street West and running towards Lord Street. Warren Street and 
Church Street meet Lord Street at its eastern end. 


Map of Fleetwood, Lancashire, c1910 


The following postcard of Clegg’s clog shop has an estimated date of 1910. 


ere a 
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The photograph is reproduced courtesy of Lancashire County Council’s Red Rose Collections. 
Though the address is not identified, the likelihood — in my opinion — is that the postcard is of 35 
and 37 Walmsley Street, Fleetwood. I have seen the same shop identified on Facebook as being in 
Warren Street. My feeling is that someone was familiar with James Clegg’s shoe shop at 26 Warren 
Street, and assumed the photograph was of that property. 


~ oa 
“Been wee? 


ol Vhestres 


Courtesy of LCC’s Red Rose Collections 


The second photograph of Thomas Clegg’s clog shop is identified by Red Rose Collections as T. 
Kemp’s cobbler’s shop, Kemp Street, Fleetwood. Kemp Street is to the west of Warren Street. I 
have not found any records connecting Thomas Clegg with premises in Kemp Street. 


In both photographs, a range of Lancashire clasp clogs and one-bar clogs can be seen in the display 
window. In addition, Clegg sold Wood-Milne revolving heels and rubber heels, and the Nugget 
Polishes. The Wood-Milne revolving heel was first marketed in the early 1900s, which would fit 
with the photographs dating from around 1910. At that time Thomas Clegg’s premises were 35 and 
37 Walmsley Street, and there are not any records of him having premises in either Warren Street or 
Kemp Street. 


Further information about the Wood Milne Rubber Company, of Leyland, Lancashire, is available at 
the Grace's Guide To British Industrial History website: https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Wood- 
Milne This is the source of the old advertisements on the following page. 


The Leyland Historical Society has prepared a detailed history of the Wood Milne company: 
https://www.leylandhistoricalsociety.co.uk/wm-01.html 
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These advertisements for Wood Milne products date from around the time the photographs of 
Thomas Clegg’s Fleetwood clog shop were taken. 


On Life’s 
High Road! 


To have a buoyant, ary, easy step—to have 


est paths feel soft and yielding to 


foot—to win treedom from fatigue—is 


this not worth a pair of 


WOOD MILNE 
| RUBBER HEELS 


} 
he extraordinary comfort of these heels is a thing to be exferren 
five minutes of ‘‘ Wood-Milnes"' is more profitable and more con 

vincing t t pages afoufthem. Try a five-mile walk—xz ‘WW I 
Milne Rubber Heels—and then 1 4 them udge that way 
See the name on every Heel. 
{ , OF ALL BOOTMAHKERS. 


(Real Money-Savers-These! 


—— { ee ‘“ 
re 

Dad's boots, and mother's, and Charlie's, and { oe, 

Elsie’s® should all be fitted with genuine “37 & 


W ood-Milne Rubber | leels or Tips. 


The added comfort will be a joy t yall of vou—the 
world is paved with rubber when you wear *‘ Wood 


Mijnes but there will be a double joy for Dad! 
W oodsMilne we a regular elixir of life for boot outlast 
‘ +t r | pre nt we r wn he red boot 
ls to vanishing: port Px WW M mac 
from rubber that f/er/s better, fasts better, and 7 ter than 


Wood-Milne 
Rubber Heels 


t 
“\ Mf are re at ft r 
w f ng Rut Heela or 7 ! t veify (Ww v 


(Thanks to Grace's Guide To British Industrial History.) 
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These illustrations from a Bolton clog maker’s catalogue of the 1920s show the main styles of clogs 
which would have been sold by Thomas Clegg. 


\ 
\ 


One-bar (strap and button) clog 
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The Fleetwood Chronicle of 27" January 1911 reported a court case during which Thomas Clegg, a 
Clogger of 35 Walmsley Street, Fleetwood, was called as a witness. 


In the census of the same year, 69 years-old Jonathan Clegg was recorded as living at West View, 
Poulton Road, Fleetwood. He was described as living on private means, being a Retired Bootmaker 
& Dealer. His eldest son Thomas was a Clog Manufacturer at 35 Walmsley Street. Thomas’ brother 
Matthew was a Boot & Shoe Dealer at 39 Blakiston Street West. As Thomas’ premises were only a 
short distance from those of Matthew Clegg, there was perhaps no need for both brothers to make 
and sell clogs. 


Adam Greenwood was living at Trunnah, Thornton-le-Fylde, in 1911, his occupation being Clogger 
& Shoe Maker. 


Matthew Clegg married Sarah Ellen Connell in Lisburn, Antrim, Ireland, during 1911. Sarah Ellen 
was the daughter of Joseph Connell, a clog maker at 26 Bridge Street, Antrim. Her mother was 
Alice Clegg (born Walton-le-Dale 1836, daughter of Thomas Clegg (1810 — 1881), and 
granddaughter of Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865)). Joseph and Alice Connell moved from Walton-le- 
Dale to Ireland in the 1860s, firstly to Belfast, and then to Lisburn. The fact that Matthew Clegg 
married a member of the extended Clegg family in Ireland demonstrates that the Fleetwood Cleggs 
maintained contact with those across the Irish Sea. 


A directory of 1913 listed Thomas Clegg as a Boot and Shoe Maker at 37 Walmsley Street, 
Fleetwood. In the electoral register for 1914, he was listed at 7 Poulton Road, Fleetwood, and his 
brother Matthew was at 39 Blakiston Street West. Adam Greenwood was at Bridge Terrace, 
Thornton. 


Early in 1914, the death of Jonathan Clegg was announced in the Fleetwood Chronicle. 


CLEGG : On Wednesday, January 7", 1914, at West View, Poulton-road, Fleetwood, 
Jonathan Clegg, aged 72 years. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 9" January 1914 


The newspaper catried an obituary the following day. 


FYLDE TRADESMAN'S DEATH. 

CONDUCTOR OF CLOGGER'S BUSINESS AT POULTON AND FLEETWOOD. 
A well-known Fylde tradesman passed away at West View, Poulton Road, Fleetwood, on 
Wednesday, in the person of Mr. Jonathan Clegg, who was 72 years of age. The deceased, 
who was born at Poulton, carried on the clogging business which had been in the family for 
generations before him. The deceased had also a Fleetwood connection, which began in a 
very small way, deceased along with one of his sons walking every week from Poulton to 
Fleetwood with bags of tools on their backs to complete the Fleetwood orders. As the port 
grew in importance, the deceased opened a shop in Lord Street, and retired from the 
business about 12 years ago. 


The deceased leaves three sons and two daughters. his wife having predeceased him by 
about eleven years. One of the sons. Mr. Thomas Clegg, who carries on the Fleetwood 
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business in Poulton Road, is prominently associated with the Good Templar movement at 
Fleetwood. The interment will take place at the Fleetwood Cemetery to-day. 


Fleetwood Express, 10" January 1914 


Jonathan Clegg’s death was also reported in the Blackpool Gazette & Herald. Both reports refer to a 
shop in Lord Street. This was the clog shop at 34 West Street, but West Street was renamed Lord 
Street. 


THE LATE MR. CLEGG. 


Death of Old Fleetwood Tradesman. 

The remains of Mr. Jonathan Clegg, a well-known Fleetwood tradesman, were interred in 
the Fleetwood Cemetery on Saturday afternoon. The deceased, who was 72 years of age, 
was born at Poulton, where he carried on a clogging business, which had been in the family 
for generations. Deceased also had a business in Fleetwood which began in a very small 
way, and deceased and his sons in the early days walked every week from Poulton to 
Fleetwood with tools to execute their Fleetwood orders. As the business in the town 
increased, deceased opened a shop in Lord-street, and when he retired about 12 years ago, it 
was continued by one of his sons, Mr. Thomas Clegg, and transferred to Walmsley-street. 
Latterly, the business has been removed to West View, Poulton-road, Fleetwood, where 
deceased died on Wednesday last week. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 13" January 1914 


Advertisements were placed by Thomas Carter offering Jonathan Clegg’s personal effects and 
properties for sale. 


By MR. THOMAS CARTER. 
PRELIMINARY. 
WEST VIEW, POULTON ROAD SOUTH, 
FLEETWOOD. 
Re JONATHAN CLEGG, Deceased. 
ON TUESDAY. JANUARY 27th, 1914. 

IMPORTANT Sale of Household FURNITURE, Decorative Items, Breech-Loading Gun, 
Pony and Trap. See next week's Advertisements and posters. 


THOS. CARTER & CO., Auctioneers. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 16" January 1914 
The executors’ solicitor also set about settling any debts of Jonathan Clegg. 


STATUTORY NOTICES. 
RE Mr. JONATHAN CLEGG, of West View, 
Fleetwood, Retired Clogger. 
All Creditors and other Persons having any Claims against the Estate of the above-named 
deceased, who died on the 7th day of January, 1914, are hereby requested to forthwith send 
in particulars thereof to me the undersigned. 
Dated this 20th day of January, 1914. 
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JNO. R. GAULTER: 
6, Albert-square, Fleetwood, 
Solicitor for the Executors. 


Lancashire Evening Post, ooe January 1914 


Thomas Carter advertised an auction of Jonathan Clegg’s properties in Fleetwood, which were 
“West View” and 35 and 37 Walmsley Street. “West View” is described as being in Fleetwood 
Road, Fleetwood, but some records place it in Poulton Road. As the electoral register for 1914 
indicated, Thomas Clegg had moved out of 35 and 37 Walmsley Street, and both of those properties 
now had tenants. 


BY ORDER OF THE TRUSTEES OF MR. 
JONATHAN CLEGG, DECEASED. 
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, BY 
MR. THOMAS CARTER, at the NORTH EUSTON HOTEL, FLEETWOOD, on FRIDAY 
the 3rd day of April, 1914, at 7 30 o'clock p.m., subject to Sale Conditions. to be then and 
there produced. 


Lot 1. 
All that MESSUAGE or DWELLING-HOUSE known as "WEST VIEW," situate in 
Fleetwood-road, Fleetwood and late in the occupation of Mr. Jonathan Clegg. 


The House contains Vestibule, two Sitting-rooms, five Bedrooms, and complete domestic 
offices. 


The Outbuildings comprise Wash-house, Coach-house, Stable, and Loft. 
Tenure freehold and free from ground rent. 


Lot 2. 
All those TWO MESSUAGES or DWELLING HOUSES and SHOPS situate and Nod. 35 
and 37, Walmsley-street, Fleetwood, and in the respective occupations of Mrs. Mary Butler 
and Mr. Ivor Anderson as tenants thereof. 


Tenure leasehold. Term 1,000 years. Apportioned ground rent £2 4s. 2d. Gross rental 18s. 
weekly. 


For further particulars apply the Auctioneer, 12, Birley-street, Blackpool; Mr. James 
Pilkington, 29, Northfield-avenue, Blackpool; Mr. John Jackson, 4, Tithebarn-street, 
Poulton-le-Fylde; or to 
JNO. R. GAULTER, Solicitor, 
6, Albert-square, Fleetwood. 
27th March, 1914. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 28" March 1914 
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In addition to these Fleetwood properties, Thomas Carter advertised the sale of Jonathan Clegg’s 
properties in Poulton-le-Fylde, including Arthur Clegg’s shop and dwelling in Bull Street. 


The following notice appeared a year after Jonathan Clegg’s death. 


CLEGG : In loving memory of Jonathan Clegg, who died at West View, Poulton-road, 
Fleetwood, on January 7th, 1914, aged 72 years. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 8" January 1915 


The following advertisement placed by Matthew Clegg in 1920 does not mention the availability of 
clogs, which tends to support my theory that in Fleetwood Thomas Clegg was the clog maker of the 
Clegg family by this time. 


MATTHEW CLEGG, 
Boot Shoe and Slipper Dealer, 
39, BLAKISTON ST. WEST 
(Corner of WALMSLEY STREET), 
SEE OUR SPECIAL SHOW OF BOOTS, SHOES & SLIPPERS 


Suitable for Xmas Presents. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 17 December 1920 


Matthew Clegg died the following year, aged 40 years. The report in the Fleetwood Chronicle 
confirmed the chief mourners, which is helpful to family historians. 


DEATH OF MR. M. CLEGG. 


Well-known Fleetwood Tradesman. 
Mr. Matthew Clegg, youngest son of the late Mr. Jonathan Clegg, died at his residence, 30, 
Blakiston-street, Fleetwood, last week, after a short illness. Deceased who was in business 
as a boot and shoe dealer, was highly respected by a large circle of friends. He was 40 years 
of age. 


The funeral took place on Thursday, at Fleetwood Cemetery. It was preceded by a short 
service at the residence of the deceased, conducted by the Rev. E. Hall, who also performed 
the last rites at the graveside. The chief mourners were the widow, Mr. and Mrs. T. Clegg 
(brother and sister-in-law) and niece, Mr. and Mrs. Glaister (brother-in law and sister) and 
niece, Mr. Arthur Clegg (brother), Poulton; Mrs. Pilkington (sister), Blackpool; Mr. Tom 
Connell, Mr. Geo. Connell, and Miss Connell (brothers-in law and sister-in-law), Lisburn, 
Ireland; Mr. Wm. B. Clegg (cousin), Poulton; Mr. Grimes. Adlington; Mr William 
Pilkington, Fleetwood; and Mr. and Mrs. Kershaw, Fleetwood. 


Wreaths were sent by the widow, Tom, Selina and Hilda, Cissie, Ted, and Lucy, Clara, Jim, 
and Jack, Messrs. T., G.. and Miss Connell and the Gas Workers' Institute of which the 


deceased was a member. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 17" June 1921 
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The widow was unnamed in the report, but the probate record confirmed her name to be Sarah 
Ellen. 


Mr. and Mrs. T. Clegg were Thomas and Selina Clegg. Mr. and Mrs. Glaister were Edward and 
Ursula Glaister. Clara Clegg had married James Pilkington in 1904 and therefore attended as Mrs. 
Pilkington. Mr. Wm. B. Clegg was William Bradley Clegg. 


The following notices appeared in the Fleetwood Chronicle a year after Matthew Clegg’s death. 


CLEGG.-In loving memory of Matthew Clegg, who passed away, June 7th, 1921. 
—From his Sisters, Cissie and Clara. 
Ever Remembered. 


CLEGG.-In loving remembrance of my dear husband, Matthew Clegg, who passed away 
June 7th, 1921. 
—Sarah E. Clegg. 
39, Blakiston Street West, Fleetwood. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 9" June 1922 


By 1923 Thomas Clegg was trading from his brother Matthew’s former premises at 39 Blakiston 
Street West, and clogs were again available. 


THOMAS CLEGG 
Has now RE-OPENED 
the Premises ... 
39, Blakiston St. West 
Recently occupied by Mrs. M. Clegg. 
BOOT, SHOES AND CLOGS 
IN GREAT VARIETY. 
BRING YOUR BOOT AND CLOG REPAIRS. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 30" March 1923 


It seems that Thomas Clegg did not intend operating two shops, because the Blakiston Street 
premises were offered for sale a little later in 1923. 


SPLENDID double-fronted corner Shop and House, 39, Blakiston Street, Fleetwood, vacant 
possession, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen, scullery and pantry, electric light, suitable for 
any business.—Clegg, 7, Poulton Rd., Fleetwood. 

Fleetwood Chronicle, 11" May 1923 


Around this time, a Lancashire directory described Fleetwood as follows. 
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... Fleetwood was constituted a sub-port of Preston in 1844, and raised to the position of an 
independent port in 1849. Under the Customs Act, 1846, its limits extend from Blackpool to 
the mouth of the Wyre river and thence to Fluke Hall, near Pilling. The principal industry of 
the town is the steam trawl fishing, which is rapidly growing in importance; the fish dock, 
which covers an area of 15 acres, is used for the discharge of the cargoes of the steam 
trawlers, a new quay having been made alongside for this purpose; a patent slipway was laid 
down in the dock in 1908 and an ice factory and cold store erected at a cost of £60,000. A 
steamship service has been instituted between this port and Londonderry by the London, 
Midland and Scottish Railway Company. During the summer months, first-class steamers 
ply between this port and Barrow-in-Furness, in connection with the Lake district, and also 
the Isle of Man, the short sea route of the latter being an attraction to many. 


The Wyre dock, completed in 1877 for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company, was 
constructed from the designs of Sir John Hawkshaw by Messrs. Aird and Son, Lambeth, at a 
total cost of over £250,000; it is 1,000 feet in length and 400 feet broad, and embraces an 
area of 912 acres; the entrance is 250 feet long by 50 feet broad at quay level; the walls are 
built of immense granite blocks and are 34 feet in height; the dock sill stands 2 feet 9 inches 
above the level of low water, and at each end of the dock entrance are immense iron gates, 
weighing altogether 240 tons: the quays have 10 miles of railway laid along them arid are 
furnished with powerful machinery for shipping and discharging the various cargoes; any 
ships may enter the bay on the morning tide and have their cargoes distributed throughout 
Lancashire before nightfall. ... 


Lancashire directory 1924 (extract) 


The same directory listed Matthew Clegg as a Boot Maker at 39 Blakiston Street West, Fleetwood — 
three years after his death. It is possible that the business still traded under the name of Matthew 
Clegg, but large county directories did contain errors from time to time. Thomas Clegg was listed as 
a Boot and Shoe Maker at 7 Poulton Road, Fleetwood, and Adam Greenwood as a Boot & Shoe 
Maker & Dealer at Trunnah, Thornton, Preston. 


A 1914 obituary of Jonathan Clegg had mentioned Thomas Clegg’s association with the Good 
Templar movement. According to Wikipedia, the “International Organisation of Good Templars 
(IOGT; founded as the Independent Order of Good Templars), whose international body is known 
as Movendi International, is a fraternal organization which is part of the temperance movement, 
promoting abstinence from alcohol and other drugs”. In 1924, Thomas Clegg was elected as an 
officer of Fleetwood’s “Benjamin Whitworth” Lodge. 


The usual weekly session of the “Benjamin Whitworth” Lodge of Good Templars, was held 
in the Congregational Schoolroom, on Friday evening. The election of officers for the 
ensuing quarter resulted as follows :— ... Fin. Sec., Mr. T. Clegg; ... 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 2"! May 1924 

During 1924, Adam Greenwood’s property at Trunnah, Thornton-le-Fylde, was advertised for sale. 


By this time Adam was about 82 years old and had moved to Chorley, Lancashire, where his son 
Richard Clegg Greenwood worked in a bank. 
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ON Sale, offers invited for Freehold House, Shop and Warehouse or Workshop, in Trunnah 
Road, Thornton-le-Fylde; vacant possession—Apply Greenwood, Shaftesbury Place, 
Chorley. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 23" May 1924 


In Fleetwood, Thomas Clegg was undertaking building work at 7 Poulton Road. 


The following building plans have been approved by the Highways and Town Planning 
Committee :— ... shop, 7, Poulton-road, for Mr Thomas Clegg ... 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 23" July 1926 (extract) 


sp 


\ 
Grammar School \ 


Map of Fleetwood, Lancashire, 1930 
Thomas Clegg’s shop at number 7 was towards the east end of Poulton Road. 


The death of Adam Greenwood, son-in-law of Thomas Clegg (1814 — 1892) was announced in 
1926. 


GREENWOOD.-On the 24" inst. at 9, Shaf[tesbury] place, Chorley, ADAM 
GREENWOOD (form[erly] Fleetwood and Poulton-le-Fylde), aged 85 years. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 25" October 1926 
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By 1926, Thomas Clegg’s business had relocated to 40 Poulton Road, Fleetwood. 


For Useful 
XMAS GIFTS 


in FOOTWEAR 
VISIT 
T. CLEGG, 
BOOT STORES, 
40, POULTON ROAD. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 24" December 1926 


Clegg’s premises at 40 Poulton Road were affected by the Fleetwood floods of the autumn of 1927. 
As a consequence, he had flood-damaged stock to sell at reduced prices. 


FLOOD BARGAINS 
IN 
BOOTS, SHOES, 
Etc. 
All affected stock to be cleared at 


greatly reduced prices. 
BOOT & CLOG REPAIRS AS USUAL. 


T. CLEGG, 
40, POULTON ROAD, FLEETWOOD. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 18" November 1927 
Thomas Clegg tended to advertise his footwear towards Christmas each year. 


FOR USEFUL 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
in FOOTWEAR 
SLIPPERS, Etc. 


T. CLEGG, 


40, POULTON ROAD. 
Boot, Shoe and Clog Repairs. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 13 December 1929 


For Useful 
XMAS PRESENTS 
and Good Value in 
BOOTS, SHOES and 


SLIPPERS 
TRY 
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CLEGG’S 
40, POULTON ROAD. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 20 December 1935 
Thomas’ wife Selina died at home in 1936. 


CLEGG.—On June 21st, at 40, Poulton Road, Fleetwood, Selina, beloved wife of Thomas 
Clegg, aged 70 years. Interred Fleetwood Cemetery 23rd June. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 26 June 1936 


The Fleetwood Chronicle published the following obituary. 


MRS. T. CLEGG 


Lived in Fleetwood 30 Years 


The funeral was on Tuesday at Fleetwood Cemetery of Mrs. Selina Clegg, who died on 
Sunday at her home, 40, Poulton-road, Fleetwood. 


Mrs. Clegg, who was the wife of a well-known Fleetwood business man, Mr. Thomas Clegg. 
was 70 years of age. She had not been in good health recently. 


A native of Preston, Mrs. Clegg came to Fleetwood about 30 years ago, after her marriage. 
She was a member of the Fleetwood Congregational Church, in the Sunday school of which 
her husband is teacher and organist. 


There is one daughter. Miss Hilda Clegg. 


A service was conducted at the home by Dr. A. Porter, who also officiated at the graveside. 
The mourners were: Mr. T. Clegg (husband), Miss Clegg (daughter), Mr. S Roscoe (brother- 
in-law), Mrs. G. Bancroft, Miss Bibby, Mrs. Hampton, Mrs. Eaves, Mrs. Walker, Miss 
Fazackerly, Misses Lucy and C. Glaister (nieces), Mrs. Bibby (Preston), Mr. and Mrs. 
Glaister (Cleveleys), Mr. and Mrs. A. Clegg (Poulton-le-Fylde), Mr. and Mrs. J. Pilkington 
(Blackpool), Mr. R. C. Greenwood (Chorley), Mr. J. T. Burrows (Bramhope, Leeds), Mr. J. 
Eaves, Mr. J. Hampton, and Mr. G. Bancroft (nephews), Mr. and Miss Jones, Miss Murphy, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Wilkinson, Mrs. Whiteside, Mr. Ferguson. Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Porter. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 26" June 1936 
The list of mourners is helpful for family historians. Mr. and Mrs.Glaister were Edward and Ursula 
Glaister; Mr. and Mrs. A. Clegg were Arthur and Annie Sophia Clegg; Mr. and Mrs. J. Pilkington 
were James and Clara Pilkington; and Mr. R. C. Greenwood was Richard Clegg Greenwood. 


Two years later, Thomas Clegg also died at 40 Poulton Road, Fleetwood. 


CLEGG. — On July 6th, at 40, Poulton-road, Fleetwood, THOMAS, the beloved husband of 
[t]he late SELINA CLEGG, aged 67 years. Interment Saturday, Fleetwood Cemetery. 
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Lancashire Evening Post, ra, July 1938 


MR. 'THOMAS CLEGG 
Death of Fleetwood Tradesman 
One of Fleetwood's best-known tradesmen, Mr. Thomas Clegg, of Poulton-road, Fleetwood, 
died on Wednesday night at the age of 67 years, after being in failing health for nearly three 
months. 


Mr. Clegg was the oldest boot and shoe dealer in Fleetwood, having been in business for 
over half a century. 


Born in Lord-street [Fleetwood], he was connected with various phases of the town’s life. 


For over 50 years he was organist and Sunday school teacher at the Fleetwood 
Congregational Sunday school, where he had many friends. 


He was keenly interested in sport, and was a vice-president of the Fleetwood Football Club. 


He was a member of the Benjamin Whitworth Lodge of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars. 


Mrs. Clegg died two years ago, and there is left one daughter, Miss Hilda Clegg, to whom 
the sympathy of many friends will be extended. 


The funeral will take place to-morrow at Fleetwood Cemetery, following a service at the 
house. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 8" July 1938 


50 YEARS IN BUSINESS 


Funeral of Veteran Trader 
The funeral of Mr. Thomas Clegg, Fleetwood's oldest boot and shoe dealer, at Fleetwood 
cemetery on Saturday, was preceded by a service at his home in Poulton-road, conducted by 
the Rev. N. Castles. of Cleveleys. 


Mr. Clegg was 67 years old and had been in business for over half a century, and for more 
than 50 years he was organist and Sunday school teacher at Fleetwood Congregational 
Sunday school. 


He was a vice-president of the Fleetwood Football Club. Among Mr. Clegg's other interests 
was his membership of the Benjamin Whitworth Lodge of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars. 


The chief mourners were:— 


Miss H. Clegg (daughter); Mr. and Mrs. Glaister (sister and brother-in-law); Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Clegg (brother and sister-in-law); Mr. and Mrs. Pilkington (sister and brother-in-law); Miss 
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Glaister (niece); Mr. Greenwood of Chorley (cousin); Mr. Roscoe (brother-in-law); Mrs. 
Eaves and Miss Fazackerley (nieces); Mrs. Bibby (sister-in-law), Miss Murphey; Mr. and 
Miss Jones. ... 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 15" July 1938 (extract) 
I have named the relevant mourners following the report of the funeral of Selina Clegg in 1936. 


The Lancashire Evening Post reported the value of Thomas Clegg’s estate later in 1938. Probate 
was granted to Hilda Bibby Clegg, his daughter, and Arthur Clegg, boot and shoe dealer. This was 
Thomas’ brother Arthur, who had been living in Poulton-le-Fylde for a number of years. 


Fleetwood Boot Dealer Leaves £3,342 


Mr. Thomas Clegg, of 40, Poulton-road, Fleetwood, boot dealer, who died on July 6" last, 
aged 67 years, has left estate of the gross value of £3,342 9s. 11d., with net personalty of 
£1,366 5s. 5d. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 24" October 1938 


Thomas Clegg was probably the last of the Clegg family in Fleetwood involved in the footwear 
business, in particular in clog making. His nephew, Henry Whalley Clegg, who made clogs in 
Poulton-le-Fylde, married Margaret Cooper of Fleetwood in 1942. He died in Blackpool in 1952, 
his residence at the time being 68 Carr Road, Fleetwood, which had been Margaret’s parents’ home. 
I do not know when Henry Whalley Clegg moved to Fleetwood, or whether it was for work or 
health reasons. If he did work in Fleetwood, I have not yet seen any evidence that he made clogs 
there. This means that Thomas Clegg is the last member of the family I know to have made clogs in 
Fleetwood. 


Following the death of Matthew Clegg in 1921, Sarah Ellen had return to Lisburn to be closer to the 
Connell family. Her death in 1946 was announced in the Northern Whig (Ireland). 


CLEGG-—April 2, 1946, at Hospital, Lisburn, Sarah E., widow of Matthew Clegg, 
Fleetwood, and daughter of the late Joseph Connell, 26, Bridge Street, Lisburn. House and 
Funeral Private. 


Northern Whig (Ireland), 3 April 1946 


In 1946, a “looking back” column in the Fleetwood Chronicle mentioned the death 25 years earlier 
of Matthew Clegg, boot and shoe dealer. 


25 years Ago 
June 7th, 1921.—Mr. Matthew Clegg, boot and shoe dealer, died at his home in Blakiston- 


street, Fleetwood. 


Fleetwood Chronicle, 6" June 1946 
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The last time when the clog making Clegg family was mentioned in a Fleetwood newspaper was in 
1954 when the death of Arthur Clegg of Poulton-le-Fylde was reported. The brief obituary referred 
to Jonathan Clegg’s boot and shoe business in Fleetwood, but not to the Cleggs as clog makers. It is 
reproduced in the Poulton-le-Fylde chapter. 


In later years, clogs were seen in Fleetwood on the feet of North West Morris dancers and clog 
dancers. Lancashire Morris teams visited Fleetwood to perform, and the Fylde Folk Festival also 
invited such teams to the town. Between 1977 and 2014, Fleetwood was also the venue for the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Clog Dance Competitions, which were hosted by the Fylde Folk Festival. 


Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers in Fleetwood, 1993 


Original Garstang Morris Men in 
Fleetwood, 1993 


Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers and 
Original Garstang Morris Men danced 
in Fleetwood in 1993 as guests of the 
Fylde Folk Festival. 
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Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers at Marsh Mill, Thornton Cleveleys, 1991 
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Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers at Marsh Mill, Thornton Cleveleys, 1991 
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Map of Ulster (1883) showing Dungannon (west), and Lisburn, Belfast & Newtown Ards (east) 


Belfast, County Antrim 


Thomas Clegg (born 1810 Preston, son of Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865) established a clog making 
business in Belfast in the mid-1850s, while continuing his business interests in Walton-le-Dale. He 
was assisted by his three sons — Henry (born 1834 Walton-le-Dale), William (born 1839 Walton-le- 
Dale), and Thomas (born 1851 Cuerden, Lancashire) — and together they traded as Messrs. Thomas 
Clegg & Sons. 


Thomas and his sons were by no means the first clog makers in Belfast. Miss Munroe, for instance, 
had a patten and clog warehouse at Little Patrick Street in the mid-1830s, and John Moore was a 
clog maker at 16 Skipper Street according to a directory of 1841. Clog making in Belfast had taken 
place for several decades by the time the Cleggs arrived from Lancashire in the mid 1850s. 


Thomas Clegg & Sons were listed in a Belfast directory of 1858 as Clog & Patten Makers at 6 Ann 
Street, Belfast, though they had probably arrived in Ireland a few years earlier. They had been 
trading in Ireland for over ten years when a gazetteer of 1868 described Belfast as follows. 


BELFAST, a seaport, post, and market town; a municipal and parliamentary borough, and 
head of a Poor-law Union, in the par. of Belfast or Shankill, in the bars. of Upper and Lower 
Belfast, in the co. of Antrim, with the suburb of Ballymacarrett, in the par. of the same name, 
in the co. of Down, prov. of Ulster, Ireland, 14 miles to the S.E. of Antrim, or 22 miles by 
railway, and 101 miles to the N. of Dublin, or 112 miles by railway. It is situated at the south 
extremity of Belfast Lough, at the mouth of the river Lagan ... Belfast is the principal 
commercial town in Ireland, the capital of the prov. of Ulster, and now the county town of 
Antrim, in place of Carrickfergus, which formerly held that rank. ... 


The general aspect of the town bespeaks activity and prosperity, and the number of fine 
mansions and villas in the vicinity attest the wealth and taste of the inhabitants, though, from 
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its low situation, it cannot be considered as striking. There are many spacious and handsome 
streets, squares, and terraces, with numerous public buildings, testifying, not only the 
mercantile importance of the place, but its connections with science, literature, art, and 
education. It is lighted with gas, and well supplied with water. ... 


... The staple business of Belfast is the linen and cotton manufactures, of which it is the 
principal seat in Ireland, the former introduced in 1808, and the latter in 1777. To form a just 
estimate of the importance of these manufactures, it should be remembered that only a 
century ago, in 1760, the population of Belfast was under 9,000, and that there are now 
above 18,000 persons engaged in spinning linen yarn alone, which is carried on in about 30 
steam-mills. All varieties of linen, damasks, sheetings, diapers. &c., are made here, and are 
justly celebrated for their durability and excellence. There are five extensive cotton-mills, in 
which velvets, fustians, jeans, ticking, ginghams, calico, muslins, &c., are manufactured. 
The flax-spinning manufacture has grown into great importance, employing now, in the 
town and its vicinity, 500,000 spindles. Calico-printing, bleaching, and dyeing are carried on 
on a large scale. There are 10 or 12 bleach-grounds within the parish. Other large and 
important establishments are the iron-foundries and manufactories for machinery, chemical 
works, glass-works, distilleries, extensive breweries, flour-mills, tanneries, &c. The making 
of ropes and sailcloth also employs many persons. Shipbuilding was introduced about 1792, 
and has grown into an important branch of business, carried on in five ship-yards. ... 


Gazetteer 1868 (extract) 


Belfast in the mid-nineteenth century had some similarities with Lancashire’s industrial towns, such 
as the presence of cotton mills, so the Cleggs no doubt saw that there was a potential market for 
their clogs there, and probably few competitors. Furthermore, in several towns in Lancashire and 
some other parts of Britain, clog makers supplied footwear to the local workhouses. This also 
proved to be the case in Belfast. 


In May 1858, the Belfast-News-Letter and other Belfast newspapers reported how the Board of 
Guardians of the Belfast Union reached its decision to purchase clogs for the workhouse. 


SUPPLY OF CLOGS INSTEAD OF SHOES. 
Mr. JOYCE, in a few remarks, begged to move that the Board approve of obtaining a supply 
of clogs for the Workhouse, instead of shoes, and that they advertise for tenders tor the same. 


Mr. GREER had taken some trouble in connection with this matter, and he had great 
pleasure in seconding the motion of Mr. Joyce. He had procured two or three returns as to 
the annual consumption of shoes in the house, and the costs of such to the union. In 1856 
the number of shoes worn in the house had been 2,053 pair, at a cost of £535 11s. 5d. In the 
year ending 25th of March, 1857, the consumption had been 1,583 pair, and the cost £403 
19s. 1d.; and for the year ending 25th of March, 1858, the consumption had been 1,599 pair, 
at a cost of £479 7s. 1d. For the three years, the average number of pair was was 1,746, and 
the average expense £473. He had, just before going to that meeting, made a sort of a rough 
calculation as to the cost of clogs, and he calculated that they would require 200 pair of 
men's clogs for the year, which would cost about £81; 600 pair of women's, which would be 
about £85; 300 pair of boys' £30; and 300 pair of girls', £27; which would make a total cost 
of £223; leaving a clear saving of £250 per annum to the union, while the inmates would 
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have better covering for their feet—for he believed that as wood was a non-conductor ofheat 
the clogs were warmer in Winter and colder in Summer than shoes. He thought the 
Board should give some time to parties to supply the goods, and at this season the contract 
would be taken at a lower rate than in winter, when the demand was always greater; 
therefore, it would be well if the Board advertised for a supply to be delivered in September 
next. 


Mr. CORRY fully agreed with Mr. Greer that clogs would save the union £250 per year. 
The motion of Mr. Joyce was then put and carried unanimously. 


It was agreed that the Board advertise for tenders to be sent in on the first Board-day in June, 
and that the goods be delivered in September. 


Belfast News-Letter, 6" May 1858 (extract) 


An advertisement was placed by the Board later that month. 


Poor-Law Notices 
BELFAST UNION. 

THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS, BELFAST UNION, invite Proposals to supply the Union 
Workhouse with 

200 Pairs of Men's Clogs; 

600 Pairs of Women's Clogs; 

300 Pairs of Boys' Clogs; 

300 Pairs of Girls' Clogs; 
Sizes and Patterns may be seen on application to the Workhouse Master. 
Proposals to be lodged before ELEVEN o'clock, A.M., on WEDNESDAY, the 2nd June, 
1858. 
Security will be required for the due fulfilment of the Contract. 
The Board not bound to accept the lowest, or any Tender. 

WM. BOYCE, Union Clerk. 

Board-room, 14th May, 1858. 


Belfast News-Letter, 15" May 1858 
The results of the tendering process were announced on 3" June 1858. 


BOARD OF GUARDIANS.—The guardians of the Belfast Union held a meeting on 
Wednesday, in their board-room ... 


... Tenders were then taken for clogs, when six competitors appeared. Messrs. Thomas Clegg 
& Sons, Belfast., were declared the contractors, at the following rates : —200 pairs men's, 3 
sizes, at 3s 3d, 3s 4d, and 3s 5d; 600 pairs women's, 3 sizes, 2s 11d, 3s, and 3s 3d; 200 pairs 
boys', 3 sizes, 1s 10d, 2s 4d, and 2s 9d; 200 girls’, 3 sizes, 1s 10d, 2s 4d, and 2s 9d; 200 
children's, 3 sizes, 1s 2d, 1s 6d, and 1s 8d. ... 


Belfast Mercury, 3" June 1858 (also Belfast Morning Newspaper, 4" June 1858) (extract) 
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The Cleggs won the workhouse contract in competition with other clog makers. It is likely that not 
all of them were based in Belfast. At this time there were several clog makers in Ireland, some of 
whom came from England, but some manufacturers based in Britain also tried to secure customers 
in Belfast. For instance, a Mr. R. Ross of Glasgow advertised in the Belfast News-Letter in 1865 
that he had a large quantity of cheap clogs for sale. 


The following extract from Wikipedia explains the introduction of Poor Law Unions in Ireland. The 
Belfast Union operated the workhouse in Belfast. 


The report of the Royal Commission on the Poorer Classes in Ireland 1833 led to the Irish 
Poor Law Act of 1838, under which three "poor law commissioners" divided Ireland into 
poor law unions, in which paupers would receive poor relief (either workhouse or outdoor 
relief) paid for by a poor rate based on a "poor law valuation". The name "union" was 
retained from the English "union of parishes" model although the Irish union boundaries 
diverged greatly from those of the civil parishes. A union was named after the town on 
which it was centred, where its workhouse was located. Unions were defined as groups of 
poor law electoral divisions, in turn defined as groups of townlands. Electoral divisions 
returned members to the board of guardians, with voters who paid higher rates having more 
votes. During and after the Great Famine, boundaries in the impoverished west were 
redrawn to create more and smaller union for easier administration. When the Irish General 
Register Office was established in 1864, each union became a superintendent registrar's 
district, with groups of electoral divisions forming a dispensary or registrar's district. 


Wikipedia 2022 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wikiArish_Poor_Laws#Poor Law Unions) 


The Workhouse website provides specific information about the Belfast Poor law Union and its 
workhouse and school. 


Belfast Poor Law Union was officially formed on 1st June, 1839, and covered an area of 75 
square miles. Its operation was overseen by an elected Board of Guardians, 22 in number, 
representing its 12 electoral divisions as listed below (figures in brackets indicate numbers 
of Guardians if more than one): 


Co. Antrim: Ballygomartin, Ballymurphy, Ballysillan, Belfast (10), Cammoney, Greencastle, 
Whitehouse. 
Co. Down: Ballyhackamore, Ballymacarrett (2), Castlereagh, Dundonald Church-quarter, 
Hollywood. 


The Board also included 7 ex-officio Guardians, making a total of 29. 


A twelve-acre site for a workhouse was purchased in March 1839 from John Alexander at 
£280 an acre. It was situated at the south-west of the city between the New Lisburn Turnpike 
(toll) Road at the east, and Blackstaff Loaning (now Donegall Road) at the north. The new 
workhouse was designed by George Wilkinson to accommodate 1,000 inmates. The building 
work was was contracted to Arthur Williams and Sons. The cost of the building was £7,000 
plus £2,869 for fixtures and fittings etc. It was declared fit for the admission of paupers on 
1st Jan 1841, and admitted its first inmates a few months later on the 11th May. 
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In 1848, A school was erected at the south-west of the workhouse to provide classrooms and 
accommodation for 1,300 boys and girls. In 1851, Mr Senior, a government inspector, 
recommended that beds should sleep two rather than three children. 


In 1869, the Board of Guardians decided to convert the original school into an infirmary. A 
new school building was opened in October 1874 behind the original school. The second 
school cost £10,500 and housed 450 girls and boys. 


The Workhouse website, 2022 (https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Belfast/) 


Winning the contract to supply clogs to the Belfast workhouse in competition with five other 
competitors raised the profile of Messrs. Thomas Clegg and Sons. The Cleggs attempted to 
strengthen their position by placing advertisements in several newspapers. 


THOMAS CLEGG & SONS, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
CLOG MANUFACTURERS. 
8, ANN STREET, BELFAST. 
The Cheapest and Best House in the Trade. Inspection solicited. 


Belfast Morning News, 3" September 1858 (also Belfast Mercury 4" September 1858) 


THOMAS CLEGG & SONS, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
CLOG MANUFACTURERS. 
8, ANN STREET, BELFAST. 
The Cheapest and Best House in the Trade. Inspection solicited. 
Also Old Clogs carefully Repaired. Country orders punctually attended to. 


Ulster General Advertiser, 4" September 1858 


THOMAS CLEGG & SONS, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
CLOG MANUFACTURERS. 
8, ANN STREET, BELFAST. 
THE CHEAPEST AND BEST HOUSE IN THE TRADE. 
Country orders punctually attended to. 


Northern Whig, 10" September 1858 


Earlier in 1858, William Clegg had married Martha Haworth in Belfast. Martha was bom in 
Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1837, and was the daughter of Giles Haworth, an Overlooker, and Betty 
Grime. The Haworths had moved from Blackburn to Preston, and then to Carlisle, Cumberland, 
where Betty Haworth died in 1847. In the early 1850s, the Haworths moved to Belfast, where Giles 
remarried in 1855, having become a Power Loom Manager by that time. When Martha married 
William Clegg, he was described as a Clog Maker of Belfast, but his father Thomas was recorded as 
a Cloth Maker, suggesting that someone in Belfast struggled with Lancashire accents. Giles 
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Haworth was recorded as a Mill Manager, and it seems possible that at least some of his employees 
were customers of the Cleggs. 


During September 1858, there was an accident in Ann Street involving a young Thomas Clegg. The 
business address of Thomas Clegg & Sons at that time was 8 Ann Street. The likelihood is that this 
child was Henry Clegg’s son Thomas, who had been born in Bamber Bridge, Lancashire, in 1856. 
Thomas Clegg’s son Thomas would have been around seven by this time and was perhaps less 
likely to lick laudanum off the floor than his young nephew. 


SINGULAR ACCIDENT.—On Friday, a child named Thomas Clegg was amusing himself 
in a house in Ann Street when a quantity of laudanum happened to be spilt upon the floor. 
Before he was perceived, he had licked up so much of it that it was necessary to convey him 
to the General Hospital, where his life was saved by the prompt application of the stomach 


pump. 
Banner of Ulster, 14" September 1858 


A SINGULAR FANCY FOR LAUDANUM.—On Friday evening, a little boy named 
Thomas Clegg was conveyed to the General Hospital, Belfast, suffering under the influence 
of laudanum. It appeared that a quantity of the liquid had been spilt on the floor, in a house 
in Ann Street, and that the child was engaged in licking it up when the mother entered the 
room. On being conveyed to the hospital, it was found necessary to apply the stomach- 
pump, the child having partaken of a large quantity of the laudanum; and, after having been 
considerably operated on in that respect, he became so much restored as to be again 
entrusted to the care of his mother. 


Belfast Morning News, 14" September 1858 


During 1859 it was reported that the use of clogs by the school associated with the workhouse was 
not straightforward. Having decided to purchase clogs for the children, it seems that the Board of 
Guardians had not considered the matter of repairing the clogs. 


The Guardians after some consultation in the Board-room repaired to the school-building, 
accompanied by Captain Robinson, to examine the stock of clothing there, especially the 
shoes and clogs. 


The Schoolmaster had on hands, for about 120 boys, according to the clothing account— 
coats, 156; trousers, 496; shirts, 402; shoes, 420; stockings, 414 pair; caps, 270; overalls, 
591; clogs, 303. 


There were found in store, 53 pair of new shoes; 218 pair of half-worn shoes, and 149 pair 
unfit for wear. Of the 303 pair of clogs the majority of them were found in a bad state, 
although only issued at November last. The boys having been examined, it was found that, 
with the exception of about twenty, their clogs were all without "shods," in a bad state of 
repair, and but few of them fitted the children who were wearing them. 
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The Schoolmistress had on hands, for about 140 girls, according to the clothing-book— 
frocks, 302; petticoats, 230; shifts, 369; shoes, 297; stockings, 201; hoods, 77; slips, 415; 
capes, 165; clogs, 579. 


The Guardians, on inspecting the stock, found all the shoes in the store, the majority of them 
being in a state fit for repairs, although left up in store as if useless, the clogs having been 
taken into wear. 


The Schoolmaster stated that, when he got the 303 pair of clogs, which was the whole 
supply procured for the boys, he placed all the shoes in store, and took the clogs into wear, 
inasmuch as he thought nothing was to be worn but clogs. He could account for every article 
which had been given into his charge. 


The Guardians, Captain Robinson, and Mr. Clegg (clog manufacturer) having examined 
minutely into the state of the articles in question, the members returned to the board-room. 


After some remarks from several members present, Mr. THOMSON moved—"That the 
Board, having examined the state of the school, and found that the children have been fitted 
with clogs with very little care, and that, consequently, their clogs have been much abused; 
that the new clogs were taken into wear while there were a number of half-worn shoes, and 
that the officers had no sufficient authority for such a proceeding, the Board are of opinion 
that the Schoolmaster's conduct has been marked with gross neglect and inefficiency; that 
the same observation applies to the Schoolmistress, though in a lesser degree. The Board 
considers that the workhouse Master should not have given so large a stock into the hands of 
the teachers, and that he was much to blame in not having exercised greater supervision over 
the proceedings of the officers, and ought to have been aware of it, and have reported to the 
Board, the large stock of half-worn shoes on hands. That the Clerk summon a full meeting of 
the Board for Tuesday next to consider the conduct of the officers referred to." 


Mr. GREER seconded the motion, which was put and passed unanimously. 


Mr. BELL moved—"That all the half-worn shoes be repaired, and that these and the new 
shoes in store be worn by the girls and young children; that in future the girls' clogs be 
"shod" with leather, and that shoes be used in the infant school. The Board are of opinion 
that it would be of much advantage to contract for the repair of the clogs. The person who 
supplied the clogs proposes to repair them at a reasonable rate, and the Board recommend 
that, in the first instance, all the bad clogs in the house be put into repair at the price offered. 
That the Master lay before the Board on Tuesday a return of the number of clogs requiring 
repair, specifying the number requiring soling and the number requiring sheds. That Mr. 
Clegg, clog manufacturer, be requested to tender, in writing, for keeping the clogs in repair 
after they are once put in order." 


Mr. CHARLEY begged to second the motion, which was put and passed unanimously. 
The Board soon after adjourned. 


Belfast News-Letter, 21° February 1859 (extract) 
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In these reports, Mr. Clegg the clog manufacturer appears to be Thomas Clegg of Messrs. Thomas 
Clegg and Sons. 


THE CLOTHING AND CLOGS. 
The CLERK then read the resolutions passed at the special meeting of the Guardians, held 
last Saturday, in reference to the clothing and clogs supplied to the school children, a report 
of which appeared in Monday's News-Letter. 


The Board did not desire to make any alteration in those resolutions. 
The CHAIRMAN read a report from the Master as to the number of clogs requiring repair. 


Mr. TAYLOR referred to the offer of Mr. Clegg, clog manufacturer, to put the clogs into and 
to keep them in a good state of repair. 


Mr. CORRY begged to move that the offer to put them in a good state of repair be at once 
accepted. 


Mr. TAYLOR begged to second the motion, which was passed nem. con. 
Belfast news-Letter, 23 February 1859 (extract) 


The Cleggs placed a number of advertisements for timber to make clog soles. This one from 1859 
was to seek a supply of alder wood, which the Cleggs would have used in Lancashire, but in later 
advertisements they indicated that other types of wood were considered suitable for clog soles. 


WANTED, from 300 to 1,500 ALDER TREES. Apply to T. CLEGG & SONS, Clog 
Manufacturers, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. Also, Two respectable Boys as APPRENTICES. 


Belfast Morning News, 9" December 1859 


The Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union having set an example by purchasing clogs from the 
Cleggs for the Belfast workhouse, another Poor Law Union followed the lead in 1860. 


SHOES. 

The Clerk read a letter from the Clerk of the Belfast union, in reply to the query he was 
requested to make, as to the class of paupers wearing clogs in the workhouse there, and cost 
of this description of foot covering. It appeared that clogs were worn by all adult paupers, as 
well as by the boys and girls in the house, with the exception of the attendants on the sick. 
The cost varied from 3s 5d to 2s 11d for men's; 2s 9d to 1s 10d for women's; and 1s 8d to 
1s 2d for children's. They were considered preferable to shoes in the Belfast workhouse, and 
were much cheaper. 


After some conversation on the subject, it was agreed to that 20 pairs of clogs for men, and 
20 pairs for women, should be ordered from the maker that supplied Belfast workhouse, the 


price to be the same. 


Coleraine Chronicle, 17" November 1860 (extract) 
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A Belfast street directory of 1861 listed T. Clegg & Sons at 6 Ann Street. Later advertisements 
confirmed that Thomas Clegg’s business premises were at 6 and 8 Ann Street. 


Thomas Clegg did maintain business interests back in Lancashire. In the 1861 census of England 
and Wales, Thomas and Esther Clegg were recorded in Walton-le-Dale, as were children Margaret, 
Mary Ann, and Thomas, and granddaughter Alice, the daughter of Henry and Mary Clegg. Henry 
and William Clegg were not in Lancashire, so were probably managing the business in Ireland, 
though there are no census records to confirm where they were. Henry’s wife Mary was in 
Lancashire in 1861. She was with their children Thomas, Priscilla, and Joseph E., at 2 Bamber 
Bridge Square, Walton-le-Dale. She was described as a Clogger’s Wife. Mary Clegg was lodging 
with her husband’s sister Alice, who had married clogger Joseph Connell in 1859. The Connells 
moved to Belfast during the 1860s. Priscilla and Joseph E. Clegg were said to have been born in 
Ireland, though I have not found their birth records. There is a baptismal record for a baptism of a 
Joseph Edward Clegg in Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1861. The child was the son of Henry Clegg, a 
Clogger, and Mary, and their residence was in Ordnance Street, Blackburn. It is possible that Henry 
Clegg established a business in Blackburn before deciding to concentrate on his interests in Ireland. 


Advertisements placed by Thomas Clegg during 1861 gave examples of some of his customers, and 
stated the range of products available. “Clog Shods” were clog irons or caulkers, for protecting the 
wooden soles of the clogs. 


THOMAS CLEGG, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL CLOG 
MANUFACTURER, 
BEGS leave to inform his Friends and the Public that he has a large Stock of CLOGS on 
hands; and, having the honour of supplying many Workhouses, Prisons, Bleachworks, and 
other places, including the Belfast Union, he can supply any of the above places with Clogs, 
Clog Soles, Clog Shods, Clog Nails, and Shod Nails, at very low prices. 
Any person selling Clogs under his name, not his make, will he prosecuted. 
Every kind of his goods warranted.. 
THOMAS CLEGG, 


8, ANN STREET, BELFAST, 
AND 


CONWAY SQUARE, NEWTOWNARDS. 
Belfast Morning News, 2™ November 1861 


By 1861, the Cleggs also had premises in Conway Square, Newtownards, and continued to seek 
supplied of alder for clog soles. 


THOMAS CLEGG, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL CLOG MANUFACTURER, 
BEGS leave to inform his friends and the Public that he has a large Stock of CLOGS on 
hands; and, having the honour of supplying many Workhouses, Prisons, Bleachworks, and 
other places, including the Belfast Union, he can supply any of the above places with Clogs, 
Clog Soles, Clog Shods, Clog Nails, and Shod Nails, at very low prices. 
Any person selling Clogs under his name, not hip make, will be prosecuted. 
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Every kind of his goods warranted. 
THOMAS CLEGG, 8, Ann-street, Belfast, and Conway Square, Newtownards. 
Wanted 5,000 feet of Alder Timber—preferred standing. 


Londonderry Sentinel, 22" November 1861 


The first child of William and Martha Clegg I have found was William Henry, born in 1862. I have 
not found a birth record in Ireland, but a William Henry Clegg, whose mother’s maiden name was 
Haworth, was born in Blackburn in 1862. (The birth certificate would confirm whether this was 
their child.) A Joseph Clegg, also the son of a mother with the maiden name Haworth, was born in 
Blackburn two years earlier. These two births were around the time the Cleggs were dividing their 
time between business interests in Ireland and Lancashire. If Henry and Mary’s son Joseph Edward 
was baptised in Blackburn in 1861, then it is possible that one or more of William and Martha’s 
children were born in Blackburn. 


In 1862, two boys were prosecuted for sealing clogs from Mr. Clegg’s shop. The sentence was 
harsh. 


THEFT. 
Charles Harvey and Edward Maguire were charged with having stolen a pair of clogs from 
the shop of a Mr. Clegg. The owner saw the boys run off with the clogs, when he followed, 
and gave them into custody. 


His WORSHIP sent them each to jail for one month, and then to go to a reformatory for five 
years. 


Belfast News-Letter, 17" January 1862 


BELFAST POLICE COURT—YESTERDAY. 
[Before W. S. TRACY, Esq., RM.] 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS—Charles Harvey and Edward Maguire were charged by Mr. 
Clegg, clogmaker, with having stolen a pair of clogs from his shop. Mr. Clegg deposed that 
he saw the little fellows lift the clogs and run away. He followed, and gave them into the 
custody of a constable. The prisoners had just been liberated on Tuesday by Mr. Tracy, they 
having been charged with aiding and abetting three other lads in stealing a carpet bag. Their 
companions were each ordered a term of imprisonment, and afterwards to be sent to a 
reformatory. His WORSHIP dealt similarly with Harvey and Maguire, committing them 
each to jail for a month, at the expiration of which time they were to be sent to a Roman 
Catholic Reformatory for five years. 


Northern Whig, 17" January 1862 


Neither of these reports states the address of the shop or gives Mr. Clegg’s full name. The likelihood 
is that the theft was from the Cleggs’ Ann Street premises. However, by this time Thomas Clegg 
and his sons were dividing their time between their Belfast and Newtownards operations, so it is not 
clear whether Thomas Clegg or one of his sons would have been managing the Belfast shop. Henry 
Clegg would have been about twenty-eight and his brother William about twenty-three. Either of 
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them could have taken on the responsibility. They had been left in charge in 1861 when Thomas 
Clegg had returned to Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire. 


Thomas Clegg’s daughter Margaret married Thomas Wilkinson in Belfast in 1863. Margaret was 
born in Walton-le-Dale of Cuerden, Lancashire, in 1841, and Thomas was born in Preston in the 
same year. Margaret was living at Ann Street, Belfast, presumably with her father, Thomas Clegg, a 
Clogmaker. Though Thomas Wilkinson was also a Clogmaker in 1863, living in Wesley Street, 
Belfast, his family background was not clog making. His father was a Joiner, and his grandfather 
was a Shoe Maker. It is possible that he learned clog making as apprentice to the Cleggs. At the 
time of the 1861 census, Thomas had been a Clogger living in Blackburn, and I wonder whether he 
was working for the Cleggs at that time. He followed them to Belfast within the next couple of 
years. 


Henry and Mary Clegg’s son Joseph Edward died, probably by 1863, though I have not found his 
death record in Ireland or Lancashire. Their son Joseph Clegg was born in 1863, but possibly in 
1865. Census records state his birthplace to have been County Antrim, but do not specify the town. 
Unfortunately I have not identified his birth record in Ireland or Lancashire to confirm details. 


This sad incident in 1863 occurred at a Clegg clog shop in Divis Street, Belfast. The Cleggs now 
had two addresses in Belfast, in addition to their presence in Newtownards. 


SUDDEN DEATH. — On Wednesday, about two o'clock, an old man named Doyle, residing 
in May Street, Belfast, went into the shop of a clogmaker, named Clegg, in Divis Street, and 
as he was passing to a back room for the purpose, as was supposed, of getting his shoes 
repaired, he suddenly dropped down, and when assistance was obtained he was found to be 
dead. It is thought that the poor man died from disease of the heart. 


Belfast Morning News, 20" November 1863 (also Banner of Ulster 19" November 1863) 


The Cleggs’ turnover was such that supplies of alder to make clog blocks, and ultimately clog soles, 
were required regularly, as were apprentices. 


WANTED, within 100 miles of Belfast, 8,000 solid feet of ALDER WOOD for Clog Blocks. 
State price per ton, or per solid foot, laid down at the nearest Railway Station; or where it 

lies will do, if not very heavy. Also Two APPRENTICES. Apply by letter to THOMAS 

CLEGG, Clog Manufacturer, Nos. 6 and 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Morning News, 11th December 1863 


Thomas Clegg was listed in a Belfast directory of 1865 as a Clog and Patten Maker, and a Clog 
Manufacturer, Wholesale and Retail. This suggests that he supplied clogs to businesses which 
wished to sell them but which could not make their own. His premises were at 6 & 8 Ann Street, 
and 177 North Street in Belfast, and at 11 Conway Square, Newtownards. His son William also 
appeared in the directory as a Clog and Patten Maker at 41 Devis [sic] Street. 


The following advertisement was placed by Thomas Clegg in the 1865 directory. A clasp clog 


appears on the left, and a lace-up shoe clog on the right. The clasp clog was regarded as being the 
most typical Lancashire clog, even though most clasps were made in Sheffield and Bradford. 
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THOMAS CLEGG, 
CLOG MANUFACTURER, 


WHOLESALIC AND Ris'TAIL, 


6 & 8, ANN STREET, & 177, NORTH STREET, BELFAST. 


AND 


1l, CONWAY SQUARE, NEWTOWNARDS, 


Ilas always in Stock a most extensive Assortment of every description of 
CLOGS, which he is prepared to supply tothe Public and Trade at Prices 
lower than any House in Belfast. Clogs neatly repaired. 


ALWAYS ON HAND, A GOOD SUPPLY OL 


Clog Soles, Ploughing Clogs, 

Clog Pattens, Ladies’ Clogs, 

French Pattens, Clog Nails, 

Draining Clogs, Shod Nails, . 
Gardening Clogs Ivench Clog Pattens, 

Clog Shods, Neat Fancy Clogs, all sorts, 
Ring Clog Pattens, Water-tight Clogs, 

Spring Clogs, Gentlemen's Clogs. 


THOMAS CLEGG has had the honour to supply the Belfast Union for 
the last nine years; also several other vont, Jails, C harity Institutions, 
Bleachworks, and other Works, with Clogs and other Goods connected 
with the Trade, 


AN INSPECTION SOLICITED- 


Thomas Clegg advertised an extensive range of clogs and pattens, which unfortunately are not 
described in detail or illustrated. Some of these were probably survivals of earlier styles, which then 
died out due to lack of demand later in the century. Some styles, such as Clog Pattens, did continue 
being made by some cloggers into the twentieth century. “Neat Fancy Clogs” were probably of the 
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style known as “dandy” clogs in Lancashire, and were intended for “best” wear, such as evenings 
out or on Sundays. They would not have been supplied for use in workhouses or jails, or at 
bleachworks. If worn without “clog shods”, or clog irons or caulkers as they were known in parts of 
England, they would have been suitable for use by clog dancers on the music hall stage. Many clog 
dancers visited Ireland during the nineteenth century, appearing in Belfast and Dublin in particular, 
but Irish dancers also took to wearing clogs, and some became very successful in Britain and the 
United States. One such dancer was J. Flynn, who in 1864 was advertised as “Mr. J. FLYNN, the 
great Pump, Clog, and Sand Dancer, holder of the silver belt against all comers for the last four 
years, and who at present challenges any Dancer in the world (Christy Minstrels included) for £100. 
Stakes always ready at the Theatre.” (Freeman’s Journal, 16" November 1864) Flynn was promoted 
as being a world champion dancer twenty years before Dan Leno held what was claimed to be the 
first world title. I would like to think that the Cleggs sold dancing clogs to Irish clog dancers, but I 
doubt that I will ever have the evidence to prove this. 


The first son of Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson, Francis William Henry, was born at the beginning 
of 1865. Thomas Wilkinson was recorded as being a Clog Maker at 177 North Street, Belfast. This 
address was the second of the Belfast premises listed in Thomas Clegg’s advertisement. Thomas 
Wilkinson, husband of Thomas Clegg’s daughter Margaret, was running one of his father-in-law’s 
establishments. 


William and Martha Clegg’s son Albert Edward was born in Belfast in 1865. His birth record shows 
that his father was a Clogmaker of 41 Divis Street, Belfast. 


Another theft from Clegg premises occurred in 1865, and again the culprit was in receipt of a harsh 
sentence. 


A lad, named Joseph Lynu, was charged with stealing a pair of clogs from the shop of 
Thomas Clegg, Ann Street. 


Clegg said that the clogs were stolen on Wednesday evening, and taken by the prisoner to his 
(complainant's) brother's shop in Divis Street, to be repaired or altered. The clogs (produced) 
were his property, and were worth 3s. 9d. 


The prisoner, who had formerly been convicted for a similar offence, was sentenced to three 
months' imprisonment. 


Belfast News-Letter, 29" August 1865 


The reference to the Ann Street and Divis Street shops being run by brothers is confusing. Thomas 
Clegg’s son Thomas would have been about 14 years old at this time, and probably would not have 
been given charge of the Ann Street business. It is possible that Thomas Clegg (senior) managed 
Ann Street, and one of his sons Divis Street. As we shall see, William Clegg became associated with 
Divis Street, whereas Henry Clegg traded in Newtownards. 


Joseph and Alice Connell’s son Alfred was born at 2 Blenheim Street, Belfast, in 1865, his father 
being a Clog Maker. 


Page 94 


Ireland 


In a directory of 1866, Thomas Clegg was listed as a Clogmaker at 177 North Street (Thomas 
Wilkinson’s abode), and 6 & 8 Ann Street. William Clegg was listed at 41 Divis Street as a Clog 
and Pattenmaker, and also placed the following advertisement. 


CT et ee | 


THE! CHE APEST C10 + WARETOUSE IN BELEAST. 


WILLTAM Sonne, 


WPoresary & Gxerasw ‘CL06 NCANUEACTURER, 
41, DIVIS STREET, | BELFAST. 


Always on hand a large stock of CLOGS cf every description. Conntry 
Orders punctually attended to. 


This suggests that by 1866 William Clegg was trading independently of the business of Thomas 
Clegg and Sons. His brother Henry was operating in Newtownards at this time, possibly assisted by 
younger brother Thomas, leaving his father and Thomas Wilkinson to manage the premises of 
Thomas Clegg and Sons in Belfast. 


William and Martha Clegg’s daughter Maggie or Margaret was born in Belfast around 1866 (based 
on her 1888 marriage record, and the 1901 and 1911 censuses). Unfortunately I have been unable to 
trace her birth record. 


The Cleggs’ business must have been prospering because they continued to seek large supplies of 
timber, alder in particular, for clog soles. It is possible that the Cleggs based in Ireland also supplied 
those members of the family who remained in Lancashire with either timber, clog blocks, or clog 
soles, but I have no confirmation of this. However, I am familiar with businesses which did send 
timber and clog soles from Ireland to Lancashire. One of these businesses sent timber from Ireland 
to Liverpool to produce machine-made clog soles. 


WANTED, 300 TONS OF ALDER WOOD, in small lots, or all in one lot, delivered at any 
Railway Station, or the Wood Graving Cut, of any size above four inches at the top. Apply, 
by letter, to THOMAS CLEGG, Clog Manufacturer, 6 & 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 
Belfast Weekly News, 3" March 1866 

Later in 1866, William Clegg was seeking to recruit clog makers from Lancashire to work for him 


in Belfast. The advertisement identifies his premises as being at 43 Divis Street, Belfast. William 
Clegg was recorded at several addresses in Divis Street throughout the 1860s and 1870s. 
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TO Clog Makers.—-Wanted, Two Sole makers and Three Seatsmen; none but good and steady 
workmen need apply : constant enployment.—Apply by letter to William Clegg, 43, Divis- 
street, Belfast. 


Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, 6" October 1866 (also 8" and 10" 
October 1866) 


If Divis Street is familiar to those who remember “The Troubles” of Northern Ireland in the late 
twentieth century, it is a continuation of the predominantly Catholic Falls Road. During this period, 
Divis Tower was a flashpoint area. We shall see that a century earlier Divis Street could also be a 
flashpoint area. 


Thomas Clegg continued to advertise for supplies of wood suitable clogs, but in addition to alder he 
stated that he would also accept offers of willow or birch. 


WANTED, 20,000 feet of WOOD-Alder, Willow, or Birch-for Clogs. Also, Two 
APPRENTICES. Wages, 5s per week, raised 1s every year. Apply to THOMAS CLEGG, 8, 
Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Morning News, 7" December 1866 
The death of William and Martha’s son Albert Edward Clegg was announced in 1867. 


DEATHS. 
May 25, at 43, Divis Street, Belfast, Albert Edward, third son of Mr. William Clegg, clog 
manufacturer, aged two years. His remains will be removed for interment in Shankhill 
Burying-ground, on tomorrow (Tuesday) morning, at ten o'clock. Friends will please accept 
this intimation. 


Belfast Morning News, 27" May 1867 (also Belfast News-Letter, same date, and Belfast 
Weekly News, 1° June 1867) 


As Albert Edward Clegg was the third son of William and Martha, the implication is that an 
unidentified son was born in an earlier year (possibly before William Henry in 1862) and died at a 
young age. I have identified the birth of a Joseph Clegg in Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1860, whose 
mother’s maiden name was Haworth. It is possible that this was William and Martha’s first son, but 
I have not found any records to confirm this theory, and cannot justify the purchase of a copy birth 
certificate for the child “on spec”. 


Samuel Connell, the son of Joseph and Alice, was born in 1867. His father was recorded as being a 
Clog Maker, of 41 Divis Street, Belfast. This was formerly the address of William Clegg, who 
appears to have moved into the adjacent residence by this time. It suggests that Joseph Connell was 
working with his brother-in-law William Clegg, rather than for his father-in-law’s business, Thomas 
Clegg and Sons. 


Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson’s second son, Thomas Clegg Wilkinson, was also born during 


1867. The birth record shows his father to have been a Clog Maker at 177 North Street, one of the 
premises of Thomas Clegg and Sons. 
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Thomas Clegg was the victim of another theft in 1867. 


LARCENIES. — Hugh Orr, a young lad twelve years of age, was brought up in custody, 
charged by Thomas Clegg, of Ann Street, clogmaker, with having stolen a pair of clogs from 
his shop on Friday last. Mr. Clegg proved that two pair of clogs were stolen from him on 
Friday, and that the pair produced were his property. Isaac Blakely proved that he saw the 
prisoner on Friday evening between five and six o'clock take a pair a clogs from the door of 
Mr. Clegg's shop, and run off with them. He informed Mr. Clegg of the occurrence. John 
Cunningham said he bought the pair of clogs [produced] from a boy who was with the 
prisoner for 1s. The prisoner's father appeared upon the table, and begged their Worships to 
let him off. Mr. ORME said he would not, and sentenced him to fourteen days' 
imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was to be sent to the Malone Protestant 
Reformatory for five years. 


Northern Whig, 31° December 1867 


STEALING A PAIR OF CLOGS. 
Hugh Orr, a little boy, was brought up in custody of Sub-Constable Dinsmore, charged with 
stealing a pair of clogs, the property of Thomas Clegg, Ann Street, on Friday evening last. 


Mr. Seeds prosecuted. 


Isaac Blakely deposed to seeing the prisoner steal the clogs from the shop door, about five 
o'clock on Friday evening. 


The prisoner had been already before the Bench on similar charges on former occasions, and 
the magistrates ordered him to be imprisoned for fourteen days, and, at the expiration of that 
time, to go to the Malone Reformatory for five years. 


Belfast News-Letter, 31% December 1867 (also Belfast Weekly News, 4" January 1868) 


A Belfast directory of 1868 listed the Cleggs’ premises and those of two other clog makers, Joseph 
Connell and Thomas Harrison. Thomas Clegg was a Clog and Patten Manufacturer at 177 North 
Street and 6 & 8 Ann Street; William Clegg the same at 43 Divis Street; Joseph Connell a Clog 
Maker at 41 Divis Street; and Thomas Harrison a Clog and Patten Maker at 96 North Street. These 
were the only clog making businesses in Belfast at that time. 


If Joseph Connell was working with his neighbour and brother-in-law William Clegg, Thomas 
Harrison was the Cleggs’ only competitor. In an advertisement placed in the Belfast Morning News 
of 17" October 1862, he had claimed to have “the largest and best STOCK of CLOGS in the North 
of Ireland”, and that he had premises at 86 Hercules Street, Belfast; 49 Mill Street, Ballymena; and 
Thomas Street, Armagh. Thomas Harrison, who was from Cheshire, was the son-in-law of John 
Scarborough, a Clog & Patten maker from Liverpool who, with his sons, established clogs shops in 
Belfast, Dublin, and other Irish towns. Harrison took over one of the Scarboroughs’ shops, and then 
his son John continued making clogs in Belfast in later years. 


By 1868, Thomas Clegg had added sycamore to the list of types of wood he required for clog 
blocks. 
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WANTED, a Large Quantity of WOOD for Clog Blocks—Alder, Willow, Birch, or 
Sycamore—in one or more Lots : not more than 120 miles from Belfast. State price per Ton— 
AO feet to the ton. Apply by letter to THOMAS CLEGG, Clog Manufacturer, 8, Ann Street, 
Belfast. 


Belfast Morning News, 24" February 1868 


Thomas Clegg’s wife Esther died in Bamber Bridge, Lancashire, in 1868, and was buried in 
Walton-le-Dale. 


William and Martha Clegg’s son Arthur was born in Belfast in 1869, but died there later the same 
year. In Arthur’s birth record, William Clegg was described as a Clog Maker of 68 Divis Street, 
Belfast. 


When Joseph Connell was born in 1869, his father Joseph was recorded as being a Clog Maker of 
66 Divis Street, Belfast. Again he was living next door to his brother-in-law William Clegg. At 
present, I am not certain whether Clegg and Connell moved from 41 and 43 Divis Street to 66 and 
68 Divis Street, or whether properties in the street were renumbered. William Clegg was at 41 Divis 
Street in later years, so did he return to his previous residence or was renumbering of properties 
reversed? 


Later in 1869, Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson’s daughter Esther Ann was born. Thomas Wilkinson 
was a Clog Maker, now of 171 North Street rather than 177. 


In a Belfast directory of 1870, Thomas Clegg was listed as a Clog and Patten Maker, with premises 
at 6 & 8 Ann Street, and 171 North Street. The latter address was Thomas Wilkinson’s residence. 
William Clegg and Joseph Connell was also Clog and Patten makers, at 68 and 66 Divis Street 
respectively. 


Thomas and Esther Clegg’s youngest daughter, Mary Ann, who was born in Walton-le-Dale in 
1848, married Jonathan Clegg (born 1841 Poulton-le-Fylde, son of Thomas Clegg (1814 — 1892), 
grandson of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879)) in Fleetwood, Lancashire, in 1870. A report about the 
marriage described Mary Ann Clegg as being “of Belfast”, which confirms that she had been living 
in Belfast prior to the marriage, and that the Cleggs in Belfast remained in contact with their family 
members in Lancashire. 


William and Martha Clegg’s son Thomas was born at 68 Divis Street, Belfast, later in 1870, 
William’s occupation being recorded as Clog Maker. 


Thomas Clegg’s son Thomas married Margaret Blythe in Newtownards during 1871, when he was 
about twenty. This might suggest that young Thomas Clegg spent time in that town working with 
his older brother Henry. His residence was stated to be Newtownards, and his father’s occupation 
was Clog Manufacturer. 


During 1871, Thomas Clegg tried to recruit a girl to sew leather uppers by machine, and boys as 
clog making apprentices. 
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WANTED, A MACHINE GIRL TO WORK Singer’s Machine, to stitch leather. Also two 
BOYS as Apprentices to the Clog-making.—Apply to THOS. CLEGG, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 20" March 1871 


Joseph and Alice Connell’s son George was born in 1871 at 3 Kendal Street, Belfast. Joseph 
Connell was a Clog Maker, but Alice’s maiden name was recorded as Clay rather than Clegg, 
perhaps being another accent of the Lancashire accent being misunderstood in Belfast. The 
Connells were no longer living next door to William Clegg, though it is possible that Joseph was 
still working with him. 


Thomas Clegg again advertised for a machine girl, and now required three boys as apprentice clog 
makers. 


WANTED, A MACHINE GIRL TO STITCH LEATHER; also Three Boys about fourteen 
years old, to learn Clog Making. Apply to THOMAS CLEGG, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 2" June 1871 


Towards the end of 1871, Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson’s daughter Alice died at 171 North 
Street. She was described as “Child of Clogmaker”. 


An advertisement for an apprentice clogger placed in 1872 stated that applications could be sent to 
8 Ann Street (Thomas Clegg), 171 North Street (Thomas Wilkinson), or 11 Conway Square, 
Newtownards (Henry Clegg). 


APPRENTICE WANTED to Clogmaking. One that can close uppers preferred. Apply to 
THOMAS CLEGG, 8, Ann Street, or 171, North Street, Belfast; or 11, Conway Square, 
Newtownards. 


Belfast Telegraph, 17" January 1872 


Advertisements placed in Belfast newspapers in February 1872 indicate that William Clegg, of 41 
Divis Street, Belfast, was Joint Honorary Secretary to the Belfast Union’s Belfast Dispensary 
District. 


A report in February 1872 stated that a William Clegg had been charged with fighting in Divis 
Street. This seems out of character for William Clegg the clog maker, a respected businessman, who 
would have been about 33 years old, but I have not found another William Clegg in Divis Street at 
this time. 
FIGHTING. 
Two men, name respectively Wm. Clegg and James Cash were charged by Sub-Constable 
Mcllroy with having been fighting with each other the previous night in Divis Street. 


The constable proved the charge, and the prisoners were each fined 5s and costs. 


Belfast News-Letter, 21“ February 1872 


Page 99 


Ireland 


Margaret Ellen Wilkinson, daughter of Thomas and Margaret, was born in 1872. Thomas Wilkinson 
was a Clog Maker at 171 North Street. 

Another case involving a William Clegg of Divis Street was withdrawn later in 1872. However 
unlikely it seems, I assume this was the clog maker from Walton-le-Dale. 


William Clegg, Divis Street, was summoned for having a powder-flask and powder-horn in 
his possession on the 9th instant. 


The case was withdrawn. 
Belfast News-Letter, 21° September 1872 
A Mr. Clegg of Belfast became the supplier of clogs to the Cavan Union Boards of Guardian in 


1872. The clogs would have been for the inmates of Cavan workhouse. It is not clear whether the 
supplier was Thomas Clegg, or his son William. 


The Board of Guardians of Cavan Union held their usual weekly meeting on Tuesday last. 


The following supplies were ordered :— 
... Mr. Clegg, Belfast—Clogs ... 
Cavan Weekly News and General Advertiser, 27" September 1872 


Nancy Connell, the daughter of Joseph and Alice, who had been born in Walton-le-Dale in 1860, 
died at 3 Kendal Street, Belfast, in 1872 aged 12 years. She was described as “Child of Clog 
Maker”. 


Thomas Clegg’s search for apprentices and a machinist continued during 1872. 


WANTED, two APPRENTICES to learn the Clog Making; also a GIRL to learn the 
Machine. Apply to THOMAS CLEGG, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 15 November 1872 


Despite a couple of incidents earlier in the year, William Clegg decided to seek public office 
towards the end of 1872. This is his election address to the male electors of Smithfield Ward, 
Belfast. 


Election Addresses. 
TO THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTORS 
OF 
SMITHFIELD WARD. 
GENTLEMEN,—YOU WILL SHORTLY BE called upon to decide who shall be your 
Representative in the Town Council. I beg to offer myself as a Candidate, believing that 
what you most require is one who will study your interests apart from all political 
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considerations, one who will know neither creed nor party, but who will have for his sole 
aim and object the prosperity of your Ward. 


Gentlemen, I am favour of a Public Park, Market, and Baths, and such other improvements 
as the constituents may from time to time deem advisable in the interests of the Ward. Being 
a resident ratepayer for over fourteen years, I flatter myself that, like your late worthy 
Representative, Mr. Bernard Hughes, I am fully acquainted with the requirements of the 
Ward. 


Under these circumstances, I accede to the request of the very large and influential 
deputation who have waited upon me. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM CLEGG. 
Divis Street, 3rd Dec., 1872. 


Ulster Examiner & Northern Star, 6" December 1872 


A few days later, William Clegg attempted to draw the attention of the electors to what he believed 
to be a campaign to discredit him, by sending copies of his election literature without postage 
having been paid. 
TO THE ELECTORS OF SMITHFIELD WARD. 
A RUSE OF THE ENEMY. 
GENTLEMEN—I have just been informed, on the most reliable authority, that a large 
number of circulars, same as those issued by me, have been sent to you through the post 
unstamped by some unauthorised party. The trick will not succeed; as I hereby affirm that I 
personally superintended the stamping of my circulars, and that I examined them all very 
carefully, and that every one of them was duly stamped before being sent out. 
Your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM CLEGG. 
Divis Street, Belfast, 
6th Dec., 1872. 


Belfast Telegraph, 7" December 1872 
Clegg’s address was stated to be 68 Divis Street, and his occupation merchant. 
SMITHFIELD. 
There are two candidates for this ward — viz., Mr. William Clegg, of 68, Divis Street, 
merchant ... 
Ulster Examiner & Northern Star, 7" December 1872 (extract) 


On this occasion he was not elected, but vowed to try again. 


TO THE 
ELECTORS OF SMITHFIELD WARD. 
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GENTLEMEN-I hereby return you my sincere Thanks for your sympathy and support for 
your recording your Votes in my favour; and I assure you that, though defeated this time, I 
am not disheartened, and I do assure you that I will again contest the Ward in November 
next. 
Yours obediently, 
WILLIAM CLEGG. 
Divis Street, 10th Dec., 1872. 


Belfast News-Letter, 11" December 1872 
Joseph and Alice Connell’s daughter Sarah Ellen was born at 3 Kendal Street, Belfast, in 1873, her 
father being recorded as a Clog Maker. This was their last child born in Belfast. Their next child, 
Matilda, was born in Lisburn at the beginning of 1875, perhaps suggesting there was no longer 


enough clog making work for Joseph Connell in Belfast. 


The death of Thomas Clegg, “Child of a Clog Maker”, the young son of William and Martha, was 
announced early in 1874. 


CLEGG.—Jan 15, at 68, Divis Street, Belfast, Thomas, son of William Clegg, aged 4 years. 
His remains will be removed for interment in Shankhill Burying-ground, this (Saturday) 
afternoon, at one o’clock. Friends will please accept this intimation. 
Belfast News-Letter, 17" January 1874 
Thomas and Margaret Clegg’s daughter Esther was born in Belfast in January 1874, at 10 Matlock 
Street. Though they married in Newtownards, it appears that they settled in Belfast within a few 
years. It seems likely that Thomas was working with his father in the business generally referred to 
in advertisements simply as “Thomas Clegg”. 


Thomas Clegg placed another advertisement for a machinist in 1874. 


WANTED, a Machine Girl to learn to stitch Leather. Wages, 4s per week for three months; 
8s after that. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 17" February 1874 
William Clegg continued to seek public office in that year. 


SMITHFIELD WARD. 
... William Clegg, Divis Street. Nominated by ... 


Belfast Weekly News, 14" March 1874 (extract) 
In 1874, Thomas Clegg advertised for “Red Willow”, and he is the only clog maker so far that I 


have encountered who required such timber. This is curious because the name “Red Willow” is 
applied to species which are native to North America. 
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WANTED, a quantity of Alder and Red Willow Trees. Apply to Thomas Clegg, No. 8, Ann 
Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 1° May 1874 


Thomas and Margaret Wilkinson had another daughter during 1874, and called her Esther Ann after 
their child who had died in 1871. The birth record identified Thomas Wilkinson as a Clogmaker at 
171 North Street. 


Thomas Clegg continued to seek suitable timber, and clog making apprentices. 


WANTED, Alder and Red Willow; also Two Apprentices to the Clog Making; wages, 3s 6d 
per week, and 1s per year advance. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 10" June 1874 


Another advertisement to recruit a girl to stitch leather clog uppers was placed, but use of a machine 
was not mentioned. 


WANTED, a Girl to Learn to Stitch Leather. Wages, 4s per week for four months. Apply to 
Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 4" September 1874 
The Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union advertised for supplies of clogs from time to time. 


CONTRACTS 
BELFAST UNION. 
CLOGS WANTED. 
THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS INVITE proposals to supply the Union Workhouse with 
CLOGS till the 25th March, 1875. 


Samples of the Size and Quality required may be seen on application to the Workhouse 
Master. 


(By order) 
WM. F. BOYCE, 
Clerk of the Union, 
Board-room, Workhouse, 
29th Sept., 1874 


Belfast News-Letter, 1 October 1874 


It is not clear whether the Cleggs continued to win these contracts, or whether a local rival secured 
the Belfast Union’s custom. During the 1870s, the only rival business in Belfast was John Harrison, 
a Clog and Patten Maker at 96 North Street, but businesses from further afield could have submitted 
tenders. Harrison was the son of Thomas Harrison, and the grandson of John Scarborough, a Clog 
& Patten Maker from Liverpool who, with his sons, set up clog shops in several Irish towns. 
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Thomas Clegg’s advertisements placed in 1875 did specify that a machine would be used to stitch 
the leather for clog uppers. Earlier in the nineteenth century, leather clog uppers were stitched by 
hand, and the uppers for clasp clogs required very few stitches. When suitable sewing machines 
became available, it was possible to manufacture uppers which used more pieces of leather to make 
more complicated designs, such as lace-up Derby boot uppers. 


WANTED, a Girl to learn to Stich [sic] Leather on the Machine. Four shillings a week for 
six months. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 15" April 1875 


WANTED, a Machine Girl to stitch leather. 4s per week for six months. Country Girl 
preferred. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 24" April 1875 


WANTED, an Errand Boy. Wages 4s per week. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, 
Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 6" July 1875 


WANTED, two Apprentices and One Shop Boy. Country Boys preferred. Apply to Thomas 
Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 25" September 1875 


Esther Ann Wilkinson, daughter of Thomas and Margaret, died during 1875. She was only a year 
old, the “Child of a Clog Maker”. 


The Wilkinsons were no longer at 171 North Street, and that address was no longer quoted in 
advertisements placed by Thomas Clegg. If Thomas Wilkinson was still working for Thomas Clegg, 
it would have been at his Ann Street premises. By 1875, Thomas Clegg would have been 65 years 
old and may have decided to concentrate on operating from just one property in Belfast. 


During 1875, William Henry Clegg, the son of William Clegg, appeared as a witness in a murder 
trial. He was about thirteen. 


THE DURHAM STREET MURDER. 
MAGISTERIAL INVESTIGATION. 
THE ACCUSED RETURNED FOR TRIAL. 
ON Saturday, at half-past one o'clock, John Daly was brought up on remand in the Custody 
Court, Police Courts, charged with the wilful murder of Margaret Whitelay, in the house No. 
4, Durham Street, on the night of the 14th or morning of the 15th instant. ... 


William Henry Clegg, examined by Mr. MCLEAN—I reside at 68, Divis Street, where my 


father carries on the business of a clog maker. We have a gateway entrance from Durham 
Street. The two rooms known as No. 4, Durham Street, are situate above our gateway. I 
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know the prisoner to see him, but I am not acquainted with him. I also know Mrs. Daly by 
seeing her. I have seen her little daughter. ... 


Northern Whig, 27" September 1875 (extract) 
William Clegg again decided to seek public office later in 1875. 


SMITHFIELD WARD. 
COUNCILLORS. 
... William Clegg, 68, Divis Street. Nominators -— ... 


Belfast News-Letter, 17" November 1875 (extract) 


On this occasion, he secured a respectable number of votes, but came third in a contest for two 
council seats. 


SMITHFIELD WARD. 
... There were three candidates for the two vacant councillorships. ... Mr. William Clegg, 
68, Divis Street ... sought to be returned as an independent Conservative. The constituency 
numbers 648 voters, and of these the extraordinary number of 524 were polled, the largest 
number, we believe, ever polled in the ward. ... The following is the result of the voting :— 


Mr. David Corbett... ...  ... 375 

Mr. Greenhill esa! seat. cond: “OOD 

Mr. Clegg te et: Se Ger 216 
Messrs. Corbett and Greenhill having had the largest number of votes, were declared duly 
elected. 


Belfast News-Letter, 26" November 1875 
The murder trial continued during 1876, and William Henry Clegg had to repeat his evidence. 


... William Henry Clegg, 68, Divis Street, examined—I live with my father, who is a clog- 
maker. There is an entrance to our shop from 6, Durham Street. I recollect one morning in 
September last going from our yard into the prisoner's house by a back window, and then 
letting in his wife. When doing so he had to pass through two rooms of the house. There was 
no blood there then. ... 


Ulster Examiner and Northern Star, 28" March 1876 (extract) 


... William Henry Clegg examined by Mr. HENDERSON, Q.C. deposed that he lived at No. 
68, Divis Street. He lived with his father, who made clogs. There was an entrance from No. 
6, Durham Street, the gateway beside No. 4, into the rear of his father's premises. On the 
14th the prisoner's wife and daughter were in his father's house. In consequence of what they 
said he went into the house No. 4 by the back window upstairs. He went on downstairs and 
opened the door, and let the prisoner's wife and daughter in at the front door. That was about 
eight o’clock in the morning. He did not notice any blood on the walls or in the house 
anywhere. ... 
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Belfast Weekly News, 1* April 1876 


Albert Clegg, the son of William and Martha Clegg, was born in May 1876. William Clegg was a 
“Clogg Manufacturer” of 41 Divis Street, Belfast. I do not know whether Clegg had returned to his 
former residence, or whether the numbering of properties had reverted to that of previous years. 


Thomas Clegg continued to advertise for a girl to stitch leather, and also required two clog sole 
makers during 1876. I assume that turnover of employees was such that he required new machinists 
from time to time. 


WANTED, a Girl to Learn to Stitch Leather. 4s per week for six months; 8s per week after. 
Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 26" May 1876 


William Blythe Clegg, son of Thomas and Margaret Clegg, was born in Belfast in July 1876. 
Thomas Clegg was a Clogger of 15 Lime Street, Belfast. A Belfast directory of 1877 shows a 
Robert Blythe, Shoemaker, resident at 15 Lime Street. He was presumably a relation of Thomas’ 
wife Margaret Blythe, and they may have been living at this address only temporarily. 


Advertisements placed by Thomas Clegg quoted his business address only as 8 Ann Street, not 6 & 
8, suggesting that the size of the business had reduced by the mid-1870s. 


WANTED, two good Clog Sole makers. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 
Belfast Telegraph, 14" October 1876 
A Belfast directory of 1877 listed Thomas Clegg at 8 Ann Street, as a clog, patten and spring clog 
manufacturer, and William Clegg at 41 Divis Street, as a clog manufacturer. Thomas Wilkinson was 
a Clogmaker at 60 Gardiner Street, Belfast, but was listed in the street directory rather than as a 


business proprietor. My assumption is that he was working at Thomas Clegg’s Ann Street premises. 


Albert Edward Wilkinson, son of Thomas and Margaret, was born in January 1877. Thomas 
Wilkinson was described as a Clog Maker on the birth record. 


Early in 1877, the death of Albert Clegg, “Child of a Clog Manufacturer”, son of William and 
Martha, was announced. By this time, William Henry Clegg was the only surviving son of William 
and Martha. 

CLEGG -— January 23, at 41, Divis Street, Belfast, Albert, infant son of William Clegg, aged 


8 months. His remains will be removed for interment in Shankhill Burying-ground to- 
morrow (Friday) morning, at ten o’clock. Friends will please accept this intimation. 


Belfast News-Letter, 25" January 1877 (also Belfast Weekly News, 27" January 1877) 


Despite such a sad start to 1877, a few weeks later William Clegg was again standing for public 
office. 
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SMITHFIELD WARD.—William Clegg, 41 Divis Street, nominated by ... 
Belfast News-Letter, 6" March 1877 (extract) 
As we have come to expect, Thomas Clegg was advertising for a machinist to stitch clog uppers. 


WANTED, a Machine Girl to learn to stitch leather. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann Street, 
Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 3" July 1877 


In August 1877, William Clegg’s Divis Street premises were attacked and wrecked by what was 
described as “a mob from the Falls Road district”. Most reports do not speculate as to why Clegg 
was the target, though one suggests that looting was the objective of the mob. However, it is also 
possible that he was seen as an English Protestant businessman who was living on the edge of an 
area where poor Irish Catholics lived. He had sought to be elected year after year, which no doubt 
raised his profile, and this might have made him a target for mob violence. 


The disturbances arising out of the excitement occasioned by the O'Connell 
demonstration have not altogether passed away. Last night, the shop premises of Mr. Clegg, 
clog merchant, Divis Street, were wrecked by a mob from the Falls Road district. The Mayor 
called a meeting of magistrates in the forenoon, and the result was that a proclamation was 
issued to the people, and posted through the town, calling on all well-disposed persons to 
keep within doors as much as possible, and stating that the constabulary had power to 
disperse any crowds where there was the slightest apprehension of disturbances. ... 


Belfast News-Letter, 9"" August 1877 (extract) 


"PROCLAMATION BY THE MAYOR. 
"Whereas, I have received sworn information that riots and disturbances, whereby life and 
property may be endangered, are apprehended within the borough of Belfast: 


Now, I hereby give notice that the constabulary have received instructions to take prompt 
measures to disperse, by force if necessary, all assemblages on the streets from which riot or 
disturbance may be apprehended, and that, in case it becomes necessary to read the Riot Act 
previous to the use of force for the dispersion of any crowd or mob, the military and police 
will forthwith act as directed by the officers in command. 


"I request all peaceable inhabitants residing in or near the disturbed districts to keep within 
their houses, and to keep their doors closed. All persons found on the streets in mobs, and 
obstructing the thoroughfares, will be treated as riotous. 


"Dated this 8th day of August, 1877. 


"JOHN PRESTON, Mayor of Belfast. 
"God save the Queen." 
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After six o'clock, when the mills and other commercial establishments were closed for the 
day - crowds of working people gathered on the Falls Road, the Shankhill Road, and the 
streets in the vicinity. A good deal of excitement prevailed, and it was deemed advisable to 
have the presence of the military in case any emergency should arise. Accordingly all the 
available men of the 91st Highlanders were called out, and despatched to the districts in 
which disturbances were apprehended. In a short time the scene on the Shank-hill Road was 
more like what one would expect to witness in Paris during the Commune than in the 
commercial centre of Ulster. Lines of soldiers with fixed bayonets were drawn across every 
street leading off the road on both sides. Noisy groups were scattered here and there; the 
juvenile population of the district played fantastic tricks with each other, and seemed quite 
delighted with the existing state of things. Millgirls were congregated at the street corners 
busily engaged in quizzing the military, and people of a more respectable class walked 
timidly by, careful lest they should give even an excuse for offence by brushing against the 
roughs. Falls Road and the neighbourhood of the brickfields presented a similar appearance. 
At nine o'clock a serious disturbance took place in Divis Street, and for a while, it appeared 
as if it was but the commencement of a general riot. A numerous mob from the Falls Road, 
despite the presence of the military and constabulary, mounted and foot, made an attack on 
the house of Mr. William Clegg, clog manufacturer. Stones were thrown in great profusion, 
and in a short time every window in the front of the house was demolished. The mounted 
constabulary were first to charge the crowd, and, supported by the men on foot, who drew 
their batons, succeeded in restoring order, after making several arrests. The mob retired into 
Townsend Street, and when in view of the opposite crowd on the Shankhill they lighted a 
bonfire, and cheered vehemently, apparently for the purpose of giving provocation. They 
were again charged by the police, who dispersed them and extinguished the fire. At the time 
the assault was being made on Mr. Clegg's shop, several panes of glass were broken in the 
premises of Mr. Hodgkinson, pin manufacturer, Hastings Street, off Divis Street. Late in the 
evening a large crowd assembled at the Boyne Bridge. Some of the lamps were 
extinguished, and stones were thrown at a body of policemen stationed at the corner of 
Grosvenor Street. An extra force of constabulary from the County of Armagh and the rural 
districts of Antrim and Down arrived in Belfast last evening. The entire extra constabulary 
force at present in town numbers close on six hundred. None of the persons injured in the 
disturbances yesterday were brought to the Royal Hospital, but Sub-Constable Hugh 
McDonnell, Queen Street Barrack, was treated for a scalp wound received on the previous 
day. It was eleven o'clock before the military retired to barracks, and at that time matters had 
assumed a tranquil aspect. Several of the local magistrates were on duty in the disturbed 
districts during the evening. 


Northern Whig, 9" August 1877 (extract) 


THE DISTURBANCES. 


The street disturbances were again renewed yesterday evening [8 August 1877], and large 
forces of military and constabulary were on duty up to a late hour in several districts of the 
town. The men of the 91st Highlanders, under Colonel Kirk, were lined with fixed bayonets 
across the streets leading off the Shankhill Road, and a number were stationed at the 
brickfield, on the Falls Road. The crowds on both sides were charged by the police, who 
were armed with batons. In Divis Street, at about nine o'clock, an attack was made on the 
establishment of Mr. William Clegg, clog manufacturer, the result being that hardly a whole 
pane of glass was left inthe front of the house. A large number of pairs of boots were 
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carried off by the attacking party. The crowd was soon dispersed by the mounted 
constabulary and foot police. An attack was also made on the premises of Mr. Atkinson, 
Hastings Street, off Divis Street, and several panes of glass were broken. Meantime there 
was some slight stonethrowing going on at the Boyne Bridge, near Sandy Row. About nine 
o'clock it was considered necessary to charge the crowd with drawn batons. Mr. Robert L. 
Hamilton, J.P., one of the magistrates in charge of the district. went forward to the crowd 
and impressed upon its members that the police had been brought there to protect them, and 
should receive better treatment at their hands. He strongly advised them to retire to their 
homes, and cease giving further annoyance. Mr. Hamilton was cheered, and the crowd 
shortly afterwards dispersed. In addition to the extra police force at present in town, fifty 
men from County Armagh, under Sub-Inspector Hayes, arrived last night. Captain Whelan, 
R.M., Portadown, also arrived to assist the magistrates. In the Police Office there were five 
prisoners in custody charged with various offences in connection with the disturbances. On 
Tuesday evening, about nine o'clock, three young men, whose names have not yet 
transpired, laid down a fuse in North Boundary Street. ... 


Belfast Telegraph, 9" August 1877 (extract) 


... With regard to Divis Street and Falls Road, there was a great deal of excitement, 
particularly in the former, where large crowds of youths, both boys and girls, had collected. 
Some of the more mischievous commenced to throw stones at the house of Mr. William 
Clegg, clog-maker, and before the police came up they had smashed the shutters, glass, and 
a portion of the door. The mounted police charged and dispersed them. ... 


Ulster Examiner and Northern Star, 9" August 1877 (extract) 


... Something like a serious disturbance took place in Divis-street at about nine o'clock, and 
at one time it was thought there might be a riot of some magnitude. An attack was made on 
the establishment of Mr. Wm. Clegg, clog manufacturer, the result being that hardly a whole 
pane of glass was left in the front of the house. Plunder, it is believed, was the cause of this 
disgraceful proceeding. The crowd was soon dispersed by the mounted constabulary and 
foot police. ... 


Derry Journal, 10" August 1877 (extract) 


... Ultimately a very serious disturbance took place in Divis Street, which threatened to be 
the commencement of regular rioting. A large and very fierce looking mob from the Falls, 
despite the presence of mounted constabulary and military with fixed bayonets, attacked the 
shop of Mr. William Clegg, clog merchant, and in a very short time succeeded by their 
stone-throwing in demolishing the entire front of the house. They were charged by mounted 
police, and under the pressure of the very determined interference of the authorities the 
crowd was obliged to desist. Several arrests were made. The same parties who had attacked 
Mr. Clegg's afterwards went up into Townsend Street, and when in view of the opposite 
crowd on the Shankhill Road side they lighted a bonfire and cheered, apparently for the 
purpose of giving provocation. However, the mounted police were at once on the scene, and 
extinguished the fire. About the time that the attack was being made on Mr. Clegg's house 
the shop premises of Mr. Atkinson, pin manufacturer, Hastings Street (off Divis Street), were 
set on, and several panes were broken in the windows. At the Boyne Bridge a large crowd 
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assembled late in the evening. Some of the lamps on the bridge were extinguished by the 
mob, and stones were thrown at a body of policemen stationed at the corner of Grosvenor 
Street, near to the end of the bridge. Extra constabulary were drafted in yesterday evening 
from Lurgan; they were under the command of Sub-Inspector T. Hayes, Portadown. ... 


Belfast Weekly News, 11 August 1877 (extract) 


... At nine o'clock a serious disturbance tookplace in Divis-street, and for a while it appeared 
as if it was but the commencement of a general riot. A numerous mob from the Falls Road, 
despite the presence of the military and constabulary, mounted and foot, made an attack on 
the house of Mr. William Clegg, clog manufacturer. Stones were thrown in great profusion, 
and in a short time every window in the front of the house was demolisheded [sic]. The 
mounted constabulary were first to charge the crowd, and, supported by the men on foot, 
who drew their batons, succeeded in restoring order, after making several arrests. The mob 
retired into Townsend-street, and when in view of the opposite crowd on the Shankhill they 
lighted a bonfire, and cheered vehemently, apparently for the purpose of giving provocation. 
They were again charged by the police, who dispersed them and extinguished the fire. At 
the time the assault was being made on Mr. Clegg's shop several panes of glass were broken 
in the premises of Mr.Hodgkinson, pin manufacturer, Hastings-street, off Divis-street. Late 
in the evening a large crowd assembled at the Boyne Bridge. Some of the lamps were 
extinguished, and stones were thrown at the body of policemen stationed at the corner of 
Grosvenor-street. An extra force of constabulary from the County of Armagh and the rural 
districts of Antrim and Downarrived in Belfast ... 


Newry Reporter, 11" August 1877 (extract) 


William Clegg sought compensation for the damage to his premises and the loss of stock. The 
report describes him as a boot and shoe manufacturer, and refers to boots having been stolen from 
the shop window. This is possibly an indication that Clegg had changed the focus of his business 
from clogs to boots and shoes by the late 1870s. 


In re WILLIAM CLEGG. 

Wm. Clegg, 41, Divis Street, claimed a sum of £43 6s for alleged injuries to windows, 
shutters, doors, boots, and shoes. Mr. Ward appeared in support of the claim. Mr. Black 
(Town Solicitor) appeared for the Council in this and the remaining claims. Mr. Clegg stated 
that he was a boot and shoe manufacturer, carrying on business at 41, Divis Street. On the 
night of the 8th August [1877] his house was broken into by a riotous mob. His windows 
and shutters were smashed, as were also several door panels. There were about 87 pairs of 
men's and women's boots, value for 8s per pair, stolen from the shop window. Mr. Black said 
the inspector appointed by the Council had examined into this claim, and found than the 
injuries would be fully covered by a sum of £7 5s 9d. The town did not allow for goods 
stolen, but only for actual damage. The committees, after a lengthened consultation, agreed 
to allow a sum of £20. 


Belfast News-Letter, 19" February 1878 


During April 1878, Robert Blythe Clegg, son of Thomas and Margaret, was born in Belfast. Thomas 
Clegg was a Clog Maker at 15 Matlock Street, Belfast. Within the next couple of years, Thomas and 
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Margaret Clegg had left Belfast to settle in Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire. Their next child, 
Thomas, was born there in 1880. If Thomas Clegg’s father was only trading from 8 Ann Street by 
the late 1870s, and was employing his son-in-law Thomas Wilkinson, it is possible that there was no 
longer enough work to go around, so Thomas left Ireland to seek new opportunities in Lancashire. 


Though William Clegg appears to have become principally a boot and shoe manufacturer by the late 
1870s, his father, Thomas Clegg, was still recruiting clog makers for his Ann Street business. 


WANTED, Clogmakers—two Seatsmen and one Solemaker. Apply to Thomas Clegg, 8, Ann 
Street, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 12" November 1878 


William and Martha Clegg’s daughter Martha was born in Bangor, County Down, in 1879. William 
Clegg was described as a Clog Maker, but no address other than Bangor appears on the birth record. 
It is not clear whether the Cleggs moved out of Belfast with the intention of living in Bangor, or 
whether they were staying there temporarily when Martha was born. The latter seems more likely, 
because William Clegg was trading from 41 Divis Street again in subsequent years. 


Harriet Wilkinson, daughter of Thomas and Margaret, was also born in 1879. 


A Belfast and Ulster directory of 1880 identified both Thomas and William Clegg as clog 
manufacturers. Thomas had premises in Belfast and Newtownards, though his son Henry appears to 
have managed the Newtownards business. 


ANN STREET 
8. Clegg, Thomas, clog, patten, & spring clog manu. 
DIVIS STREET 
41. Clegg, W., clog manufacturer 
ALPHABETICAL DIRECTORY 


Clegg, Thomas, clog pattern & spring clog manufacturer, 8 Anne Street & 11 
Conway Square, Newtownards. (See Advertisement) 
Clegg, Wm., clog manufacturer, 41 Divis Street 


1880 Belfast / Ulster Street Directory 


Unfortunately none of the newspaper advertisements placed by Thomas Clegg specify the types of 
clogs that he sold. However, further information was provided in a full-page advertisement placed 
in a Belfast directory of 1880. The layout of that advertisement was complicated so I have 
transcribed the text but have not attempted to replicate the layout used in the directory. One edge of 
the page was not scanned, so I have used my judgement in adding a few missing letters. I have 
found a transcription of this advertisement online (www.lennonwylie.co.uk), possibly from a 
different copy. I have combined parts of that transcription with mine. 
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The directory advertisement included an illustration of a lace-up shoe clog. This is what in 
Lancashire would be called a “dandy” clog, or what Thomas Clegg advertised as “Neat Fancy 
Clogs” back in 1865. I have speculated that such clogs would have been suitable for clog dancing 
on the stage, if not fitted with clog shods (or irons), and that the Cleggs might have supplied them to 
Irish performers of clog dancing. 


CLOGS! CLOGS! NOTHING LIKE CLOGS! 
THOMAS CLEGG, 
Wholesale and Retail CLOG Manufacturer. 


Has thousands of pairs of all sorts of CLOGS. Ladies CLOGS 

Gentlemen’s CLOGS Boys’ and Girls’ CLOGS 

Coast Guards’ CLOGS Spring CLOGS 

Gardeners CLOGS Children’s CLOGS 

Farmers’ CLOGS CLOG PATTENS 

Carmens’ CLOGS LADIES’ SPRING PATTENS 

Draining CLOGS CLOGS Rebottomed in Half an 
Hour. 


8, ANN STREET, BELFAST, and 11, CONWAY SQUARE, NEWTOWNARDS 
When the chill winds of Autumn sweep over the ground, 
And the Trees their last verdure are scattered around, 
If your lungs you preserve, from consumption and fogs, 
Buy a Pair of CLEGG'S warm and elegant CLOGS. 


For Maid, Babe or Mother, for Man or for Boy, 

They're the best and the cheapest you ever did try, 

Unless I'm mistaken, our CLOGS you will find, 

Rich in Fashion and form just the thing to your mind. 
REMEMBER - SMALL PROFITS ENSURE READY GAIN 


qvOMas 


‘sto—pe@eqg—e+.- 
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Compare the list of clogs available in 1880 with that advertised in 1865 and you will see that a 
number of styles were by now omitted from the range, presumably due to lack of demand in 
Belfast. 


Early in 1880, the availability of Roseland House was advertised. 


TO Let in Perpetuity, Roseland House and Ground attached, situated on Falls Road three 
miles from Belfast. Apply to Hugh Kirkwood, Roseland. ‘Bus convenient. 


Belfast Telegraph, 19" January 1880 


William Clegg moved into Roseland House during the 1880s, but may have retained 41 Divis Street 
as business premises. 


In 1881, William Clegg once again stood for election, and was described as a boot and shoe 
manufacturer. He was still at the premises attacked by rioters in 1877. 


SMITHFIELD WARD. 
... William Clegg, 41, Divis Street, boot and shoe manufacturer, was also nominated by Mr. 
Haslett. 


Northern Whig, 9" March 1881 (extract) 
The death of Thomas Clegg (born 1810 Preston, Lancashire) was announced in May 1881. 
DEATHS 
CLEGG - May 9, Thomas Clegg, of 8, Ann Street, Belfast. 
Belfast Telegraph, 10" May 1881 
CLEGG —- May 9, Thomas Clegg, of 8, Ann Street, Belfast. His remains will be removed 
from his late residence 57, Cavour Street, for interment in the Borough Cemetery, on this 
day (Wednesday). The 11th instant, at three o’clock p.m. Friends will please accept this 
intimation. 
Northern Whig, 11" May 1881 
On 7" December 1881, Letters of Administration (with the Will annexed) of the personal estate of 
Thomas Clegg, late of Belfast, Clog Manufacturer, were granted to William Clegg of Belfast, Clog 
Manufacturer, one of the Residuary Legatees. The beneficiaries named in the will were Thomas’ six 


children, “Henry, Alice, Priscilla, William, Thomas and Mary Ann Clegg”. 


Daughter Margaret (born 1841 Cuerden), who married Thomas Wilkinson in Belfast in 1863, seems 
not to be mentioned in the will. 


Ellen Clegg (born 1843 Walton-le-Dale) died in Bamber Bridge in 1851. The birth of Ursula Clegg 
was registered in Preston, Lancashire, in 1845. I believe that she was another daughter of Thomas 
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and Esther Clegg. In error, she was recorded in the 1851 census as Charlotte Clegg, aged five, born 
in Walton. She died in Bamber Bridge later that year, and was buried in Walton-le-Dale, as was her 
sister Ellen. I wonder whether the loss of two daughters in 1851 was a factor in Thomas Clegg’s 
decision to relocate to Belfast. 


Of the surviving children, other than Margaret, Henry was living in Newtownards; Alice seems to 
have remained in Lancashire rather than moving to Belfast; Priscilla had married Charles Burrows, 
an Engine Tenter, in 1860 and was living in Farington, Lancashire; William was in Belfast; Thomas 
had moved to Barrow-in-Furness; and Mary Ann was living in Fleetwood. Henry, William, and 
Thomas were making clogs, or boots and shoes, and Mary Ann was married to a clog maker. 


After the death of Thomas Clegg in 1881, there are no reports connecting the Clegg family in 
Belfast with 8 Ann Street. The following advertisement, placed in 1882, appears to indicate that 
Clegg’s former premises were offered for redevelopment. 


BUILDING GROUND TO LET.-To be Let on Building Lease the premises, Nos. 6 and 8, 
Ann Street, between Corn Market and Crown Entry.—Full particulars can be had on applying 
to H. H. Boyd and Magill, Commercial Buildings. 


Belfast News-Letter, 24" February 1882 (also Northern Whig, 27" February 1882, etc.) 


Also in 1882, Thomas Clegg’s son William, as administrator of his father’s estate, sought to settle 
any outstanding claims. 


LEGAL NOTICES. 
ALL Parties having claims against the Estate of Thomas Clegg, late of Belfast, in the County 
of Antrim, Clog Manufacturer, deceased, who died at Belfast aforesaid on the 9th day of 
May, 1881, are hereby required to furnish the particulars of such claims to William Clegg, 
Administrator, 41, Divis Street, Belfast, on or before the 4th day of April, 1882, or to the 
undersigned Solicitor for said Administrator. 
Dated this 27th day of March, 1882. 
CHARLES H. WARD, Solicitor, 4, 
Donegall Square East, Belfast. 


Belfast Telegraph, 29" March 1882 


Later in 1882, William Henry Clegg, the only surviving son of William and Martha, married Anna 
Elizabeth Close Madden. 


MARRIAGES 
CLEGG—MADDEN-September 1, at Ballymacarrett Church, Belfast, by the Rev. Dr. Roe, 
Rector, William Henry Clegg, Esq., only son of William Clegg, Esq., P.L.G., Roselands, 
Belfast, to Anna Elizabeth Close, second daughter of Thomas Madden, Esgq., Trinity College, 
Dublin. 


Belfast Telegraph, 2" September 1882 
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William Henry Clegg stated that he was employed “In the Leather Trade”, and that his father, 
Willian Clegg, was a Leather Merchant. I have not seen any evidence that William Clegg traded as a 
leather merchant, so it is possible that this was said to be his profession because it seemed more 
prestigious than clog or boot manufacturer. 


In November 1882, William Clegg, 41 Divis Street, Belfast, Honorary Secretary to the Belfast 
Union’s Belfast Dispensary District, advertised for a Midwife for the district. At this time, he seems 
to have decided not to seek election to public office, instead being an assentor to the nomination of 
Conservative candidates for Smithfield Ward, his address being 41 Divis Street. However, 
candidates for the Poor Law elections of 1883 included William Clegg, boot manufacturer. I have 
only found reports about William Clegg’s non-business activities in the 1880s, none of which 
mention clog making. It is possible that his business was concentrating on producing only boots and 
shoes by this time. 


By the mid-1880s, the Cleggs had been clog makers in Belfast for three decades. The following 
extract from an Irish directory of 1884 gives an impression of the borough at that time. 


... Belfast is the great centre of the Irish linen manufacture, having within itself the great 
majority of the spinning mills and power-loom weaving factories in Ireland. The other chief 
branches of industry are cotton spinning and power-loom weaving, iron founding, and linen 
and yarn bleaching. There are also print works, flour mills, chemical works, oil mills, 
alabaster and barilla mills, saw mills, distilleries, breweries, tan-yards, patent felt 
manufacturers, &c., 2 large ship-yards, with 2 patents slips, and 3 graving-docks, one of 
which is among the largest in the kingdom, and yards for manufacturing ropes and sail-cloth. 
There is an iron-ship building yard on Queen’s Island, employing upwards of 2,000 hands, 
from which have been launched some of the finest steamers and sailing ships afloat ... 


Trish directory 1884 (extract) 
Clogs would have been suitable footwear in many of these workplaces. 


A Belfast directory of 1884 did list William Clegg as a Clog and Patten Maker at 41 Divis Street. 
The only other proprietor in the trade at the time was John Harrison, at 96 North Street and 22 
Newtownards Road. I assume that Thomas Wilkinson was still living in Belfast and making clogs, 
so he was probably employed by either William Clegg or John Harrison. 


The death of William Clegg was announced in October 1886. His death record stated that he was a 
Clog Maker of Andersonstown, aged 47. Maggie Clegg, his daughter, registered the death. 


CLEGG-—October 19, at Roseland House, Falls Road, Belfast, William Clegg, aged 47 years. 
The remains of my beloved husband will be removed from above address for interment in 
the Borough Cemetery on Friday afternoon, the 22" inst., at three o’clock. Friends will 
please accept this intimation. 

MARTHA CLEGG 


Belfast News-Letter, 20" October 1886 
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CLEGG-—October 19, at Roseland House, Falls Road, Belfast, William Clegg, aged 47 
years. 


Ulster Echo, 20" October 1886 (also Witness, 22" October 1886, and Belfast Weekly News, 
23” October 1886) 


William Clegg’s will described his residence as Roseland House, Andersonstown, Co. Antrim. The 
beneficiaries were his two daughters, Maggie and Martha Clegg, and William Barrett of Leeds was 
named as an executor. I am not aware of the specific connection between William Clegg and 
William Barrett. Barrett lived in Belfast during the 1860s. He married Belfast-born Mary Anne 
Hobbs there in 1862, but they had moved to the Isle of Wight by the early 1870s. Barrett may have 
remained a trusted friend of William Clegg, and therefore was named as an executor of Clegg’s will. 


Despite his death in 1886, William Clegg appeared in a Belfast directory of 1887 as a Clog and 
Patten Maker at 41 Divis Street. He was listed in the street directory as a boot, shoe, and clog 
manufacturer at the same address. This is a reminder that such directories were sometimes out-of- 
date by the publication date, and should not be relied upon for confirmation that someone was alive 
in a particular year. 


In 1887, William Barrett placed the required statutory notice in respect of William Clegg’s creditors. 


LEGAL NOTICES. 
STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS. 
In the Goods of William Clegg, late of Roseland, Belfast, in the County of Antrim, Clog 
Manufacturer, Deceased. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, PURSUANT to the 22nd and 23rd Vic., cap. 35, that all 
persons claiming to be Creditors of or to have any claims or demands against the Estate and 
Effects of the above-named William Clegg, Deceased, who died on the 19th day of October, 
1886, are required on or before the 12th day of February next, to furnish (in writing) the 
particulars of such claims or demands to the undersigned, Solicitor for William Barrett, Esq., 
of Moor Grange, Yeadon, near Leeds, in the County of Yorkshire, in England, Gentleman, 
one of the Executors named in the Will of Deceased, to whom Probate thereof was granted 
on the 19th day of January, 1887, forth of the District Registry at Belfast, of the Probate and 
Matrimonial Division of the High Court of Justice in Ireland, and in default thereof the said 
Executor will proceed to distribute the assets of said Deceased amongst the persons entitled 
thereto, having regard only to the claims of which he shall then have had notice. 
Dated this 24th day of January, 1887. 
WELLINGTON YOUNG, Solicitor 
for the Executor, 63, Donegall 
Place, Belfast. 


Belfast News-Letter, 1 February 1887 (also Northern Whig, 9" February 1887) 


Further advertisements were placed in April 1887 on behalf of Belfast’s County Courthouse. These 
referred to a legal matter in which William Barrett (executor of William Clegg’s will) was the 
Plaintiff, and Maggie Clegg was the Defendant. I assume that Maggie Clegg was the daughter 
named in William’s will. Other than the advertisements, I have found no other references to the 
issue. 
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Frederick William Henry Wilkinson, son of Thomas and Margaret, married Elizabeth Rowland in 
Belfast in April 1887. His residence was 53 North Street, Belfast, and his father’s occupation was 
stated to be Shoe Manufacturer. 


In 1888, William and Martha Clegg’s daughter Margaret (Maggie) married Moore Robinson in 
Belfast. The groom was a Labourer, as was his father. Rather than enhancing William Clegg’s 
status, his occupation was stated to be Labourer, instead of Clog or Boot Maker. It is not clear 
whether this was an error, or it was deliberate. (In later years, Moore Robinson’s occupation was 
recorded as Reed Maker.) 


Thomas Wilkinson was listed in a Belfast directory of 1890 as a Clogmaker at 53 North Street. By 
now he seems to have been running his own business, and it was the only one in the clog making 
trade in Belfast. 


Margaret Wilkinson, daughter of Thomas Clegg, died in Belfast at 53 North Street in January 1891. 
She was described in her death record as “Wife of a Clogmaker”, and Thomas Wilkinson registered 
her death. Margaret had been born in Cuerden, Lancashire in 1841 and was only 49 years old when 
she died. 


The following report indicates that Thomas Wilkinson continued to supply clogs to the Belfast 
workhouse. 


BELFAST BOARD OF GUARDIANS 
THE weekly meeting of the above Board was held on Tuesday in the Boardroom of the 
Union Workhouse, Lisburn Road ... 
TENDERS ACCEPTED. 
The Board then considered the tenders, and those recommended by the committee were 
adopted :—Clog, Thomas Wilkinson ... 


Newtownards Chronicle & Co. Down Observer, 21° March 1891 (extract) 


In November 1891, the following advertisement for clogs was placed in the Belfast Telegraph. 


CLOG. CLOGS. CLOGS. 
FOR BLEACHWORKS, LAUNDRIES, DISTILLERIES, &C. THE ONLY 
PREVENTATIVE AGAINST DAMP, AND TO INSURE DRY FEET. EACH PAIR OF 
CLOGS ARE BRANDED WITH A CIRCLE. NO OTHER GENUINE. SEE YOU GET 
THEM. 
BIRNEY’S, 
19 CHURCH STREET, BELFAST. 


Belfast Telegraph, 18" November 1891 


By the end of 1891, Thomas Wilkinson had joined forces with Edward Birney, a long-established 
manufacturer of boots and shoes, taking on the management of Birney’s clog department. Wilkinson 
had spent many years working with the Cleggs, probably as their apprentice in Lancashire in the 
first place, and then as manager of one of Thomas Clegg’s shops in Belfast. Though he had started 
to trade as a clog maker in his own name by 1890, and had been awarded the contract to supply 
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clogs for the workhouse by the Belfast Union’s Board of Guardians, the loss of his wife in 1891 
when she was only 49 years old was no doubt a major blow. This seems likely to have been a 
significant factor in his decision to become manager of Edward Birney’s new clog department 
rather than to continue running his own business at 53 North Street. 


CLOGS. CLOGS. CLOGS. 


This Department is under the Management of 
Mr. Tuos. WILKINSON, Clog Manufacturer, 
late of 53, North Street. 


CLOGS FOR 


Bleachworks, Laundries, Distilleries, &c. 


The only preventative against damp and to ensure 
Dry Feet. 


BIRNE Y’S: 
NORTH STREET AND CHURCH STREET, 
BELFAST 29290 


Belfast News-Letter, Belfast Telegraph and Northern Whig, December 1891 to January 1892 
(various dates) 


Early in 1892, the Belfast News-Letter reproduced this report about Birney’s Belfast business, 
which now included Thomas Wilkinson as the manager of its clog department. 


THE BOOT AND SHOE TRADE OF BELFAST. 
"BUSINESS has got well under weigh here for the year (says the Boot and Shoe Journal), 
and among the wholesale merchants there has been already a very considerable demand for 
good. The severe weather experienced lately has caused a revival in the heavy-nailed boot 
department, while jobbing, or repairing as some call it, has fairly overwhelmed the shoe 
shops, and caused a block which it is difficult to remove. Mr. E. Birney, North Street, who 
occupies a prominent place in the shoe trade, and who has one of the best organised staff for 
both making and mending, informs us that the amount of business of one kind and another 
done during the first week of the year has been large, and has kept his huge staff closely 
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occupied in order to cope with it in a satisfactory manner. The generalship displayed by the 
proprietor in managing the various departments of this huge concern is very apparent to 
anyone who pays the place a visit. The result is that a large and increasing business is done 
in all branches, which include boot, shoe, and clog manufacturing. wholesale and retail 
dealing in the goods made, besides a complete stock of all kinds of leather and findings. In 
Belfast. like everywhere else, competition is very keen, and prices have to be cut down very 
closely." 


Belfast News-Letter, 29" January 1892 


Edward Birney appeared in a Belfast directory of 1892 as a “Clog, Boot, Shoe, Boot-top, and 
Legging Manufacturer, Leather and Hide Merchant”, with his “Boot and Shoe Repairing Factory” at 
71 North Street, and premises at 17% to 21 Church Street. Thomas Wilkinson was listed as a 
Clogmaker at 20 Berlin Street. 


Thomas Clegg Wilkinson, son of Thomas and Margaret, married Sarah Leslie in Belfast in April 
1894. Despite his “Clegg” name, he was a Labourer, but Thomas Wilkinson was described as a 
Clog Maker in the marriage record. 


William and Martha Clegg’s last surviving son, William Henry, died in November 1894. William 
Henry Clegg was only 32, and had been working as a Labourer. His death was registered by his 
brother-in-law, Moore Robinson, husband of his sister Maggie. 


A Belfast directory of 1895 listed Edw. Birney as a boot, shoe, boot top, legging, and clog 
manufacturer, with premises at 71 and 73 North Street, and his residence at Park Lodge, Antrim 
Road. Similar details appeared in the 1897 directory, but the list of premises included 71 & 73 
North Street, 1714, 19 & 21 Church Street, and 76 Ann Street. 


CLOGS.-The only Manufacturer in the City; Bleachgreens, Laundries, and the Trade 
supplied. Write for price list and samples.—Birney’s, Church Street. 


Irish News and Belfast Morning News, 20" September 1897 


In February 1897, Thomas Wilkinson married Annie Smith (Rothery), a widow. His address was not 
recorded, other than Belfast, but his occupation was noted as Clog Maker. His father was said to 
have been an Engineer rather than a Joiner. Wilkinson had appeared in a Belfast directory of 1897 
with an address of 17 Cullingtree Street. 


Though Thomas was about 56 when he married Annie, she was only 32. She has two children from 
her first marriage, but Thomas and Annie had their first child - Emma — in 1897. Emma’s birth 
record confirmed Thomas’ address to be 17 Cullingtree Street, and his occupation was Clogger. 


A Belfast directory of 1899 recorded Thomas Wilkinson’s address as 17 Cullingtree Street, but by 
the time Samuel Wilkinson was born towards the end of the year, the family had moved to 30 
Cullingtree Street. Thomas’ occupation was Clog Maker. The Wilkinsons were at the same address 
at the time of the 1901 census, and Thomas was still working as a Clog Maker. Thomas was at the 
same address in 1902 when his son James was born, and his occupation was Clogmaker. 
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Birney’s placed advertisements in several Belfast newspapers from late 1899 into early 1900. Some 
advertisements stated that the business was the only clog manufacturer in the city, which seems to 
be correct. Thomas Wilkinson was the only clog maker listed at the start of the 1890s, and he soon 
became part of Edward Birney’s footwear manufacturing enterprise. 


CLOGS Rebottomed, 1s 9d per pair, equal to new. The only manufacturer in city for clogs 
and clog repairing. Birney’s, North Street. 


Irish News and Belfast Morning News, 21° November 1899 (also Northern Whig, Belfast 
Telegraph and Belfast News-Letter, various dates) 


CLOGS, Clogs, Clogs — The only Makers in the city; Men’s, Boys’, and Women’s clogs at 
wholesale prices..—Birney’s, North Street and branches. 


Belfast Telegraph, 3" February 1903 
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Street Map of Belfast 1904 showing streets in which former Clegg premises were located 
The 1904 street map shows the streets in which the Cleggs had clog shops in earlier years. Thomas 
Wilkinson traded from 53 North Street at the start of the 1890s, and Birney’s also had premises in 
North Street, on the corner with Royal Avenue. 
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Birney’s advertisements for clogs tended to emphasise the health benefits of wearing them. 


CLOGS! CLOGS! CLOGS! 
COLD, DAMP FEET PREVENTED. 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CLOGS KEPT 
IN STOCK. 


MEN’S, BOYS’, AND WOMEN’S 
CLOGS 
AT WHOLESALE PRICES. 
BIRNEY’S, 
NORTH STREET (Corner of Royal Avenue). 


Belfast Telegraph, 25" November 1904 (also Ulster Echo, 30" November 1904) 


Joseph Wilkinson, son of Thomas and Annie, was born in August 1905. By this time, the 
Wilkinsons were living at 87 Cambrai Street, Belfast, but Thomas was still a Clog Maker. 


Thomas Wilkinson’s daughter Harriet married Francis Sheppard in December 1905. Thomas’ 
occupation was recorded as being Shoemaker. 


Martha Clegg (Haworth), the widow of William Clegg, died in Belfast in November 1906. She was 
64 years old, and had lived at 9 St. Andrews Square North. She was described as Widow of William 
Clegg, a Bootmaker, and her death was registered by daughter M. Robinson, that is, Maggie. 


Birney’s placed advertisements for anti-rheumatic shoe clogs in December 1906 and January 1907. 


CLOGS. 
CLOGS. 
CLOGS. 
ANTI-RHEUMATIC SHOE CLOGS. 
Children’s, ...... 1/6 per pair. 
Boys’ and Women’s _ 1/9 per pair. 
Men’s, ... ... ... 2/3 per pair. 


BIRNEY’S, 


NORTH STREET. 
(Comer of Royal Avenue). 


Belfast Telegraph, 18" December 1906 (also 17" January 1907) 


Thomas and Annie Wilkinson’s last child, Henry, was born in June 1908. The Wilkinsons were 
living at 30 Geoffrey Street, Belfast, and Thomas’ occupation was Clog Maker. 


Later in 1908, Bimey’s advertisements were placed in the name of Birney’s, Limited, which 
indicates that the business was now a limited company. Edward Birney was in his late sixties, and 
only his daughter Lavinia was still living in Belfast, two sons having emigrated to the United States. 
It is possible that changing the legal status of the business took some of the weight from Edward’s 
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shoulders. The advertisements still promoted the health benefits of clogs, and suggested their use in 
various workplaces. 


CLOGS. 
CLOGS. 


CLOGS. 
TO AVOID INFLUENZA 

KEEP YOUR FEET DRY. 
Children’s Clogs. 
Boys’ and Women’s Clogs. 
Men’s Clogs. 
For Washhouse, 
For Yard, 
For Brewery, 
For Farm. 

BIRNEY’S LTD., 
NORTH STREET 

(Corner Royal Avenue, Belfast). 

Factory—Church Street. 


Belfast Telegraph, 12" December 1908 


CLOGS, Clogs, Clogs.-Warm Lined Clogs, for motor men, tramwaymen, carmen; these are 
life preservers—Birney’s, Limited, North Street (corner Royal Avenue). 


Belfast Telegraph, 30" October 1909 


In 1909, on the anniversary of Martha Clegg’s death, Maggie and Moore Robinson placed the 
following notice. 


IN MEMORIAM 
CLEGG-In sad and loving memory of my dear mother, Martha Clegg, who departed this life 
on 5th November 1906, and was interred in the City Cemetery. 
As long as life and memory last we will remember thee. 
Inserted by her loving Daughter and Son-in-law. 
MAGGIE & MOORE ROBINSON. 
9 St. Andrew’s Square. 


Belfast Telegraph, 5" November 1909 


The benefits to health of wearing clogs had already begun to appear in Birley’s advertisements by 
the time this “filler” article appeared in the Belfast Telegraph in 1910. Such articles appeared in 
many newspapers in Britain and Ireland from time to time. What they had in common was that they 
emphasised the ability of clogs to keep feet warm and dry better than the poor quality boots 
available to disadvantaged members of the community. Though some bootmakers had been 
promoting the waterproof nature and durability of their boots, such footwear was rarely as 
waterproof and durable as clogs. However, in the near future, improvements would be made to the 
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tanning of leather, so that the availability of better quality boots would contribute to the deciline in 
the popularity of clogs. 


THE WEARING OF CLOGS 


IN THE ENGLISH MIDLANDS. 
Doctor's High Praise. 
There are signs (says a Birmingham correspondent) that the clog is regaining the popularity 
it once enjoyed in the Midlands. 


In a great measure its reintroduction here is due to Dr. Auden, the medical inspector to the 
Education Department, acting in cooperation with Mr. Partridge, a veteran worker in 
connection with the Police-Aided Association for Clothing Destitute Children. 


Through their efforts this association has lately distributed many hundreds of pairs of clogs 
to poor little bairns who would otherwise be unshod or shod only in the worst of boots. 


Dr. Auden gave me some of his reasons for endeavouring to bring this footgear into 
popularity with the pour. "The clog has many advantages," said the doctor. "It is much drier 
and healthier than the ordinary leather boot, it lasts longer, and it can be repaired much more 
cheaply. You can get a good pair of clogs for an initial outlay of 2s 3d, whilst the cheapest 
boots and those least likely to wear cost 4s a pair. 


"With boots of such poor quality the children constantly have wet, cold feet during the 
greater part of the year—conditions which are among the most potent factors in reducing the 
general 'tone’ and power of resistance, and a most fruitful source of rheumatic and catarrhal 
affections which are so prevalent among the children of the poor. The wooden sole of a clog 
is a bad conductor, and therefore it keeps the child's feet warm. 


"Then, I am most anxious to combat the too general tendency to flat-footedness, and I 
believe this is a valuable step in that direction. The medical officers of schools at Bradford— 
where so many of the children wear clogs—find that it is quite a rare thing to meet a flat- 
footed youngster. 


"Again, there is the very important consideration of cheapness of repair. A pair of clogs may 
be repaired for a penny. As a matter of fact, we have a man from the Blind Institution whose 
business it is to make a tour of the schools where the children wear clogs, and to re-iron 
them when necessary at a penny per pair. With such occasional attention a pair of clogs will 
wear for eighteen months. 


"Those are solid advantages, and as to the objections which are urged against clogs, they are 
mainly imaginery [sic] or exaggerated. The noise which clogs make is said to be irritating. I 
can only say that is not found to be the case in Lancashire and other places where they are so 
generally worn. I submit that their clear, sharp click upon the pavement is not so irritating as 
the shuffle of a dilapidated boot, at any rate. And when people say they do not look 'nice,' I 
can only say my own children wear to them play in, and whenever it is wet they delight in 
wearing them. 
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"That reminds me that those poor children who have worn clogs in Birmingham, and are 
given the choice between a second pair and a pair of boots, invariably say 'I’ll have clogs, 
please.’ It reminds me also that my children's clogs were made in one of the Education 
Committee's Special Schools for mentally defective children, for we have come to regard the 
clog as such a valuable form of footwear that we are teaching some of the boys in those 
schools how to make and repair them. Moreover the industry of clog making is going ahead 
in other directions here in Birmingham. The materials used, by the way, are largely of home 
production, the hard wood of the soles being close-grained birch grown in this country. 


Belfast Telegraph, 24" May 1910 


The article also draws our attention to the fact that charitable bodies existed to provide clogs and 
other clothing to destitute children, and that children in certain schools were taught to make clogs. 


A census of industrial production published early in 1911 stated the following in respect of Ireland’s 
footwear industry. 


... Ireland’s boot and shoe industry is comparatively small, producing little over half a 
million pairs of boots, shoes, and slippers, 24,000 clogs, of the value, including repairs, of 
£265,000, the cost of material being £148,000, leaving £117,000. This trade provides 
employment for 2,026 persons. ... 


Belfast News-Letter, 13" January 1911 (extract) 


The census of 1911 shows that around a hundred men in Ireland identified themselves as clog 
makers, clog manufacturers, or cloggers. Numbers employed in clog making were low compared to 
those making boots and shoes. 


By 1911, Thomas Clegg, son of Henry (1834 — 1900) and Mary Clegg, had returned to Belfast from 
Newtownards. He was living at 6 Farnham Street, and working as a Clogmaker. It seems possible 
that he had come back to Belfast to work with Thomas Wilkinson at Bimney’s, Limited. 


Thomas Wilkinson was a Clog Maker at 42 Geoffrey Street in 1911. His birthplace was recorded as 
Belfast, rather than England, and his age was understated by about ten years. 


Edward Birney was a Magistrate and Boot Merchant, aged 72, at Antrim Road, Belfast. He died at 
his home, Park Lodge, in August 1911. Probate was granted to Frederick Birney, a son resident in 
the United States, and his daughter Lavinia Birney. This obituary, which appeared in the Belfast 
News-Letter a few days after his death, emphasises his importance to the success of Birney’s, Ltd. 


DEATH OF MR. EDWARD BIRNEY, J.P. 
The announcement. of the death of Mr. Edward Birney, J.P.. has been received with deep 
regret. The deceased. who had resided at Park Lodge, Antrim Road. had reached the 
advanced age of eighty years. He had been all his life associated with the bootmaking trade, 
and under his supervision and guidance the firm of Birney, Ltd., North Street, and Ann 
Street, developed into a large and growing concern. He was a man of strict integrity and 
upright in all his dealings, and he was held in high esteem by all who knew him. He was a 
justice of the peace for County Antrim, and in religion was a Roman Catholic. His wife 
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predeceased him, but he leaves two sons, who have been successful in business in America, 
and one daughter. The interment took place yesterday at Greencastle, the requiem mass and 
prayers at the graveside being said by the Rev. John O'Neill, St. Patrick's. 


Belfast News-Letter, 8" August 1911 


On 12" August 1911, the Belfast Weekly Telegraph published a report on Edward Birney’s funeral. 
It observed that he had been “for a lifetime associated with the bootmaking trade in Belfast, and the 
business—latterly known as Birney, Ltd.—which was originally carried on in Church Lane, developed 
under his guidance, enterprise, and energy, into a remarkably successful concern, with commodious 
and excellently equipped premises in North Street, Church Street, and Ann Street.” The Northern 
Whig on the 8" August stated that he “continued his active interest in the concern up to a short time 
ago, and retained in a wonderful degree his business energy and keenness.” 


Birney’s, Limited continued trading after his death, and continued to emphasise in advertisements 
that the business was the largest manufacturer of clogs in Ireland. 


LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF CLOGS 
IN IRELAND. 
ANTI-RHEUMATIC SHOE CLOGS. 


CLOGS for WASHHOUSES, 
BLEACH GREEN, 
AUTO-DRIVERS, 
DISTILLERYMEN, 
ICE CUTTERS. 
RECOMMENDED BY PHYSICIANS. 


BIRNEY’S, LTD. 
BOOT & CLOG MANUFACTURERS, 


CHURCH STREET. 
SHOPS — 
71 — 73 NORTH STREET, 
19 — 21 CHURCH STREET, 
76 ANN STREET, 
BELFAST. 


Belfast Telegraph, 18 November 1911 


Though Birney’s, Limited did not have a rival clog maker based in Belfast at this time, 
advertisements were placed in Belfast newspapers by a Scottish company seeking customers in 
Ireland. The Wellington Manufacturing Co., of 4 Wellington Street, Glasgow, advertised clogs in the 
two-buckle felt-lined style from December 1911 into 1912. 


It is not clear who was managing Birney’s, Limited after the death of Edward Birney. A former 
manager, John Downey, set up a rival business - Downey & Co. - in Belfast during 1912. He 
claimed to have been manager of Bimey’s for over thirty years when he advertised the opening of 
his new retail and wholesale boot and shoe shop and factory in May 1912. Downey’s 
advertisements did not mention the availability of clogs at this time, so it appears that Thomas 
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Wilkinson, and possibly Thomas Clegg, remained with Birney’s, Limited. However, Downey & Co. 
did add clogs to the range of footwear in later years. 


An advertisement by Birney’s, Ltd. in the Belfast Telegraph of 6" March 1913 stated “CLOG 
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY. Material and Workmanship Guaranteed.” and claimed that the business 
was “Ireland’s Largest Boot, Shoe, Clog and Leather Retailers and Repairers.” Premises were at 71 
& 73 North Street, and 76 Ann Street, with the factory at 19 & 21 Church Street. 


The Belfast Union’s Board of Guardians continued to invite tenders for the supply of various items 
for the Belfast workhouse. An advertisement in the Belfast News-Letter of 11" June 1915 requested 
tenders to supply “Boots, Shoes, and Clogs” for the three months from 1“ July to 30" September, 
1915, inclusive. Birney’s, Limited was the only business in Belfast making clogs by this time, but 
bids may have been submitted by clog makers in other towns. 


By 1915, Birney’s had adopted the use of Dri-Ped leather for soles. The leather was made by 
William Walker & Sons, Ltd., of Bolton, Lancashire, and claims were made in respect of the 
product’s improved waterproofing, increased durability, and use for Army boots during the First 
World War. Similar claims about leather soles being waterproof and durable had been made by 
various tanners throughout the nineteenth century, but it seems that Walkers had introduced genuine 
improvements. William Walker started tanning leather for clog uppers in Bolton in the 1820s, and 
his descendants supplied leather to clog makers for many decades. But the company improved 
leather to the extent that shoes and boots were more waterproof and longer-lasting than before, and 
this must have been one of the factors which led to a decline in demand for clogs. (I have 
researched the history of William Walker and Sons, and hope to publish my research as a free PDF 
book later this year.) 


An advertisement placed by Birney’s in October 1915 placed the emphasis on the quality of the 
firm’s boots. 


Try BIRNEY’S Boots 


Comfort and double-wear guaranteed. 
Ireland’s Premier Boot and Clog Makers and Dri-Ped Repairers. 


Belfast Telegraph, 1° October 1915 


Mary Ann Clegg, the daughter of Thomas and Annie Clegg, who was 31 years old and a Stitcher, 
died at 19 Essex Street, Belfast, in May 1916. The death was registered by her brother, Frederick 
William Clegg. 


Based on a transcription of the family grave in Newtownards (the death record is missing from the 
online database), Thomas Clegg died in October 1916. He was the last of Lancashire’s Cleggs to 
work as a clog maker in Belfast. If he was working for Birney’s, Limited, his loss would have been 
a blow to the business. 


In 1916, the following article — somewhat in the nature of modern “advertorial” content — appeared 
in Belfast’s Witness. The reference to warm-lined clogs suggests that Birney’s, Ltd. included felt- 
lined clogs in its range, perhaps in the two-buckle style advertised by a rival business based in 
Glasgow. Such clogs were known in parts of Britain as Baltic clogs, and appear to have been 
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imported from Germany in the late nineteenth century before British cloggers began to manufacture 
them locally. 


A WHITE PLAGUE PREVENTIVE. 
It was considered by many a bold assertion, that all forms of illness were hereditary, but cold 
damp is the precursor of most human ills. In these days of high prices, the Damp-proof 
Footwear and Warm-lined Clogs of Messrs. BIRNEY'S, LTD., North Street, Ireland's 
Largest Boot and Clog Manufacturers and Repairers, are essential to make one entirely 
unconcerned about one's feet and ensure good health. Being Government contractors, their 
work, both New Boots and Repairs, shows stability and gives eminent satisfaction. 


Witness (Belfast), 17" November 1916 (also 1" December 1916) 


In 1917, auctioneers in Belfast began to advertise the availability of “Army Surplus” boots, some of 
which were thought to be adequate for making into clogs, by removal of the worn-out leather soles 
and substituting wooden clogs soles. An advertisement in the Belfast News-Letter of 19" March 
1917, “By Order of the Director of Army Contracts”, announced the auction of 5,288 pairs Grade 
“D” old Army boots, “considered suitable for converting into Clogs”. In October 1917, 10,000 pairs 
of Grade “D” Army boots were advertised as being suitable for conversion into to clogs. (If the 
thought of clogs with military boot uppers appeals to you, such clogs are made to this day. Look 
online for Walkley Clogs, a Yorkshire maker which supplies by mail-order.) 


Another “article” promoting the health qualities of Birney’s footwear appeared in the Witness in 
August 1917. 


ENSURE GOOD HEALTH. 
In a recent interview here the fact was demonstrated that Influenza caused by wet feet can be 
prevented by wearing the Damp-Proof Footwear or Clogs made by Birney's, North Street, 
Belfast. Their Wares are a standard for excellence, and their Boot and Clog Repairs give 
comfort, at moderate prices. They still occupy a premier place in supplying the Government 
with staple footwear. 


Witness (Belfast), 31° August 1917 


An amended version of the “report” appeared in the same newspaper about a month later. The title 
changed to “IF IT’S CLOGS—WE HAVE THEM”, and Birney’s famous Sea Boots were mentioned. 


Though Birney’s did not have any Belfast-based clog making rivals for many years, in October 
1917 the Lagan Clog Works Ltd. of the Works, Malone Road, Newforge advertised job vacancies in 
the Belfast Telegraph. The company claimed that it had “piles of work” making clogs, and that it 
offered more money than at shoe making, and shorter hours. It was not attempting to recruit 
Belfast’s limited number of clog makers, but aimed to employ boot and shoe makers. An 
advertisement in November 1917 claimed that clog makers could earn 55/- and upwards per week. 


As usual, the Witness could be relied upon for unbiased reporting about the availability of damp- 


proof and durable footwear made by Birney’s, which could be purchased at moderate prices in their 
“Xmas Sale” during December 1917. 
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THE ARMY COUNCIL FIXES PRICES. 
The Army Council have now fixed the price for Upper Leather until further notice. The fact 
of Messrs. BIRNEY’S, Ltd., North Street, Belfast, having secured large stocks in advance 
enables them to supply their famous Damp-proof Boots and Clogs, which ensure comfort 
and good health, with durability, at moderate prices. In their Xmas Sale now on, splendid 
bargains in all classes of footwear can be obtained. As Government Contractors, their Boots 
are a standard for War Workers and Sailors. 


Witness (Belfast), 7" December 1917 


In January 1918, the business established by a former manager of Birney’s — Downey & Co. - 
advertised a sale for one week only of Irish-made clogs. These were available in children’s, boys’, 
youths’, and men’s sizes, and were said to be all boot uppers with hand-made soles. Downey & Co. 
appeared not to make a style considered suitable for women. 


Another auction of Army boots was advertised in May 1918, this time offering 14,177 pairs 
considered suitable for making into clogs. It is possible that availability of a supply of cheap uppers 
encouraged some makers to enter the market for clogs. 


Courtesy. Service. Satisfaction. 


| for Xutas Gifts 


BIRNEY’S Ltd, 


3 Ireland’s Largest Boot, Shoe, and Clog 
( Manufacturers and Repairers. 


It's now over half-a-century since Birney'’s Damp- 

Proof Boots were first made. Human feet haven't 

in shape during that time. So their Damp- 

Proot Boots now, with the added rehnements that 

modern Shoemaking has brought, remain unsurpassed 
for Quality and Value. 


Made in most agreeable leather for Men, Women, and 
Children. Suitable for all weathers. 


71 &73 North St., Belfast 


[BACT EH|” 


Se, 


SZ, 


( 


Trish Weekly and Ulster Examiner, 21° December 1918 
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Birney’s continued to mention clogs in advertisements, but placed more emphasis on the range of 
damp-proof boots. 


In August 1919, Bimey’s, Ltd. advertised the sale of its entire stock of boots, shoes, and clogs, 
following the disposal of the premises at 71 — 73 North Street, Belfast. 


BIRNEY’S. LTD. 
71-73 NORTH ST. 


OWING TO ABOVE PREMISES HAVING BEEN PRIVATELY 
DISPOSED OF THE 


ENTIRE STOCK OF BOOTS, 
SHOES, AND CLOGS | 


MUST BE 


CLEARED REGARDLESS OF COST. 
BARGAINS IN EVERY PURCHASE. 


~*~ 


Belfast News-Letter, 11" August 1919 (also Belfast Telegraph, 13" August 1919) 


Advertisements continued to be placed later in 1919, and into 1920. 


BOOTS, SHOES, SLIPPERS & CLOGS 
SPECIAL BARGAIN SALE. 
LARGE Surplus Stock of Boots, Shoes, Slippers, Clogs, Etc., for immediate Sale. Extra 
quality Goods at bargain prices. 


BIRNEY’S, LTD., 73 North Street, BELFAST. 


Belfast Telegraph, 18" September 1919 
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By the end of 1919, another business was making clogs in Belfast. D. & J. Robb, of 216 
Albertbridge Road, Belfast, announced that they manufactured clogs, and that they were suitable for 
farm work. In addition, A. Thompson, of 86 Bridge End, Belfast, who was “aided by Twenty Years’ 
Managerial Experience in the Largest Bootmaking and Repairing Firm in the City”, advertised his 
East End Boot and Clog Factory, which produced hand-made boots and clogs. The implication is 
that Thompson was a former employee of Birney’s, Limited, who now took the opportunity to set 
up his own business. 


It seems possible that the sale of Birney’s premises announced in August 1919 did not complete, 
because this advertisement in February 1920 describes the premises as “to be sold”. 


SELLING OFF. 
Boots, Shoes, Slippers & Clogs 
PRIVATE SALE FOR 14 DAYS. 
Wholesale Prices. Premises to be sold. 


Bimey’s Ltd., 71 & 73 North St 
Belfast Telegraph, 2" February 1920 


By March 1920, sale of the stock of footwear, and everything else required for the operation of the 
business, was in the hands of an auctioneer. 


BIRNEY'S, LTD., 


71 & 73 NORTH STREET, 
BELFAST. 
£5,000 Worth of Selected 
BOOT AND SHOE STOCK, 
To be SOLD BY AUCTION on the Premises, 
Commencing MONDAY NEXT, March 22nd, and EACH FOLLOWING DAY 
till Sold, at 2.30 p.m. 
Stock consists of 
BOOTS, SHOES, SLIPPERS, CLOGS, LEGGINGS, Etc., Etc. 
and a quantity of REPAIRED BOOTS AND SHOES. 

LARGE QUANTITY OF SOLE AND UPPER LEATHER, LININGS, RIVETS, LACES, 
THREAD, BUTTONS, RUBBER HEELS, HEEL TIPS, CLOG BOTTOMS, Etc., Etc. 
FIXTURES, OFFICE PARTITIONS, TWO LARGE SAFES, 
3-Cwt. AVERY WEIGHBRIDGE, with Wings, 

Office Cupboards, Letterpress, Counter, Window Fittings and Enclosure, 

Shop Mirrors, Shelving, Cork Lino, Arc Lamp and Gas Fittings, etc., etc. 

Terms—Cash and Commission. 
JOHN HAWTHORNE, 
52 ARTHUR STREET. 


Belfast Telegraph, 20" March 1920 


It is possible that Thomas Wilkinson was suffering from ill-health by 1919, and this was a factor in 
the decision to close down Birmney’s, Limited. Wilkinson would have been in his late seventies by 
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this time. He died at 30 Geoffrey Street, Belfast, in June 1920. His death was registered by G. 
Smyth, his stepson, and he was described as a Clog Maker. (He was also said to be 69, which I 
believe is about ten years less than his real age.) This brought the involvement of the extended 
Clegg family in making clogs in Belfast, from the mid-nineteenth century onwards, to a close. 


Wilkinson may have had a role in A. Thompson’s business at Bridge End after the closure of 
Birney’s. When Thompson advertised in December 1920, he offered hand-made footwear, but did 
not mention availability of clogs. This could have been because of the death of Thomas Wilkinson 
earlier in the year, but it is also possible that Thompson found that the demand for clogs in Belfast 
was already in decline. 


There are inconsistencies in the life story of Thomas Wilkinson which I should consider. He was 
born in Preston, Lancashire, in 1841, and baptised there in November of that year. He was nine 
years old when the 1851 census was taken, and nineteen at the time of the 1861 census. When he 
married Margaret Clegg in 1863, he was 21. So far, so good. 


When Wilkinson remarried in 1897, the marriage record simply stated that he was of full age. His 
father’s name was correct — Francis Wilkinson — though his occupation was said to be Engineer 
rather than Joiner. 


The next time Wilkison’s age was recorded was when the 1901 census was taken. He was said to be 
54, rather than 59, so had lost five years. His birthplace was given as England. 


Ten years later, he was said to be 61 — only seven years older than in 1901 — so had reduced his age 
by a few more years. His birthplace was said to be Belfast rather than England. 


Finally, when he died in 1920 he was said to be 69. He would have been about 78. 


It is not impossible that there were two clog makers in Belfast, both called Thomas Wilkinson, and 
that the first disappeared from records in the 1890s before the second one appeared. However, this 
seems unlikely, and the explanation is probably that Wilkinson’s age was reduced because of the 
age gap between him and his younger wife. 


Fortunately the youngest child of Thomas Wilkinson and Margaret Clegg — Harriet — was living 
with Thomas and Annie Wilkinson when the 1901 census was taken. This tends to confirm that 
Margaret’s husband and Annie’s husband were the same Thomas Wilkinson. Furthermore, though 
there are differences in Thomas’ details between those in the 1901 census and those in 1911, other 
family members are in residence at both times to demonstrate continuity. 


Other people have prepared family trees for Thomas Wilkinson and have reached the same 
conclusion. 
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Dungannon, County Tyrone 


William Clegg (born 1830 Kirkham, son of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) had moved to 
Dungannon in County Tyrone by the mid-1860s. He had been in business in Kirkham, Lancashire, 
but his departure to Ireland was announced in newspapers in Lancashire. 


Around the time that William Clegg was living in Dungannon, the town was described as follows. 


DUNGANNON, a bar. in the co. of Tyrone, prov. of Ulster, Ireland, bounded on the N. by 
the co. of Londonderry, on the E. by Lough Neagh, on the S. by the Blackwater, and on the 
W. by the bars. of Strabane, Clogher, and Omagh. It is divided into three sections—lower, 
middle, and upper—containing the pars. of Ballyclog, Carnteel, Aghaloo, Clonoe, 
Donaghenry, Desertereat, Drumglass, Donaghmore, Killeeshill, Kildress, Pomeroy, 
Tullyniskan, and parts of Artrea, Arboe, Ballinderry, Clonfeacle, Derryloran, Killyman, 
Lissan, and Tamlaght. The surface varies much in character. Among its productions are coal 
and greenstone. Numerous tributaries to the Blackwater intersect the interior. 


Gazetteer 1868 


The reason for William Clegg’s move from Kirkham to Dungannon is not clear. It is possible that he 
had business problems in Kirkham, and that these prompted the move. It is also possible that he was 
aware of Thomas Clegg’s move to Belfast, and that the success of Thomas Clegg and Sons’ 
business provided the motivation to relocate. 


There are no newspaper reports about William Clegg’s business activities in Dungannon. He might 
have been operating a stand-alone business in that town, quite separate from Thomas Clegg and 
Sons’ interests in Belfast and Newtownards. Or he might have been working in cooperation with his 
relations, perhaps supplying clog soles or clog blocks for use in Belfast. It seems unlikely that we 
shall ever know for certain. 


William Clegg’s time in Dungannon is documented only by the records of births and deaths of his 
children. (I have not found any advertisements for his business, and he is not mentioned in 
newspaper reports other than the notices following.) He had married Agnes Dodding in Garstang, 
Lancashire, in 1854, and William and Agnes had four children before the move to Ireland: Thomas 
(1854), Elizabeth (1856), Ellen (1858), and Ruth (1861). 


William and Agnes Clegg’s son Jonathan Agnew was born in Dungannon in 1864. The birth record 
noted that the Cleggs were living at Scotch Street, and that William Clegg was a Clog Maker. 


Jonathan Agnew Clegg died in Dungannon in January 1866, and his death was reported as follows. 


January 11, at Dungannon, Jonathan Agnew, youngest son of Mr. William Clegg, aged 1 year 
and 7 months. 


Londonderry Sentinel, 16" January 1866 


Clegg—On the 11th inst., at Dungannon, Jonathan Agnew, youngest son of Mr. William 
Clegg, aged one year and seven months. 
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Newry Telegraph, 16" January 1866 

Later in the year, Ruth Clegg, who was born in Lancashire in 1861, also died in Dungannon. 
Clegg—July 6, at Dungannon, Ruth, second daughter of Mr. Wm. Clegg, aged 5 years. 
Belfast News-Letter, 9" July 1866 (also Londonderry Sentinel, 10" July 1866) 
July 6, at Dungannon, Ruth, second daughter of Mr. Wm. Clegg, aged 5 years. 
Armagh Guardian, 13" July 1866 (also Belfast Weekly News, 14" July 1866) 


She was described as the second daughter of William Clegg, though she had two older sisters. It is 
possible that Ellen Clegg did not make the journey to Dungannon with the rest of the family, so that 
Ruth was the second of the daughters living in Ireland. Ellen was living with members of the 
Dodding family at the time of the 1861 and 1871 censuses. (By 1881 she was living with her 
parents in Kirkham.) 


David William Clegg was born in Dungannon in 1867, the birth records again noting that William 
Clegg was a Clog Maker in Scotch Street. Unfortunately David William Clegg died there later the 
same year. 


William Henry Clegg was born in Dungannon in 1868, his father’s occupation being recorded as 
Clogger, and address Scotch Street, Dungannon. 


David Alexander Clegg was born in Dungannon in 1870, and Agnes Ann in 1873. Their father’s 
occupation was noted as Clog Maker, but by 1870 the Cleggs had moved to a property in Georges 
Street, Dungannon, which is linked to Scotch Street. 


William and Agnes Clegg and family were not in England at the time of the 1871 census. They 
returned to Kirkham during the 1870s, after 1873. William and Agnes’ last child, Norah Jane, was 
born in Kirkham in 1878. 


The reason for William Clegg’s return to Kirkham is not known. One factor might have been the 
death of three of his children in 1866 and 1867, though he did remain in Dungannon into the 1870s. 
William Clegg did establish a successful clog making business in Kirkham on his return, and 
members of his family were involved in the footwear trade in that town for many decades. 


William Clegg’s daughter Elizabeth remained in Dungannon. In 1872 she married Thomas Rowan, 
a Tenter or Engineer in a mill. Thomas and Elizabeth Rowan had at least nine children, born in or 
near Dungannon. Of these, William David (1875) was an apprentice clogger to his grandfather 
William Clegg in Kirkham in 1891, and then ten years later Alfred (1883) had the same role. 
Neither of these grandsons continued as clog makers after serving their apprenticeships. William 
David returned to Dungannon my the mid-1890s, and Alfred continued living in Lancashire but 
turned to farming. 
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Lisburn, County Antrim 


Joseph Connell (born about 1834, Clayton, Lancashire) moved from Belfast to Lisburn in the early 
1870s. Just a few years before his arrival, the town was described as follows. 


LISBURN, a post and market town, and parliamentary borough ... co. Antrim, prov. of 
Ulster, Ireland, 7 miles S.S.W. of Belfast, and 92 from Dublin. It is a station on the Ulster 
railway. It is situated on the river Lagan, and on the road from Dublin to Belfast. ... it is a 
well-built and neatly kept town. The streets are clean, and lighted with gas. ... A 
considerable trade is carried on in the manufacture of damask, diaper, &c. The linen trade 
was introduced by a settlement of Huguenots in 1685. ... Lisburn is the head of a Poor-law 
Union containing 27 electoral divisions in the counties Antrim and Down. ... Tuesday is 
market day. Fairs are held on 21st July and 5th October. 


Gazetteer 1868 (extract) 


Connell had married Alice Clegg in Preston, Lancashire, in 1859. Alice was the daughter of Thomas 
Clegg (born 1810 Preston) and the granddaughter of Henry Clegg (born 1788 Walton-le-Dale). 
Thomas Clegg had established a clog making business in Belfast in the 1850s, while retaining 
business connections in Bamber Bridge, Lancashire. In 1861, Joseph and Alice Connell were living 
at 2 Bamber Bridge Square, Walton-le-Dale, where Joseph was a Clogger. It is possible that he was 
working on behalf of his father-in-law. At this time, the Connells had two children, Nancy and 
Thomas, both born in Walton-le-Dale. Also staying with them were Alice’s sister-in-law, Mary 
Clegg, wife of her brother Henry, and her children, Thomas, Priscilla, and Joseph E. Henry Clegg 
was probably in Belfast, as he is not recorded in the 1861 census in England. 


Joseph and Alice Connell had followed the Cleggs to Ireland by the mid-1860s. Their son Alfred 
was born there in 1865, and Samuel in 1867. They were living at 41 Divis Street, Belfast, probably 
next-door to Alice’s brother William Clegg, in 1868. Three more children were born in Belfast: 
Joseph (1869), George (1871), and Sarah Ellen (1873). 


Daughter Matilda Connell was born in Lisburn early in 1875. Her father was recorded as being a 
Clog Maker at Bridge Street, Lisburn. She died there only two and a half years later, and was 
described as a Clogmaker’s Child. 


DEATHS. 
CONNELL-July 18, at her father’s residence, 13, Bridge Street, Lisburn, Matilda, youngest 
and beloved daughter of Joseph Connell, aged 2 years and 6 months. Her remains will be 
removed for interment in the Borough Cemetery, Belfast, to-morrow (Friday). Friends will 
please accept this intimation. 


Belfast News-Letter, 19" July 1877 
Alice Connell, daughter of Thomas Clegg, died in November 1886, at 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn. 


She was said to be 51, and a House Keeper. Joseph Connell was present at her death. Alice’s death 
was announced as follows. 
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CONNELL-November 3, at 26, Bridge Street, Lisburn, Alice, the beloved wife of 
Joseph Connell. Her remains will be removed for Interment in the Borough Cemetery, 
Belfast, on this (Friday) afternoon, at 2 o’clock. Friends will please accept this intimation. 


Lisburn Standard, 6" November 1886 


Joseph Connell’s son Samuel married Lizzie Gamble in Lisburn in 1891. He stated that his father’s 
occupation was Clog Maker. Samuel was described as a Shop Assistant, resident at Conway Square, 
Newtownards, whereas Lizzie lived in Bridge Street, Lisburn. 


There are several references to Joseph Connell submitting successful tenders for the supply of clogs 
to the Lisburn Board of Guardians for use by workhouse inmates. This advertisement placed in 
1891 demonstrates that he aimed to supply all sorts of customers. 


ESTABLISHED 1873 — Clogs ! Clogs ! Clogs ! 
JOSEPH CONNELL, Wholesale and Retail Clog Manufacturer, 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn, 
has always on hand a large and well-assorted Stock of Superior Clogs. Orders promptly 
attended to. Clogs Re-bottomed on the shortest notice. Wholesale price list on application. 
Please observe the address : 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn. 


Belfast Telegraph, 14" November 1891 


In 1892, the death of John Connell (born Lancashire 1862) at his brother’s residence in Belfast was 
announced. The death was registered by Joseph Connell, and John Connell’s occupation was 
described as Shoe Maker. 


CONNELL-May 29, at his brother’s residence, 211, Hillman Street, Belfast, John Connell, 
second son of Joseph Connell, 20 Bridge Street, Lisburn, aged 29 years. 


Lisburn Standard, 4" June 1892 (also Newry Telegraph, 31% May 1892 — gave father’s 
address as 26 Bridge Street) 


By the late 1880s, Joseph Connell had a local rival selling clogs, boots, and shoes. The Lisburn 
Herald, and Antrim and Down Advertiser of 12" October 1895 carried an advertisement placed by 
Joseph M’Connell, of 22 Bridge Street. He had about 300 pairs of clogs to clear from 1s. per pair, 
and stated that he would continue the sale until he had sold his old stock, because he was ceasing to 
manufacture clogs. This would give him more time to make hand-sewn boots and shoes to order. 


The close proximity of two businesses which had proprietors with similar names was a possible 
source of confusion. On 28" September 1895, the Lisburn Herald, and Antrim and Down Advertiser 
corrected a report of the previous week relating to the acceptance of tenders by the Lisburn Board 
of Guardians: “... the name “Joseph Connell” for supplying shoes and boots, should read Joseph 
M’Connell.” 


Samuel and Lizzie Connell settled in Lisburn in the early 1890s, and their children born in the town 


were Alice (1892), Anne Eveline (1894), and Thomas Frederick (1897). At first Samuel was a 
Clerk, but by 1894 was a Grocer, which became his career rather than clog or shoe making. 
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In May 1896, Joseph Connell’s son Samuel announced that he had secured central premises at 34 
Market Square, Lisburn, and would be open in a few days with a “choice and fresh Stock of 
Grocery and Provision Goods”. He claimed that his goods would be delivered by van in town or 
country at the shortest notice. 


An Ulster directory for 1901 listed J. Connell, clog maker, at Bridge Street, Lisburn. The same 
details were repeated in the 1907 directory, and Joseph McConnell was described as a boot and shoe 
manufacturer in Bridge Street. J. Connell’s details appeared in the 1912 directory, but those for 
Joseph McConnell did not. 


In 1901, the following members of the Connell family were living at 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn: 
Joseph, 66, Clog Maker Master; Thomas, 40, Clog Maker; Mary Ann, 35; Alfred, 34, Clog Maker; 
and Sarah Ellen, 27. Samuel Connell was a General Grocer at 34 Market Square, Lisburn. 


An advertisement placed E. Donaghy & Sons in 1902 confirms that Joseph Connell had another 
local rival. 


500 DOZEN of Clog Blocks for Sale; best quality; assorted; also Clogs of the best quality— 
prices on application at E. Donaghy & Sons, Lisburn Boot Factory, Lisburn. 


Belfast News-Letter, 7" August 1902 
Joseph Connell continued to supply clogs to the Lisburn Board of Guardians in the early 1900s. 


LISBURN BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 
THE weekly meeting of this Board was held on Tuesday at noon. ... 
CONTRACTS FOR FOOTWEAR. 
Acting on the recommendation of the committee appointed to examine tenders and compare 
samples, the Board accepted the tenders of Joseph Connell for clogs and Joseph M’Connell 
for boots, shoes, and slippers. 


Lisburn Standard, 27" September 1902 


The residents of 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn, in 1911, were as follows: Joseph Connell, 76, Clog 
Maker Master; Thomas Connell, 50, Clog Maker, Alfred Connell, 45, Clog Maker; and Sarah Ellen 
Connell, 37. Thomas and Alfred were grandsons of Thomas Clegg (1810 — 1881), and were still 
following the Clegg family trade of clog making. Samuel Connell, brother of Thomas and Alfred, 
was a Grocer at Castle Street, Lisburn. 


Also in 1911, Joseph Clegg was a Clog Maker at 9 Sloan Street, Lisburn. My assumption is that this 
Joseph Clegg was the son of Henry and Mary Clegg. The 1911 census records his age as 48 (born 
1863), and his birthplace as Antrim. His wife was Susan Clegg. There are inconsistencies in records 
relating to this couple. The census states that they had been married for eight years, which implies a 
wedding around 1903, and that no children had been born alive. However, there is a marriage record 
for Joseph Clegg and Susan Thompson in Belfast in 1891, and they had one son in 1898, Henry 
Thompson Clegg, who died in 1900. The reason for the discrepancy between records is not clear. It 
is possible that there were two Joseph Cleggs, both clog makers, who both married a Susan, but I do 
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not think this was the case. If I am correct, then Joseph Clegg was a Clog Manufacturer in 
Newtownards before moving to Lisburn. 


Later in 1911, in Lisburn, Sarah Ellen Connell married Matthew Clegg, of Fleetwood, Lancashire. 
Matthew was the son of Jonathan Clegg (born Poulton-le-Fylde 1841) and the grandson of Thomas 
Clegg (born Walton-le-Dale 1814). Matthew’s residence was recorded as 39 Blakiston St., 
Fleetwood, and his occupation Boot Merchant. His father’s occupation was also recoded as being 
Merchant rather than Clog Maker, as was Joseph Connell’s occupation. It is possible that both bride 
and groom thought that Merchant sounded a higher-class occupation than Clog Maker. 


In 1914, Thomas Connell married Mary Jane (Minnie) Burrowes when he was about fifty-three 
years old. Her late father, William Burrowes, had died in 1906, but at the time of the 1901 census 
was a farmer at Portavoa, Bangor, County Down. 


MARRIAGES. 
CONNELL—BURROWES - September 23, at St. Comgall’s Parish Church, Bangor, by the 
Rev. M. H. G. Wills, M.A., Rector of Donaghadee, Thomas, eldest son of Joseph Connell, 
Lisburn, to Minnie, only daughter of the late William Burrowes, Portavo. 


Belfast News-Letter, 25" September 1914 


Thomas Connell was a Clog Merchant, resident at 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn, and his father Joseph 
was also a Clog Merchant. Use of the term ‘Clog Merchant’ rather than ‘Clog Maker’ does not 
necessarily imply a greater level of production. It may have been used simply because it sounds 
more prestigious. 


Following the marriage, it seems that Thomas Connell became a farmer, though it is possible that he 
continued to make clogs on a small scale. Clog makers sometimes combined their trade with 
another occupation. 


Joseph M’Connell’s premises at 22 Bridge Street, Lisburn, were advertised to let or to be sold in 
November 1914, thereby bringing an end to the confusion of having two footwear manufacturers 
with similar names in the same street. 


A directory of 1915 listed Joseph Connell as a Clog & Patten Maker at 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn. E. 
Donaghy & Sons did not appear in this category, so it is possible that they stopped making or 
selling clogs in Lisburn earlier in the century. 

In May 1917, Joseph Clegg (born County Antrim 1863, son of Henry Clegg (Walton-le-Dale 1834)) 
died in Lisburn Workhouse aged 54. He was described as a Clog Maker, but ill health or hard times 
had sent him to the workhouse. (Note my comments about the 1911 census in respect of Joseph.) 


The death of Joseph Connell in Lisburn was announced in August 1917. 


CONNELL-August 4, 1917, at his residence, 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn, Joseph Connell, 
aged 83 years. 


Belfast Weekly Telegraph, 11" August 1917 
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The death record confirmed that Joseph Connell was a Clog Maker. Census records indicate that he 
was a Methodist, and he was remembered in a service at the local Methodist church a week or so 
after his death. 


Seymour Street Methodist Church. 

Rev. G. W. Thompson will preach at the morning service in Seymour Street Methodist 
Church on Sunday, when a special reference to the death of Mr. Joseph Connell, Bridge 
Street, will be made. 


Lisburn Standard, 10 August 1917 


Probate of the will of Joseph Connell, late of Bridge Street, Lisburn, County Antrim, Clog 
Manufacturer, was granted to Thomas Cairns, a Boot Manufacturer, George Connell, Commercial 
Traveller, and Thomas Connell, Farmer. His estate was valued at £544 12s. 6d. 


By now, Thomas Clegg was running the Burrowes’ farm rather than concentrating on clog making. 


J. Connell appeared in the 1918 directory, as a clog maker at Bridge Street, Lisburn, but it is 
possible that his son Alfred continued under the same business name. 


Sarah Ellen Connell’s husband Matthew Clegg died in Fleetwood, Lancashire, in June 1921. Her 
brothers Thomas and George attended the funeral. 


In 1929, the death of Mary Ann Connell at 26 Bridge Street was announced. 


Connell—June 16, 1929, at her residence, 26, Bridge Street, Lisburn, Mary Ann, eldest 
daughter of the late Joseph Connell. The remains of our beloved sister will be removed from 
the above address for interment in Lisburn Cemetery to-morrow (Tuesday), at 2-30 p.m. 
Friends will please accept this intimation. 

ALFRED CONNELL anp SARAH E. CLEGG 


Belfast News-Letter, 17" June 1929 


Sarah E. Clegg was Sarah Ellen Connell, widow of Matthew Clegg, who had been a clog maker in 
Fleetwood, Lancashire. 


Probate of the will of Mary Ann Connell, of 26 Bridge Street, Lisburn, County Antrim, was granted 
to Alfred Connell, Clog Maker, and Sarah Ellen Clegg, Widow. The value of her estate was £880 
18s. 5d. 


Thomas Connell died at Donaghadee in 1937. 
Connell—December 7, 1937, at his residence, Portavo Cottage, Donaghadee, Thomas, 
dearly-beloved husband of Mary Jane Connell, and eldest son of the late Joseph Connell, 


Lisburn. Funeral to-day (Thursday), at 10 a.m., at Lisburn Cemetery, arriving Lisburn about 
11-15 a.m. 
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Belfast News-Letter, 9" December 1937 (also North Down Herald and County Down 
Independent, 11" December 1937) 


Probate of the estate of Thomas Connell, Retired Clog Maker, of Portavo Cottage, Donaghadee, 
County Down, was awarded to Thomas Frederick Connell, Commercial Traveller. Connell’s estate 
was valued at £378 13s. Od. 


Thomas Frederick Connell was the son of Samuel Connell. He was born in Lisburn in 1897 and was 
Thomas Connell’s nephew. 


The death was announced in 1940 of Alfred Connell, the last of the Connells to work as a clog 
maker. Alfred was seventy-four when he died. It is not clear when he retired. It is possible that he 
continued making clogs in Limerick into the 1930s. 


Connell—June 9, 1940, at his residence, 26, Bridge Street, Lisburn, Alfred Connell. Funeral 
to-day (Tuesday) at 2-30 p.m., to Lisburn Cemetery. House private. Deeply regretted. 


Belfast News-Letter, 11" June 1940 
The probate record indicates that Alfred Connell, was a Retired Clog Maker of 26 Bridge Street, 
Lisburn, County Antrim, and that probate was granted to Thomas Frederick Connell, a Commercial 
Traveller, and David Harvey, Solicitor’s Assistant. Connell’s estate was valued at £3,642 3s. 1d. 
In 1946, Sarah Ellen Clegg, daughter of Joseph Connell, died in Lisburn. 
CLEGG—April 2, 1946, at Hospital, Lisburn, Sara E., widow of Matthew Clegg, Fleetwood, 
and daughter of the late Joseph Connell, 26, Bridge Street, Lisburn. House and funeral 
private. 
Belfast News-Letter, 3" April 1946 
Thomas Connell’s widow, Mary Jane, known as Minnie, died in 1950. 
CONNELL-July 25, 1950, at Ards Hospital, Mary Jane (Minnie), widow of Thomas 


Connell, Portavoe, Donaghadee. Funeral to-morrow (Thursday), at 3 p.m., from Doggart’s 
Rest Room, Newtownards, to Donaghadee Churchyard, arriving approx. 3.45 p.m. 


Northern Whig, 26" July 1950 
Probate of the will of Mary Jane Connell, of Portavoe, Donaghadee, County Down, who died at 
Ards District Hospital, Newtownards, was granted to Benjamin Boomer, a Gentleman. Her estate 
was valued at £6,087 Os. 8d. 
At present, I know nothing about the later lives of brothers Samuel, Joseph, and George Connell, or 


when they died. None of the brothers appear to have become clog makers, but I will update my 
research notes if any further details come to light in the future. 
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Newtownards, County Down 
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Map of Ireland (1886) showing Dungannon (left), Lisburn & Belfast (centre), and Newtownards 
(right) 


Thomas Clegg and Sons had acquired premises in Conway Square, Newtownards, in addition to 
those in Belfast, by the early 1860s. In that decade, the town was described as follows. 


NEWTOWN-ARDS, a par., post and markets town, in the bars. of Ards and Lower 
Castlereagh, co. Down, prov. of Ulster, Ireland. The par. is 7 miles long, and its greatest 
breadth is 3%. The soil is fertile, with a proportion of bog. The interior is traversed by the 
roads from Belfast to Grey-Abbey and to Donaghadee. ... 


... The town is situated at the head of Lough Strangford, on the road from Bangor to 
Downpatrick, 19 miles N. of Downpatrick, and 109 from Dublin. It is a station on the 
Belfast and County Down railway. The town consists of a large square, where stands the 
townhall, from which area diverge the several principal streets. The Marquis of Londonderry 
has done much towards the improvement of the place. It is well lighted and paved, and 
enjoys various advantages. The principal public buildings are the courthouse, market-house, 
dispensary, police station, the union poorhouse, a commercial bank, brewery, &c. 


... The North Down Militia have their headquarters here. The Newtown Ards Poor-law 
Union includes 16 electoral divisions in county Down. This locality has long been celebrated 
for the number of religious houses, traces of some of which are still discernable. Saturday is 
market day. Fairs are held on 23rd January, 14th May, and 23rd September. 


Gazetteer 1868 (extract) 
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Henry Clegg (born 1834 Walton-le-Dale), son of Thomas Clegg (1810), grandson of Henry Clegg 
(1788 — 1865)) had married Mary Holden (or Holding) in Walton-le-Dale in 1855. Their daughter 
Alice was born the same year, and son Thomas the following year, both in Lancashire. At the time 
of the 1861 census, Mary Clegg was living at 2 Bamber Bridge Square, Walton-le-Dale, with her 
sister-in-law Alice Clegg, who by then had married Joseph Connell. Mary’s daughter Alice was not 
with her, as she was living with her grandparents, Thomas and Esther Clegg. With Mary Clegg were 
her children Thomas, Priscilla, and Joseph E. (possibly Joseph Edward). Priscilla and Joseph E. 
were both said to have been born in Ireland, around 1858 and 1860 respectively. This is at the time 
that Henry Clegg was dividing his time between business interests in Ireland and Lancashire. I have 
not (yet) found birth records for either child. A Joseph Edward Clegg, son of Henry and Mary 
Clegg, was baptised in Blackburn, Lancashire, in 1861. As this child’s father was a Clogger, it 
seems likely that he was the same Joseph E. Clegg living with Mary Clegg when the census was 
taken. 


I believe that Joseph Edward Clegg died between 1861 and 1863 because Henry and Mary’s son 
Joseph was born in County Antrim in 1863. I have not found a death record for Joseph Edward 
Clegg or a birth record for Joseph Clegg, whether in Ireland or England. 


Daughter Mary Ann (or Mary Anne) was born in Newtownards in 1866. Her birth record confirms 
that her father Henry Clegg was a Clog Maker in Conway Square, Newtownards. 


The birth records of William Henry (1868), Frederick Charles (1870), and Margaret Eleanor (1873) 
give Henry Clegg’s occupation as Clog Maker and his residence as Square, Newtownards. 


Henry’s younger brother Thomas Clegg married Margaret Blythe in Newtownards in 1871. The 
marriage record identified Thomas as a Clog Maker, and his residence as Newtownards. His father 
was recorded as being Thomas Clegg, Clog Manufacturer. Thomas and Margaret Clegg had 
relocated to Belfast by 1874, as their first child Esther was born there in that year. 


In 1873, a Thomas Clegg was called as a witness in an assault case. (See Belfast News-Letter, 7" 
April 1873) The alleged assault was in Conway Square, Newtownards, where Thomas Clegg & 
Sons had premises, but it is not clear from the report which Thomas Clegg appeared as a witness. 
Thomas Clegg (senior) may have divided his time between business in Belfast and Newtownards, 
but his son Thomas (born 1851) appears to have assisted his older brother Henry in running the 
Newtownards operation before moving back to Belfast. 


The Newtownards Chronicle & Co. Down Observer of 24" October 1874 reported that Henry 
Clegg, clog-maker, Conway Square, was a signatory to a document presented to the Town 
Commissioners of Newtownards in respect of provision of accommodation for a market. 


Henry’s son Thomas Clegg (bom 1856 Bamber Bridge) married Annie Elliot Coote in 
Newtownards in 1882. The marriage record stated that both the groom and his father were Clog 


Makers, and that Thomas’ residence was Conway Square, Newtownards. 


Thomas and Annie Elliot Clegg’s first child, Mary Ann, was born in Newtownards in 1884. Her 
father was described as a Clog Maker, with a residence in Mary Street, Newtownards. 
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Henry and Mary Clegg’s daughter Mary Ann died in Newtownards in 1886. She was described as a 
Stitcher in Factory, and her residence was Square Newtownards. 


CLEGG-—March 3, at Conway Square, Newtownards, Mary Anne, the beloved daughter of 
Henry and Mary Clegg, aged twenty years. The remains of deceased will be removed for 
interment in Movilla burying-ground to-day (Saturday), at three o’clock. Friends will please 
accept of this intimation. 


Newtownards Chronicle & Co. Down Observer, 6" March 1886 


Joseph Thomas Clegg, son of Thomas and Annie Elliot, was born in Newtownards in 1887. His 
father was described in the birth record as a Clog Maker, with a residence in Mill Street, 
Newtownards. 


Henry Clegg continued making clogs in Newtownards, and advertised for suitable timber, but in 
smaller volumes than his father had sought in earlier decades. 


ROUND Timber. — Wanted, about 10 Tons of good clean Sally. Apply to Henry Clegg, Clog 
Manufacturer, Conway Square, Newtownards. 


Belfast Telegraph, 27" April 1888 


In 1889, Thomas and Annie Elliot Clegg’s next son, Frederick William, was born. Thomas was 
recorded as a Clog-maker with an address of Mary Street, Newtownards. 


Thomas’ brother Joseph Clegg married Susan Thompson in Belfast in 1891. He described himself 
as a Boot & Shoe Maker, with a residence of 11 Conway Square, Newtownards, but his father, 
Henry Clegg, was a Clog Manufacturer. The age of both bride and groom was recorded as “21”, 
which I assume in this context to mean “of full age”. The 1901 and 1911 censuses suggest that 
Susan was born in 1873 or 1875, which would means she had been about eighteen or as young as 
sixteen when she married Joseph Connell. However, the 1911 census also notes that Joseph and 
Sarah Connell had been married only eight years. This is probably incorrect, though I accept 
another explanation could be that Joseph’s first wife Susan died, and then he married another Susan 
of similar age and the same county of birth. 


John Clegg, the son of Thomas and Annie Elliot, was born in Newtownards in 1892. His father’s 
occupation was Clog Maker, and the family’s residence was in Lower Mary Street. 


The death of Mary Clegg in Newtownards was announced in 1894. She was described as Wife of a 
Clog Maker in her death record. Her death was registered by her son W. H. Clegg, who was present 
at the death. 


DEATHS 
CLEGG—July 19, at 9, Conway Square, Newtownards, Mary, dearly beloved wife of Henry 
Clegg. Her remains will be removed for interment in the family burying-ground, Movilla, 
to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon at four o’clock. Friends will please accept this intimation. 
HENRY CLEGG. 
Belfast News-Letter, 20" July 1894 
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Thomas and Annie Elliot Clegg’s next child, son Charles, was born in 1896. Thomas was a Clog 
Maker at Lower Mary Street, Newtownards. 


The only known child of Joseph and Susan Clegg, Henry Thompson, was born in Newtownards in 
1898. Joseph was described as a Clog Maker of Balfour Street, Newtownards. I assume that he 
worked in Newtownards after marrying Susan Thompson in Belfast in 1891, though there are no 
other records to confirm this. 


The following year, Thomas and Annie Elliot Clegg’s son Edward was born. Thomas was a Clog 
Maker, living in Mill Street, Newtownards. Edward Clegg died later in 1899. 


Joseph and Susan Clegg’s son Henry Thompson died in Newtownards in 1900. He was described as 
a Clog Maker’s Child, and his father lived at Balfour Street, Newtownards. 


Arthur Clegg, the last known child of Thomas and Annie Elliot, was born in 1900. Thomas Clegg’s 
occupation was recorded as being Clog Maker, and his residence was in Mill Street, Newtownards. 


Later that year, Thomas Clegg announced the death of his father in Newtownards. 


CLEGG-—November 16, at his residence, 9, Conway Square, Newtownards, Henry Clegg. 
The remains of my beloved father will be removed for interment in the family burying- 
ground, Morvilla, on Monday 19" inst., at twelve o’clock noon. Friends will please accept 
this (the only) intimation. 

THOMAS CLEGG 


Belfast News-Letter, 17" November 1900 


Henry Clegg’s death was registered by his son Thomas, of Mill Street, Newtownards. The death 
record described Henry as a Clog Maker aged 66 years. 


Probate of the Will of Henry Clegg, late of Conway Square, Newtownards, County Down, 
Wholesale Clog Manufacturer, was granted on 24" December 1900 to William Henry Clegg 
(Engineer), Frederick Charles Clegg (Solicitor’s Clerk), and Joseph Connell (Clog Manufacturer). 


I assume that William Henry Clegg was Henry’s son. In 1901 he married Sarah Jane Martin in 
Newtownards. They were living in Pottinger, County Down, at the time of the 1901 census. William 
Henry was recorded as being “Engine Fitter at Works Unemployed”. Ten years later they were still 
at Pottinger, and William Henry was an Engine Fitter at Works. 


Frederick Charles Clegg was probably Henry’s youngest son. He is identified in Freemasonry 
records as being a Law Clerk and Solicitor. He moved from Newtownards to Larne, County Antrim, 
in the early 1900s, and died there in 1932. 


It is likely that Joseph Connell, Clog Manufacturer, is the same Joseph Connell who was married to 


Henry Clegg’s sister Alice, and therefore was his brother-in-law. After leaving Belfast, he traded as 
a Clog Manufacturer in Lisburn. 
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Henry Clegg’s oldest son, Thomas, was a Master Clogger at 5 South Street, Newtownards, in 1901. 
His birthplace was recorded as Lancashire, England. With Thomas and Annie Elliot were children 
Mary Ann (16), Joseph Thomas (14), Frederick William (12), John (9), Charles (4), and the infant 
Arthur. Arthur Clegg died later in 1901. His father’s occupation was Clog Maker, and residence 
South Street, Newtownards. 


Thomas’ brother Joseph Clegg was also living in Newtownards in 1901, at Balfour Street. His 
recorded occupation was “Clogg Manufacturer”. In later years he moved to Lisburn. 


The sale of Henry Clegg’s former premises in Newtownards was advertised in 1902. 


TOWN OF NEWTOWNARDS. 
UNRESERVED SALE BY AUCTION 

OF VALUABLE FREEHOLD 

BUSINESS PREMISES 

AND BUILDING GROUND 
I have received instructions from the Executors of the late Mr. HENRY CLEGG to SELL 
BY PUBLIC AUCTION, IN ONE LOT, at THE AUCTION MART, 29, HIGH STREET, 
NEWTOWNARDS, on TUESDAY, 26th AUGUST, 1902, at TWELVE o'clock noon, 


LOT 1.—THOSE VALUABLE BUSINESS PREMISES and DWELLING-HOUSE, situate 
at 9, CONWAY SQUARE, NEWTOWNARDS, measuring in Front 18 feet, in the Rere [sic] 
18 feet, and extending from front to rere [sic] on both sides thereof 102 feet, be the same 
more or less, held under Fee Farm Grant from the Marquis of Londonderry, subject to the 
Yearly Rent of £0 17s. 7d. 


These Premises are Let at the clear 


Yearly Rent of ..............045 £30 00 
Deduct Head Rent ........... 0177 
Profit Rent .................. £2925 


LOT 2.—THAT PARCEL OF BUILDING GROUND, situate in SHUTTLEFIELD, 
NEWTOWNARDS, measuring in Front 40 feet, in the Rere [sic] 40 feet, and extending 
from front to rere [sic] 105 feet, be the same more or less, and comprised in said Identure of 
Fee-Farm Grant. 


I have received positive instructions from the Vendors to realize, 
T. C. G. MACKINTOSH, LLB., Solicitor, 
Newtownards. 
DAVID O'PREY, 


Auctioneer, Newtownards. 


North Down Herald and County Down Independent, 22" August 1902 (also Belfast 
Telegraph, 25" August 1902) 


Why Thomas Clegg did not inherit Henry Clegg’s Newtownards premises for clog making is not 


clear. He did continue in the trade, and in the 1911 census is recorded as being a Clogmaker at 6 
Farnham Street, Cromac, Antrim. 
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Thomas Clegg’s daughter Mary Ann died in Belfast in 1916. She was said to be a Stitcher, aged 31, 
living at 19 Essex Street, and her death was registered by her brother Fred W. Clegg. Mary Ann’s 
death was announced as follows. 


CLEGG — Mary 13, 1916, at her mother’s residence, 19 Essex Street, Mary Ann, dearly- 
beloved daughter of Thomas and Annie Clegg. 


Belfast Weekly Telegraph, 20" May 1916 


Thomas Clegg died later in 1916 aged about sixty, and was buried in the family grave 
Newtownards. He was the last of the Clegg family from Lancashire to make clogs in Ireland. I have 
not found his death record, so I am not certain where he was living at the time of his death. 


Thomas’ widow Annie Elliot died in Belfast in 1920. She was described as “Widow of Thomas 
Clegg, a Boot Manufacturer”, and her address was 19 Essex Street. Her son Fred W. Clegg 
registered her death. 


As Mary Ann Clegg and Annie Elliott Clegg were resident at 19 Essex Street, Belfast, when they 
died, it seems possible that it was his address up to his death in 1916. On the other hand, that 
property was described as Mary Ann Clegg’s mother’s residence, rather than the family residence, 
which could imply that Thomas was living elsewhere in 1916. 


Unfortunately Thomas Clegg is not listed in “Kelly’s Directory of Leather Trades in Ireland 1915”. 
The directory listed business proprietors rather than employees. If he was working as a clog maker 
in Belfast in the 1910s, it is possible that he was doing so for Birney’s, Limited, a company which 
claimed to be the only clog manufacturer in Belfast at that time. 
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Map of Newtownards, 1866 
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Barrow-in-Furness and Dalton-in-Furness 


Map of Barrow-in-Furness and Dalton-in-Furness c1890s 


Jonathan Harrison (born Kirkham 1840, son of Susanna Clegg, grandson of Jonathan Clegg (1790 - 
1879)) moved from Kirkham to Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire, in the mid-1860s. His son Jonathan 
was born there in 1866, as was Susannah in 1868. 


Around the time the Harrisons moved to Barrow-in-Furness, the town was described as follows. 


BARROW-IN-FURNESS is a seaport and rapidly improving town, municipal borough, and 
ecclesiastical district in the Hawcoat division of the parish of Dalton, hundred of Lonsdale 
north of the Sands, Carlisle diocese, and the poor-law union and county court district of 
Ulverston. From London it is distant 266 miles; from Lancaster 35 miles, and 9 s. of 
Ulverston. That portion of Lancashire which is cut off from the rest of the county by 
Morecambe bay has seen a variety of fortunes as regards its chief town. When Furness 
Abbey flourished, Dalton was the district metropolis. After the dissolution of the monastery 
fortune favoured Ulverston. Latterly, on the south side of the bay, Morecambe has sprung 
into some importance as a watering place and port for the West Riding and NorthLancashire. 
But now assuredly Barrow will distance all, since the wonderfully rich iron mines in its 
neighbourhood have been developed, and the Furness Railway Company has identified itself 
with the prosperity of the place. From its excellent harbour, it is rapidly gaining importance 
and is increasing at a speed which, with the exception of Middlesboro in Yorkshire, is 
perhaps without another parallel in Britain. In 1847 it was a small insignificant village of 
about 300 inhabitants; in 1857, the population was over 2,000, but now, 1868, it 
approaches15,000 persons. The town which has received a charter of incorporation, is well 
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laid out in streets on a fixed plan, and when all are paved, will prove a model for other 
places. The streets are wide and as a rule run from north to south and east to west. ... 


Lancashire directory 1869 (extract) 


A Lancashire directory of 1869 listed Jonathan Harrison as a Clog & Patten Maker at McClintock 
Street, Barrow-in-Furness. 


Map of Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire, 1873 


The Harrison family’s stay in Barrow-in-Furness was just a few years, because by 1870 Jonathan 
Harrison was listed at Cleator Street, Dalton-in-Furness in an electoral register. His property was a 
freehold house and shop. 


Dalton-in-Furness was described as follows around that time. 


DALTON-IN-FURNESS is a small town in the parish of Dalton-in-Furness and hundred of 
Lonsdale, north of the sands, 27 miles N.W. by W. from Lancaster, and 5 S.W. from 
Ulverston; pleasantly situated on the acclivity of a gradual eminence, and consists 
principally of one street, at the western extremity of which is a spacious market place, where 
an ancient square tower overlooks the town. ... 


... Here is a station on the Furness line of railway. An excellent hotel and refreshment rooms 
adjoin the railway station, the grounds of which have been laid out for the recreation of 
visitors, the situation being salubrious and secluded. Malting is carried on extensively in 
Dalton, and there is a good brewery. Near the town are prolific mines of iron ore. 


Lancashire directory 1869 (extract) 
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The census of 1871 recorded Jonathan Harrison as being a Clogger (Master) in Dalton-in-Furness, 
and daughter Mary was born there in the same year. Also living with the Harrisons at that time were 
Jonathan’s father Robert, who had moved from Kirkham, and Henry Jackson, aged 14 years, a 
Clogger (Apprentice). 


Henry was the son of Cumbrian William Jackson and Lancastrian Mary Sprout (or Sprought, in 
some records). They married in Dalton-in-Furness in 1856, but moved to Millom in Cumberland, 
where Henry was born in 1857 and brother William in 1859. They had returned to Dalton-in- 
Furness by the time of the 1861 census. William Jackson died in the mid-1860s, and Mary married 
again, to Edward Deason in 1866. The Deasons were living in Marton in 1871, Edward being an 
Iron Miner. His stepson Henry was living with the Harrisons, and his birthplace was recorded 
incorrectly in the census as Dalton, Lancashire. 


In 1875, Jonathan Harrison sought approval for the erection of a cottage in Hall Street, Dalton-in- 
Furmess, which adjoins Cleator Street. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE 
The following report of this committee was read : 
“To the Dalton-in-Furness Local Board.—Gentlemen,—As no building committee has met 
during the past month I have to ask you to pass the following plans for new buildings, so 
that no delay shall arise in allowing those that have deposited the plans proceeding with their 
intended work. ... 3. Plan for one cottage, to be erected in Hall-street, Dalton, for Mr. 
Jonathan Harrison. Approved. ... 


Ulverston Mirror and Furness Reflector, 6" March 1875 (extract) 


Later that year, Harrison took legal action against his former apprentice, Henry Jackson, but was 
unsuccessful. (The case was reported in Ulverston newspapers, but these reports are clearly in 
respect of Jonathan Harrison of Dalton-in-Furness.) 


MASTER AND SERVANT ACT. 


Henry Jackson, a deaf and dumb lad, was charged by Jonathan Harrison, clogger, with 
absenting himself from the service of the latter, he being his apprentice. Complainant 
claimed £5 as compensation for non-performance of contract. Mr. Postlethwaite defended, 
and said the lad had been indentured for seven years, and had left at the expiration of that 
term. The indenture stated eight years, but it appeared to have been tampered with—The 
case was dismissed. 


Ulverston Mirror and Furness Reflector, 9" October 1875 


The second report implied that Jonathan Harrison had amended the indenture from seven to eight 
years, which suggests that he deserved to lose the case. His former apprentice was described in both 
reports as being deaf and dumb. Henry Jackson would have been eighteen years old at the time of 
this court case. As he had served seven years of his apprenticeship, the implication is that he was 
only eleven when he first became an apprentice clogger in 1868. He should have been twelve, but 
perhaps his age was overstated at the start of his term as an apprentice. 
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MASTER AND SERVANT 


Jonathan Harrison, clogger, charged his late apprentice, Henry Jackson, with absenting 
himself from his employment, on the 4th inst. 


Mr. Postlethwaite, who appeared for defendant, took objection to the information. It was laid 
under the Master and Servants Act, 1867, which had been repealed by an Act passed last 
session. He contended that his client was bound for seven years, and had served his full 
time, and there reason to suspect that the indenture had been altered from seven to eight 
years. 


Defendant [sic?] denied that the indenture had been altered. The lad was deaf and dumb, and 
was bound for eight years—from 12 to 20. 


The information was dismissed. 

Soulby’s Ulverston Advertiser and General Intelligencer, 14" October 1875 
Jonathan Harrison’s last child, Joseph Clegg Harrison, was born in Dalton-in-Furness in 1876. 
Harrison was again listed at Cleator Street in the electoral register of 1880, the property being a 


freehold house and shop. His address in 1881 was 1 Cleator Street, and his occupation was Clogger. 
Son Jonathan, aged fifteen, was also a Clogger at the same address. 
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Map of Dalton-in-Furness, Lancashire, 1889 


Also listed in the 1881 census, Harrison’s former apprentice Henry Jackson was living with his 
mother and stepfather at 12 Wellington Street, Dalton-in-Furness. His birthplace was again recorded 
incorrectly as Dalton, Lancashire; his age was 24 years; his occupation was Clogger; and the census 
enumerator noted that he was “Deaf & Dumb”. Bearing in mind his disability, he could only have 
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traded as a self employed clog maker with assistance. The likelihood is that Henry was now 
working for another clog maker, and there were several in Dalton-in-Furness in 1881. Two years 
later, the death of a Henry Jackson, age 26 years. was registered in Ulverston, Lancashire. 


Thomas Clegg (born 1851 in Cuerden or Preston, son of Thomas Clegg (1810 — 1881), and 
grandson of Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865)) moved from Ireland to Barrow-in-Furness around 1880. 
The birth of his son Thomas was registered in Barrow-in-Furmess in that year. In the census of 1881, 
he was recorded at 63 Sutherland Street, Barrow-in-Furness, and he was a Clogger. The household 
consisted of Thomas, his wife Margaret (Blythe), daughter Esther (born 1874, Belfast, Ireland), and 
sons William Blythe (1876 Belfast), Robert Blythe (1878 Belfast), and Thomas (1880 Barrow-in- 
Furmess). Two more sons were born in Barrow-in-Furness in the following years: Henry in 1883 and 
Joseph in 1885. 
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Map of Barrow-in-Furness, 1890, showing Sutherland Street off Greengate Street 


Jonathan Harrison’s daughter Frances married in 1885. Her marriage certificate gave her residence 
as “Dalton”, but stated that her father was a Clogger. The electoral register of the same year again 
gave his abode as Cleator Street, Dalton, a freehold house and shop. 


In the following year, Jonathan Harrison advertised the sale of a house and shop, which seemed to 
be on the corner of Cleator Street and Hall Street, Dalton-in-Furness. 


TO BE LET OR SOLD—HOUSE AND SHOP situated in Hall-street and Cleator-street, 
Dalton, 20 feet frontage, suitable for pawnbroker, or any other business. Good shop, big 
kitchen, scullery, cellar (under shop), sitting room, three bedrooms, attic, etc—Apply on 
premises to owner, JONATHAN HARRISON, Clogger. 


Barrow Herald and Furness Advertiser, 29"" May 1886 
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In 1889, the death of Thomas Clegg was announced in the Barrow Herald and Furness Advertiser. 
CLEGG.—On the 5th inst., at Barrow, Thomas Clegg, clogger, aged 38 years. 
Barrow Herald and Furness Advertiser, 8 October 1889 and 12" October 1889 


Thomas Clegg worked as a Clogger in Barrow-in-Furness for about ten years, following his time 
working in his father’s business in Ireland, discussed in a separate chapter. As far as I have been 
able to determine, none of Clegg’s sons became clog makers after his death. 


The electoral register of 1889 again recorded Jonathan Harrison’s place of abode as being “Cleator 
street Dalton in Furness”, but the 1891 census specified 3 Cleator Street. This implies a change of 
address, though sometimes properties are renumbered. His occupation was Clogger. By this time his 
son Jonathan was no longer a Clogger, his occupation in 1891 being recorded as Iron Miner. 


Some members of Jonathan Harrison’s family continued living in the Furness area of Lancashire. 
Daughter Frances, a Biggins from 1885, was recorded in Dalton-in-Furness in 1891, 1901, 1911, 
and 1939. Susannah, also a Biggins after 1890, lived in Dalton in 1891, but had moved to Ashton- 
under-Lyne, Lancashire by 1901. 


Jonathan Harrison returned to the Kirkham area at some point during the 1890s, and his story is 
continued in the chapter about that town. Daughter Mary probably moved with him, as her marriage 
to George McKnight was registered in the Fylde district in 1897. Mary and George McKnight’s first 
son was born in Blackpool in 1898, but they soon moved to Carlisle, Cumberland. Their next son 
was born there in 1899, as were the subsequent children. 
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At some point during the 1850s, Jonathan Clegg (born 1790 Walton-le-Dale, son of Thomas Clegg) 
moved from Kirkham to Great Eccleston, Lancashire. The reason for the move is not clear, and the 
following description of the village leads me to think that most potential customers at that time 
might have been agricultural workers. 


ECCLESTON, GREAT, a township, in the parish of ST. MICHAEL UPON WYRE, union 
Of GARSTANG, hundred of AMOUNDERNESS, N. division of the county of 
LANCASTER, 7 miles (S. W.) from Garstang; containing 661 inhabitants. This township is 
probably the Eglestun of Domesday book. ... The township comprises 1412 acres, and is 
elevated land, of which the sub-soil is chiefly clay, gravel, and marl; the river Wyre flows on 
the north, and the scenery, embracing its course, is pleasing and picturesque. Fairs are held 
on April 14th, Trinity-Monday, and Nov. 4th. ... The church, dedicated to St. Ann, stands on 
Copp Hill; it was built in 1723, and has a square tower, added in 1823. There are a place of 
worship for Wesleyans, and a Roman Catholic chapel. A school, called "Copp school," is 
endowed with about £35 per annum, and another at Low Heads with £5 per annum. 
Goldfinches are snared here in great numbers, by persons sent from great towns. 


Topographical Dictionary 1859 (extract) 


_ aed | 4 
, 1%, + . 4 
Set lk) os wat 
wal | 22 eee Oe . 
. tS : , 
— . % ‘ 
5 Sg eens PUP 
an Ate " Sag Wotan ape ak 
Puch st 4 
‘ yy K+. <3 


Map of Great Eccleston, Lancashire, 1844 


It is possible that Jonathan Clegg moved to Great Eccleston with his son Richard (born around 1827 


in Kirkham). The death of Richard Clegg was registered in nearby Garstang in 1858. 


Jonathan Clegg was listed as a Patten & Clog Maker at Great Eccleston, Garstang, in a Lancashire 
directory of 1858. He was still there in 1861, aged 70 years, and his occupation was Clogger 


Shoemaker. During the 1860s he moved to Lytham, before eventually returning to Kirkham. 
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The first member of the extended Clegg family to work in Lytham, Lancashire, was Jonathan 
Harrison (born Kirkham 1840, son of Susanna Clegg, and grandson of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 
1879)). When he married Mary Fielding in Kirkham in 1860, he gave his address as Clifton Street, 
Lytham, and his occupation was Clogger. The marriage was reported as follows. 


On the 9th inst., at the Independent Chapel, Kirkham, by the Rev. Gabriel Croft, Mr. 
Jonathan Harrison, clogger, Lytham, to Miss Mary Fielding, of Kirkham. 


Preston Chronicle, 18" February 1860 


That Lytham had clog makers in the nineteenth century is perhaps surprising, bearing in mind the 
character of the place in the twenty-first century. This directory entry explains the nature of the 
town as it was in the late 1860s. 


LYTHAM is a parish, in the hundred of Amounderness, Fylde Union; acreage, 5,240. The 
market town, a thriving and pleasant watering place, is 12 miles W. from Preston, 8 N.E. 
from Southport (across the sands), and 6 S.S.W. from Kirkham. The entire parish belongs to 
Colonel John Talbot Clifton, of Lytham Hall. Situated on the western coast of Lancashire, 
and on the northern shore of the estuary of the Ribble, it is resorted to, in the season for sea- 
bathing, by many respectable families, for whose accommodation cheerful lodging-houses 
have been erected on the beach; at one of the latter are hot and cold baths. In the town are 
six excellent hotels, namely, the Clifton Arms, the Neptune, the Railway Hotel, the Market 
Hotel, the Ship or Royal Hotel, and the Talbot. Many improvements have been effected in 
the town within a few years, by the removal of old buildings and the erection of new ones, 
levelling the beach, and forming a good public walk, nearly two miles long, from which a 
fine view of the scenery on the southern side of the estuary is commanded. A neat and 
substantial market house was erected in 1848 on the western side of the Market place, 
adapted for the sale of butchers' meat, fish, fruits, vegetables, and fancy articles ; the town is 
also well lighted with gas. A branch of the Preston and Wyre Railway, opened to Lytham in 
1846, effects a communication with various other lines; and in 1863 a line was opened from 
Blackpool to this place, called the Coast line, and which will in a few years be opened to 
Fleetwood and Preston. About a mile eastward of the town is Lytham Dock, and at the 
northern extremity is a graving dock, where vessels are built and repaired. A new iron pier 
has been constructed on the west beach; it is 900 feet long, and proves of great utility both 
for steamers and as a promenade. A life boat is stationed on the east beach. 


Lancashire directory 1869 


Jonathan and Mary Harrison settled in Kirkham after the wedding. Their son Robert was born there 
in 1861, and the Harrisons were living in Kirkham at the time of the 1861 census. 


Jonathan Clegg (born Walton-le-Dale 1790, son of Thomas Clegg) moved from Great Eccleston to 
Lytham during the 1860s. He was Jonathan Harrison’s grandfather. 


A Lancashire directory of 1869 listed Jonathan Clegg as a Clog and Patten Maker at 40 Westby 
Street, Lytham. He was at the same address at the time of the 1871 census. At that time he was 80 
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years old. His place of birth was recorded as being Walton-le-Dale, Lancashire, and his occupation 
was Clogger. 


Jonathan Clegg also had assistance from Richard Greenwood, a Clog Sole Maker aged 20 years, 
born in Manchester, Lancashire. Richard Greenwood was born in 1850, and was the son of Rachel 
Clegg, and grandson of Jonathan Clegg, his employer. Richard married Alice Latus later in 1871, 
and they settled in Manchester rather than Lytham. 


The death of Jonathan Clegg was registered in the Fylde district in 1879. He was buried in Kirkham 
on 16" April. The parish record identified his abode as being Kirkham and his age 90 years, though 
he was probably a couple of years younger. He had returned to Kirkham from Lytham during the 
1870s, possibly as soon as his assistant Richard Greenwood moved to Manchester. 


In 1881, Lytham still had a Clogger, Moses Cookson, from Kirkham, and his Apprentice Clogger 
Thomas Hornby, also from Kirkham. By 1895 Moses Cookson was listed in a Lancashire Directory 
as a Boot & Shoe Maker rather than a Clogger, though it is possible he would have made clogs if 
there was still local demand. On the other hand, it is possible that demand for clogs in Lytham had 
declined to the point that a local clog maker was no longer needed. Any demand could have been 
met by clog makers in Blackpool or other Fylde towns. 


Map of Lytham, Lancashire, 1891 


In the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, the likelihood is that traditional clogs have 
been seen in Lytham only on the feet of North West Morris Dancers performing in the town. There 
are teams of dancers based in towns of the Fylde, specifically the Fylde Coast Cloggers and 
Singleton Cloggers, but pleasant towns such as Lytham are also popular destinations for visiting 
dancers. The photograph on the following page is of a team of clog-wearing Morris dancers from 
Lancashire who like to perform in Lytham. 
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Royal Preston Morris Dancers in Lytham, 2018 
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Thomas Clegg (born 1854 Kirkham, son of William Clegg (1831 — 1907), and grandson of Jonathan 
Clegg (1790 — 1879) moved to Blackpool, Lancashire, in the late 1870s. Before relocating he had 
been living in Halifax, Yorkshire. He married Elizabeth Spencer in Halifax in 1876. His abode was 
recorded as “Halifax”, and he was a Clogger. Thomas and Elizabeth’s first child, Ethel Spencer 
Clegg, was born in Halifax in the year they married, but their next child, Lilly, was born in 
Blackpool in 1879. 


A few years before Thomas Clegg moved to Blackpool, a Lancashire directory gave this description 
of Blackpool. 


BLACKPOOL is a chapelry, in the parish of Bispham, township of Layton-with-Warbreck, 
and hundred of Amounderness, the town, which is of comparatively modern date, is 25 miles 
s.w. by w. from Lancaster, and 4 s.w. by w. from Poulton; situated on a range of cliffs which, 
rising gradually from the south to various heights, present a west front to the Irish sea. 
Blackpool, anciently written Blackpoole, or Blackpul has, of late years become a celebrated 
summer resort, and its meadows on the banks of the 'Pul,' on which its houses are erected, 
populous and important. The place derives its name from a peaty-coloured stream, once a 
pool, near to Fox Hall ... 


... Accommodation for the visitor to Blackpool is provided by numerous hotels, suitable for 
all classes. At their several stands may be hired various vehicles, horses, &c., pleasure boats 
and bathing machines; while the promenades are not surpassed by those of any other 
watering place. ... 


... Formerly an expensive and difficult access to Blackpool, conjointly with a dearth of 
necessary accommodations, operated greatly against its welfare, but since the opening (in 
1846) of a branch railway to the Wyre and Preston line, the laying out streets and walks, the 
erection of handsome houses and shops on every side, the establishment of elegant hotels, 
and billiard, news and coffee rooms, lounges, bazaars, &c.the building of two market 
places and the opening and enlargement of places of worship bespeak the rising importance 
of the town, and the anxiety of the inhabitants to render the sojourn of their visitors pleasant 
and comfortable. Gas works were erected in 1850 at South-beach, and the town was first 
lighted with gas February 17th, 1851. The town is now well supplied with water by the 
Fylde Waterworks Co. opened in 1864. ... 


Lancashire directory 1869 (extract) 
Blackpool was developing as a holiday destination, but there was a demand for clogs from some 
local residents, if not from visitors. Holidaymakers tended to leave their clogs at home for the 
duration of their holiday, opting for shoes and their best clothes while enjoying the sea air. 
Thomas and Elizabeth Clegg’s next son, William Henry, was born in Blackpool in 1881. In that 
year’s Census, the Cleggs were recorded as living at 118 Lytham Road, South Shore, Blackpool, 
and Thomas was a Clogger. 


Daughters Laura Gertrude and Muriel were born in Blackpool in 1882 and 1885 respectively. 
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In January 1886, the Blackpool Gazette & Herald reported the alleged theft of several pairs of boots 
from Thomas Clegg’s Foxhall Road premises. 


AN ALLEGED CHARGE OF FELONY .—At the Blackpool Police Court on Monday 

last, before R. Handley, Esq., Daniel Reddey (16), John White (17), John Henry Pollard 
(18), and William Thomas Heaton (18)—youths who have been previously convicted—were 
charged with the theft of several pairs of boots——J. Smithson was the first witness called, 
and stated that he was a shoe maker and lived at 7, Caroline-street. Blackpool, but worked 
for Thomas Clegg, Foxhall-road. A little after three o'clock on the 6th inst., one of the youths 
came into the shop for a halfpennyworth of tacks. On one of the other prisoners leaving the 
shop, his suspicions were aroused by seeing that he had a bag on his back. He called him 
back, and on examining it he ascertained that it contained boots, and the pair of slippers now 
produced. On giving up the bag the prisoner ran away, and Reddy followed him. The boots 
were his master's property, and were valued at 26s. 6d.—Henry Marvel, an apprentice to Mr. 
Clegg, corroborated the last witness's statement.—P.C. Coates stated that on Wednesday, the 
6th inst., about two o'clock, he saw the prisoner proceeding towards Foxhall-road, in the 
direction of Clegg's shop. The prisoner, White, at the time mentioned, had a bag under his 
arm, similar to the one produced, but which apparently contained nothing.—Edward Billing 
gave evidence as to seeing the prisoner about the shop.—Thomas Clegg identified the boots 
as being his property, and said they were worth 26s. 6d.—P.S. Pattinson, stationed at 
Fleetwood, said he apprehended the prisoners on Thursday night, the 7th inst., about 12 
o'clock, in a lodging-house at Fleetwood, kept by William McCall. He charged them with 
stealing three pairs of boots, the property of Thomas Clegg, Foxhall-road, Blackpool, on the 
6th January, to which they all replied, "I have nothing at all to do with it."—The four 
prisoners, with the exception of Reddy, were then charged with another theft of boots on the 
24th December last, and from the same shop. —Thomas Clegg was again called, and said 
that about the 24th of December last, he missed two other pair of boots and a pair of clogs, 
which he identified as being those produced. Pollard admitted having taken one pair of the 
boots and clogs, while Heaton remarked that he had bought the other pair—Robert Douglas 
was subsequently called, and said he was a draper, living at 9, Church-street, Fleetwood. On 
the 7th inst. he had a dark pair of tweed trousers hanging outside his shop, and on going out, 
for the purpose of taking them in, he found that they had disappeared. He afterwards gave 
information to the police. The trousers now produced were his property, and were worth 8s. 
6d.—All the prisoners contended that they had seen nothing of the trousers.—P. S. Baines, 
stated that he found the trousers at the lodging-house kept by McCall, where the prisoners 
had been staying.—In answer to Mr. Handley, the last witness said there were several 
lodging in the house at the time.—On being charged with the offence, Reddy replied that he 
went for the taching end's [sic], but nothing else. Pollard stated that he went into Clegg's 
shop behind Reddy, and stole the three pair of boots, valued at 26s. 6d. Heaton and White 
had nothing whatever to do with it. He also stole another pair of boots, and the clogs. Heaton 
and White both stated that they left the other two at South Shore, and went to the rabbit 
coursing at Raikes Hall. White further stated that he bought the clogs of Pollard for 1s. 6d.— 
Mr. Handley considered there was sufficient evidence to commit all the prisoners for trial, 
and they would therefore be detained in prison to await their trial at Lancaster on the 21st 

January. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 15" January 1886 
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The conclusion of the case was reported later that same month. 


LOCAL CASE AT THE LANCASTER ASSIZES. 

—At these assizes on Friday last, before Mr Justice Day, Daniel Reddy, 16, hawker, John 
White, 18, labourer, John Henry Pollard, 18, labourer, and William Thomas Heaton, 17, 
labourer, were charged with stealing at Layton-with-Warbrick, on the 6th of January, six 
boots, the property of Thomas Clegg. There was a second indictment against Heaton, 
Pollard, and White, for stealing four boots and two clogs, on the 24th of December last, the 
property of Thomas Clegg. Pollard pleaded guilty to both charges. With regard to the first 
charge, prisoners had been seen together about the shop of prosecutor at the South end of 
Blackpool. One went in and asked for a penny-worth of tacks, and another for a halfpenny- 
worth of "tatching" ends. Whilst they were in the back shop a third prisoner was seen 
leaving the shop with a bag, and, upon one of the workmen going after him, three pairs of 
boots were seen in it. As soon as the discovery had been made, prisoners ran away, and were 
afterwards apprehended at Fleetwood.—Prisoners were all found guilty. Reddy was 
sentenced to one month's imprisonment, and the other prisoners to four month's [sic] each. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 29" January 1886 


In 1887, son John Herbert Birtwistle Clegg was born in Blackpool, as was David Alexander Clegg 
the following year. 


The electoral register of 1889 showed that Thomas Clegg had a dwelling house at Lytham Road, 
South Shore, Blackpool. 
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Map of Lytham Road, Blackpool, 1910 


By 1891 the Cleggs had moved to 82 Lytham Road, South Shore, Blackpool. Thomas Clegg’s 
occupation was recorded as Boot Maker, which implies that supplying customers with boots had 
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become more important than offering clogs for sale. Thomas was recorded at the same address in 
the electoral register of 1894. 


The last child of Thomas and Elizabeth Clegg, daughter Beatrice Agnes, was born in Blackpool in 
1894. The town was described as follows in a Lancashire directory of 1895. Thomas Clegg was 
listed as a Boot & Shoe Maker at 82 Lytham Road in that directory. 


BLACKPOOL is a flourishing watering place, municipal borough and the head of a county 
court district; it has been separated from the mother parish of Bispham for ecclesiastical 
purposes; and is 8% miles south from Fleetwood, 18 north-west from Preston, 32 north-by- 
west from Southport, 4834 northwest-by-west from Manchester, 46 north from Liverpool, 
235 from London (all railway distances) and 26 by road southwest from Lancaster, with 
three stations on the branches of the Lancashire and Yorkshire and London and North 
Western (Joint) railways from Poulton and Kirkham, in the township of Layton-with- 
Warbreck, Blackpool division of the county, petty sessional division of Kirkham, hundred of 
Amounderness, Fylde union, rural deanery of the Fylde, archdeaconry of Lancaster and 
diocese of Manchester. ... 


Lancashire directory 1895 (extract) 


By the late nineteenth century, Blackpool was booming, and Thomas Clegg’s business also 
expanded. He was listed at three Blackpool addresses in the electoral register of 1900: 119 Egerton 
Road, a tenement; 67 and 69 Caunce Street, dwelling-house successive; and 186 Central Drive, a 
dwelling house. 
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Map of Egerton Road area, Blackpool, 1910 


In the census of 1901, the Cleggs were recorded as living at 67 and 69 Caunce Street, Blackpool. 
Thomas Clegg gave his occupation as Clogger, and his son William Henry, by then 20 years old, 
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was a Bootmaker. The fact that Thomas was recorded as being a Clogger suggests that demand for 
clogs in Blackpool did continue into the twentieth century. 
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Map of Caunce Street area, Blackpool, 1910 


A Lancashire directory of 1905 listed Thomas Clegg as being a Boot & Shoe Maker & Dealer, with 
premises at 67 Caunce Street, 119 Egerton Road, and 53 New Road, Blackpool. The electoral 
register for the same year also gave his address as 67 and 69 Caunce Street, Blackpool. 


Just a few years later, newspaper reports about the theft of shoes from Thomas Clegg’s shop 
identified new premises at 70 Raikes Road, Blackpool. 


A NURSE GIRL'S THEFT. 


TROUBLE WITH AN ADOPTED CHILD. 


At the Blackpool Children's Court, on Wednesday, May Smith, 14, was charged with 
stealing two pairs of shoes, the previous evening, from the shop of Thomas Clegg, in Raikes 
road. 


The Chief Constable said that about nine o'clock the girl went into the shop and asked to be 
shown some shoes. She told him she was wearing purple stockings, and asked if brown 
shoes would go with them. He told her they would not, and advised her to have black. She 
said she wanted a better pair, and, promising to return in the morning, she left the shop. Mr. 
Clegg noticed that she was carrying something bulky, and following her, found that she had 
a pair of boots and another pair in her umbrella, both of which had been taken from his 
shop. He took her to the police station and gave her into custody. 
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Thomas Clegg gave corroborative evidence, and said he noticed as she passed outside the 
shop that, she had something bulky and he followed her. He asked if she had any boots 
under her cloak, and she admitted that she had and that she was taking them home to look at. 


On the way to the police station her umbrella blew open, and he noticed the second pair in 
the umbrella. 


Miss Hazeldine of Lytham, said that girl had been adopted by her for eight years. but owing 
to her staying out late night, she we sent to be under the care of Miss Hudson at the 
Blackpool Res[cue] Home, from whence she got situation as a nurse girls [sic] the previous 
Friday. She was sent out on Monday evening to post letters, and then went to Clegg's shop. 


Miss Hudson said the girl did really well during the three weeks she was at the Home, and 
there were no signs of dishonesty daring that period. 


After defendant had admitted the offence Miss Hazeldine asked the Bench to give defendant 


another trial, as she had not been addicted to stealing things. She had no friends or relations, 
and she had been a good girl up to that time. 


The Bench bound defendant over for six months as a probationer under Miss Hudson, the 
probation officer. 


Fleetwood Express, 31° July 1909 


The report in the Blackpool Gazette & Herald on 30" July 1909 gave Thomas Clegg’s address as 
“70, Raikes-road”, and described the defendant as May Hazeldine. 
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Map of Raikes Road, Blackpool, 1910 
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There was another theft from Clegg’s Raikes Road premises later in 1909. 


BLACKPOOL THIEF CHASED. 
Robert Carner Richardson, was charged at Blackpool this morning with stealing a pair of 
boots from Clegg’s shop door in Raikes-road. He was seen to take the boots, and a 
shoemaker giving chase, he was caught.—Richardson pleaded guilty and was sent to hard 
labour for 14 days. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 5" October 1909 


The Blackpool press reported a different name for the thief, but I have not attempted to confirm 
which newspaper was correct in its reporting. 


SHOP DOOR THEFT. 


Army Reservist's Sudden Impulse. 
Albert Carver Richardson, a respectable looking man, was charged at the Blackpool Police 
Court, on Tuesday, with stealing a pair of boots from a rail outside Mr. John Clegg's shop, 
70, Raikes-road. 


A young lady assistant spoke to putting the boots on the rail and subsequently missing them. 
The boots were worth 5s. 6d. 


A shoe maker employed by Mr. Clegg said he was working in the cellar when prisoner came 
and stood near the rail on which were the boots. He took a boot in each hand, broke the 


string, and made off. Witness followed and gave him into custody. 


Detective Jones spoke to apprehending prisoner, who, he said, was under the influence of 
drink. When charged with the offence he said "Yes, sir." 


Prisoner admitted the theft, and said it was a sudden impulse that made him take the boots. 
He was partly drunk. He had been in the army, and had a good character. He was in the 
Army Reserve, and had to serve until March 12th next. 
The Bench sent Richardson to prison for 14 days' hard labour. 
Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 8" October 1909 
In the following year, Thomas Clegg advertised the availability of residential accommodation to let 
at the Boot Shop, 186 Central Drive, Blackpool. It is possible that previously a family member or 


employee had been living over the shop, but the accommodation was no longer required. 


BLACKPOOL.—To be Let, two Furnished Bed and one Sitting-room; free use of kitchen; 
terms low.—Apply 186, Central Drive, Clegg, Boot Shop. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 26" May 1910 
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Map of Central Drive, Blackpool, 1930 


The electoral register of 1910 listed Thomas Clegg at 70 Raikes Drive, and his son William Henry 
Clegg at 71 & 73 Caunce Street, Blackpool. William Henry Clegg seems not to be listed in the 
census of 1911, and it is not clear whether he had emigrated or died. 


The Cleggs who were recorded in the 1911 census included Thomas Clegg, a Boot Dealer, and 
David [Alexander], a Boot Repairer, both at 70 Raikes Road, Blackpool; and John [Herbert 
Birtwistle], a Boot and Clog Repairer, at 21 Jackson Street, Layton, Blackpool. The latter had 
married Leah Jane Worthington earlier in 1911. 
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Map of Jackson Street, Layton, Blackpool, 1910 


A directory of 1913 listed T. Clegg as being a Boot and Shoe Maker at 55 New Road, Blackpool, 
and Clegg’s Boot Stores were at 70 Raikes Road, Blackpool. 


The marriage of David Alexander Clegg to Annie Sharkett was reported in the Blackpool Gazette & 
Herald during 1913. 
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SALVATION ARMY WEDDING 


Interesting Ceremony at Blackpool. 
A wedding in which much interest was shown was solemnised at the Salvation Army 
Citadel, Coronation-street, Blackpool, on Wednesday afternoon. The bridegroom is a 
member of a well known local Salvation Army family, his father having been secretary and 
treasurer, and held other offices in the Blackpool corps, while the groom himself is a popular 
cornet player in the band. 


The bridegroom was Mr. David Alexander Clegg, youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Clegg, of 
70, Raikes-road. Blackpool, and the bride was Miss Annie Sharkett, formerly of Manchester, 
and manageress of Mr. Clegg's boot and shoe shop in Central-drive. Both were well known 
and popular members of the Blackpool corps, and a large congregation assembled to wish 
the young couple every happiness. 


Blackpool Gazette & Herald, 10" October 1913 


Thomas Clegg was again listed at 70 Raikes Road in the electoral register of 1914. In the following 
year, his son John Herbert Birtwistle Clegg enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps at the age of 
twenty seven. His address at the time was 16 Broughton Avenue, Blackpool. 


There was another theft from the Cleggs’ premises, in 1915, but the shop’s address was not 
reported. 


BELGIAN BOY. 
BOUND OVER AT BLACKPOOL. 


A Belgian boy, named Frans Van Casteren, was charged at the Blackpool Juvenile Court, on 
Wednesday, with stealing a pair of boots, value 8s. 1d., the property of Thomas Clegg, on 
Saturday morning. The boots were seen to be taken from the front of the shop by a girl 
named May Topping, who informed her mother and then told Mr. Clegg. 


Detective Carter said that when he saw the lad he took him home, and when questioned 
about the boots, he replied, "Yes, I did take them. I hid them upstairs, but I saw father 
cleaning the bedroom out. I then hid them on land off Woolman-road. I afterwards brought 
them back, and placed them in a box in a room downstairs." The boots were found in the 
box, and Supt. Derham said they were quite satisfied that the father knew nothing about the 
theft. 
The boy was bound over with the father to be of good behaviour for six months. 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 17" December 1915 (also Blackpool Gazette & Herald, same date) 

T. Clegg advertised for a clogger and boot repairer for his Central Drive shop in 1917. 


WANTED, a CLOGGER and BOOT REPAIRER, at once—T. Clegg, Central Drive, 
Blackpool. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 24" August 1917 (also 27" August 1917) 
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John Herbert Birtwistle Clegg survived the First World War, but he was discharged in 1919 with a 
disability. He died at 20 Montrose Avenue, Blackpool, in the following year. 


A Lancashire directory of 1924 listed David Alexander Clegg as being a Boot & Shoe Maker at 186 
Central Drive, Blackpool. Thomas Clegg would have been about seventy years old by then, and it 
seems possible that his son was running the Cleggs’ business in Blackpool. The directory describes 
Blackpool of the 1920s as follows. 


... The fashionable season is the autumn, when the visitors average from 250,000. The 
marine villas and various hotels, together with lodging houses, line the coast fronting the sea 
for upwards of 3 miles; close to the sea is a promenade with carriage drive, completed in 
1868-9, 3 miles in length, forming an esplanade along the coast, from which the promontory 
of Furness, the fells of Westmorland, the crags of Lancashire and the hills of Cumberland, 
and to the south the mountains of North Wales (60 miles away) are visible; to the north-west 
a good view of the Isle of Man, 63 miles away, is caught in clear weather. The promenade is 
over 4 miles in length, sea defence works protecting it for 3 miles ... 


The Electric Street Tramway, the property of the Corporation, which is worked on the 
overhead trolley system, was opened by the Mayor of Manchester in 1885, and extends from 
the North to the South shore, a distance of over three miles, and also along Lytham road and 
Station road, South shore. There is also a circular route running eastwards from the North 
pier and around Marton to the Central station or Victoria pier, and another route from Talbot 
square to Layton, via Talbot read and New road. The Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad 
Company's system extends from Talbot road to Fleetwood, a distance of 10 miles, having 
been opened July 14th, 1898; the chief offices are in West Caroline street. There is a service 
of electric tramcars running from the Central railway station via Central drive and South 
Shore railway station to St. Anne's and Lytham. ... 


The Blackpool Tower, the foundations of which were laid 1891-2, is constructed of iron, on 
the lines of the Eiffel Tower in Paris: it is supported on four legs, well braced together with 
the main girders, and also carrying the gallery round the circus, to which purpose the area at 
the base is devoted. The circus is capable of seating 4,000 people. On the next main girders 
the floor is placed, from which the elevators start to carry passengers to the top; this is 55 
feet from the ground, and is entirely covered in. There are also staircases, available for the 
public, which lead to a stage 85 feet from the ground and level with the top of the buildings 
surrounding the base of the tower, and affords a fine and extensive view. The highest point 
reached by the lifts is 380 feet above the ground. ... 


The area of the township of Blackpool is 7,812 acres, of which 1,909 acres are foreshore; 
rateable value, £660,432. The population in 1891 was 23,846; in 1901, 47,348; in 1911, 
58,371 and in 1921, 73,800. 
Lancashire directory 1924 (extract) 

Thomas Clegg’s youngest daughter Beatrice Agnes used to collect footwear for repair and deliver 


completed items with him. In 1930 they were in a serious motoring accident, which could have had 
tragic consequences. 
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BLACKPOOL VAN SOMERSAULTS. 
STAYS UPRIGHT. 
Father and Daughter's Wonderful Escape. 


A girl motor driver, Miss Beatrice Clegg, of Blackpool, and her father, who has a boot shop 
at 186, Central-drive, Blackpool, had a narrow escape from severe injury on Tuesday 
afternoon, when their van turned completely over at Hambleton. 


The accident took place on a bridge, and the van, crashing through the railings, went into the 
river below. 


By what appears to have been almost a miracle the van turned completely over and finished 
up on its four wheels. 


Otherwise both Miss Clegg and her father might have been drowned. 


As it was, they were not even wet, though the water is four feet or five feet deep near the 
bridge. 


FINISHED UPRIGHT. 
The van, by finishing its career upright, held them above the water. 


An eye witness said to a "Fleetwood Chronicle" reporter: "It was nothing short of a miracle. 
Miss Clegg was only hurt about the hands, and as for her father—you could not have told 
that anything had happened to him. 


Yet if the car had turned over again, they might have been trapped, and drowned." 


Miss Clegg was driving, and the only way in which she could explain the smash was 
something must have gone wrong with the steering gear. 


She was driving from Wardleys and crossing a bridge where there is a sharp bend—most 
local motorists know it—when the van suddenly dashed into the side of the road and went 
through the railings. 


Dr. Neild Faulkner was fortunately at a garage close by and was able to attend to Miss 
Clegg. Her father was unhurt. 


Miss Clegg’s hands were cut, and Dr. Faulkner stopped the bleeding, and bandaged the 
wounds. Her injuries were not severe. 


On inquiry at D. A. Clegg's boot and shoe stores, 186, Central-drive. Blackpool, the family 
knew little of the accident. 


Mr. David Clegg had left on hearing that a mishap had occurred. Mr. Thomas Clegg and 


Miss Beatrice Clegg were travelling in the Hambleton district on their usual round collecting 
and distributing repairs. 
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Fleetwood Chronicle, 23 May 1930 


Though the Cleggs had begun to make and sell boots and shoes in addition to clogs long before the 
end of the nineteenth century, demand for clogs had not died out completely. A New Zealand 
newspaper reported in 1934 that was still a steady demand for clogs for specific purposes. 
Unfortunately the clogger is not named, but it could have been one of the Clegg family. 


CLOGS STILL IN FAVOUR 
In this Year of Grace, 1934, there are women in Blackpool, Lancashire, who wear clogs! 
Neat little pairs are being made to fit a certain number of feminine feet there. But they are 
wor only for gardening or in the wash-house. Not even the poorest Blackpool woman 
would be seen out-o’-doors in clogs. 


One of Blackpool's few remaining “cloggers,” gives this information. It is since the war, he 
says, that clogs have gone out of fashion in Blackpool. 


“T don't make one pair where I made a dozen before the war. Even farm labourers like boots 
better. But some women with big families who do their own washing—or those who do a lot 
of gardening-—stick to their clogs.” 


New Zealand Herald, 26" May 1934 


In 1939, Thomas Clegg was living at 27 Whittaker Avenue, Blackpool. He gave his occupation as 
Clogger, even though he was about 85 years old. Perhaps he continued to meet the limited demand 
for clogs from Blackpool customers? 


Map of Whittaker Avenue, Blackpool, 1938 


David A. Clegg was a Boot & Shoe Repairer at 7 Sharow Grove, Blackpool, in 1939. This seems to 
have been his home address rather than his business premises. 


Page 167 


Blackpool 


David Alexander and Annie Clegg had a son, John Verdun Clegg, born in the Fylde district in 1916. 
He did not take up the Cleggs’ trade of making and mending footwear, whether clogs, boots or 
shoes. In 1939 he was a Certificated Accountant. He married Margaret Patricia Hardman in 
Blackpool in 1940. Unfortunately their time together was brief. He joined the Royal Air Force 
during the Second World War and was killed in action over Germany in 1941. 


Thomas Clegg died at 27 Whittaker Avenue, Layton, Blackpool, in 1943, aged about 89 years. 


The sale of a boot repair finishing machine was advertised by David Alexander Clegg in 1946. He 
was still trading at 186 Central Drive. 


SALE Boot Repair Finishing Machine; make, Whitfield, Hodgson and Brough.—D A Clegg, 
186, Central-drive, Blackpool. 


Lancashire Evening Post, 4" November 1946 


David Alexander was around 58 years old at this time. It seems likely that he continued in the 
footwear business for a few more years, but at present there are no records to confirm for how long 
he traded or at which premises. 


David Alexander Clegg died in Blackpool in 1983. By then he was about 94 years old, and his home 
address was 4 Layton Road, Blackpool. 


He was the last of the Cleggs involved in the footwear business in Blackpool. When he was born, 
there was still demand for clogs in Blackpool, but that diminished, so the Clegg family concentrated 
on making and repairing boots and shoes. In his later years, the only people wearing traditional 
clogs in Blackpool would have been North West Morris Dancers, such as any teams sent there by 
the Fylde Folk Festival from Fleetwood each year. 


Royal Lancashire 
Morris Dancers in 
Blackpool, 1984 


Sexe ¢ ” 


CANDY FLoss 
| POPCORN 
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Freckleton 


David Alexander Clegg (born Dungannon 1868, son of William Clegg (1831 — 1907), and grandson 
of Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879)) moved to Freckleton, Lancashire by 1911. The census of that year 
recorded that he was a Master Clogger, living at 5 Lower Road, Freckleton. 


The following directory entry gives an impression of Freckleton around the time David Alexander 
Clegg was living there. 


FRECKLETON is an extensive village and township in the parish, of Kirkham, pleasantly 
seated on the north bank of the Ribble, 2% miles south from Kirkham station on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire railway, 4% east-by-north from Lytham and west from Preston, 
and was formed into a separate parish, January 30, 1874, from Warton; it is in the Blackpool 
division of the county, Amounderness hundred, Fylde union, Kirkham petty sessional 
division and county court district, rural deanery of the Fylde, archdeaconry of Lancaster and 
diocese of Manchester. ... 


.. Rope and twine are made here, and there is a cotton mill, which is the main support of the 

people. There are a few small charities, producing £2 yearly. Henry Langton Birley esq. of 
Carr Hill, near Kirkham, is lord of the manor. The land is principally in the hands of small 
owners. The soil is sandy; subsoil, clay. The chief crops are wheat, oats and barley. The area 
is 2,201 acres of land, 6 of water, 67 of tidal water and 135 of foreshore; rateable value, 
£6,344; the population in 1901 was 1,239. 


Lancashire directory 1905 (extract) 


Though only a large village, Freckleton did have a cotton mill. Potential customers for Clegg’s 
clogs would have included mill workers and agricultural labourers. 


7DTOOk UCowage 


Map of Freckleton, Lancashire, 1909 


Page 169 


Conclusion 


Conclusion 


While preparing this history of the clog making Clegg family of Lancashire’s Fylde, I have been 
checking local history books on my own bookshelves to see what — if anything — had been written 
about them previously. 


Only a couple of books in my collection mention the Cleggs, and both were written by local 
historian Catherine Rothwell. In “Around Kirkham in Old Photographs” (1994) she included the 
photograph of the Town End stores which was my inspiration to write this book. Her caption is as 
follows. 


Clegg’s the cloggers of Town End also had shops in Fleetwood, Poulton and Thornton. A 
hundred years ago clogs were universal footwear. Even the wood for soles was specially 
chosen. Later Clegg’s premises became shoe shops as eventually the trade of clog making 
died out. 

(c) Catherine Rothwell, 1994 


Catherine Rothwell also included this photograph in “An Album of Thornton-Cleveleys” (1981). 


Courtesy of Lancashire County Council’s Red Rose Collections 
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In addition, Rothwell includes a photograph of one of the Clegg families of the Fylde, said to have 
been taken in 1886. The caption implies that the photograph is of Jonathan Clegg’s family, and that 
it includes his sons Noel and Arthur. Jonathan Clegg did not have a son called Noel, but Arthur had 
a son called Arthur Noel, born in 1907. It is more likely that the younger child in the photograph 
was Matthew Clegg, the youngest of Jonathan Clegg’s children. In my opinion, the photograph is of 
Jonathan and Mary Ann Clegg, with their children (in age order) Thomas, Ursula, Arthur, Clara, and 
Matthew, who were living in Fleetwood when it was taken. 


Rothwell refers to the Cleggs having had shops in Poulton, Fleetwood, and Kirkham, and suggests 
that the bench had “lain in one of the shops for over eighty years”. 


My research has confirmed that the Cleggs had shops in Kirkham, Poulton-le-Fylde, and Fleetwood, 
has identified that they had a strong presence in Blackpool, and also that some family members 
lived and worked in Lytham, Great Eccleston, and Freckleton. I have not found evidence of a Clegg 
shop in Thornton. Fleetwood in its early days was regarded as being a suburb of Thornton, and this 
is possibly a source of confusion. However, Adam Greenwood, husband of Elizabeth Clegg 
(daughter of Thomas Clegg (1814 — 1892)) did have a shop in Thornton, so the extended Clegg 
family did have a presence there. I also found that the Clegg family first made clogs in the Preston 
and Walton-le-Dale area, that some moved to Manchester, Liverpool, and the Furness district, and 
that members of the family went to live in Ireland and the United States. It is also possible that 
some of the Cleggs had business interests in Blackburn in the late 1850s and early 1860s, a time 
when they were dividing their time between Lancashire and Ireland, but more research would be 
needed to confirm this. 


I do not know whether the clogger’s bench was used by the Cleggs or Greenwoods in Thornton or 
Fleetwood. The same bench appears in two photographs on LCC’s Red Rose Collections website. 
The caption for the first suggests it was used in Poulton-le-Fylde. The caption for the second, which 
has clog soles and clog irons displayed on the bench, links the bench with Thornton Mill, Cleveleys. 
I assume that this means March Mill, where Bill and Yvonne Turton of Skelmersdale, who were 
clog makers, had a museum of clog making. It seems likely that the bench or photograph, or both, 
were on display in their museum in the mill. I visited the museum when performing there with 
Royal Lancashire Morris Dancers in the 1990s and only wish I had the time to have taken some 
photographs, which might have resolved this matter. 


I disagree with Catherine Rothwell on a couple of points. Though the wearing of clogs in 
Lancashire was widespread, I would not consider it to have been universal, even among the 
working classes in the nineteenth century. Most towns and large villages had their own clog makers, 
but they often had as many, if not more, boot and shoe makers. She is correct in stating the trade of 
clog making died out, but only if the statement is limited to the Fylde, because clog making still 
survives to the present day in a few parts of Britain. By the late twentieth century there were no clog 
makers in any of the Fylde towns, though clogs could be obtained from nearby Garstang and 
Preston. The Turtons had an occasional presence at Marsh Mill, and clog makers visited Fleetwood 
for the duration of the annual Fylde Folk Festival. Traditional clogs are still made in Britain at this 
point in the twenty-first century, but the days of being able to call in a clog shop to choose from 
ready-made clogs are largely over. Walkley Clogs in Yorkshire do have a workshop and shop which 
people can visit to buy or order clogs, and other cloggers supply clogs by mail order if customers 
cannot visit them or meet them at folk festivals. 
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Despite my quibbles about Catherine Rothwell’s descriptions of the photographs, I am grateful that 
she included them in her books. She has written many books about Lancashire, the Fylde in 
particular, and they are entertaining and educational. 


This 1955 article was published at a time when there were still clog makers is some towns and 
villages of the Fylde, but their long-term future in the trade was in doubt. 


VILLAGE CLOGGING IS A DYING CRAFT 


I WELL remember how disgusted I was when I had to leave of wearing clogs and put on 
shoes. Clogs were sturdy things and they were like old friends to a country lad. In the rough- 
and-tumble sort of life we lived those clogs were just the thing. 


The thrill of your life was to get a pair of "water-tights." They were special clogs that 
allowed you to splash through the puddles up to the fourth lace-hole without getting your 
feet wet. 

That was wonderful. 


But it was in winter-time that clogs really came into their own. when there was hard frost 
and the pits and ponds were frozen Over. 


The irons on the clog soles acted as skates. What fun you could have "scurring" over the ice 
on the pits! 


But fashions change. There are very few clogs worn by the village children today. But, say 
what you will, clogs are still the best wear for country children. The stout wooden soles 
stand up better to the mud and the damp. 


But, perhaps, our village clogger is not so pessimistic about the future. “I think you'll always 
be able to buy clogs in Lancashire.” And having lived in a mill town for a year or two I 
know something about their familiar patter on the pavements. 


But there is a difference, our village clogger insists, between town and country clogs. "When 
you buy a pair of clogs in town you buy a pair of clogs. I have to suit my customers." 


“For instance," he said. "If a lad looks a bit on the delicate side and his spindly legs don't 
look like pontooning around in a heavy pair of clogs, I makes ‘im a lighter pair. An' what 
about the chap with the bunion? You have to humour him a bit or you lose another 
customer.” 


The heap of clogs on the floor all looked alike to me, and they had this in common that they 
were coated with the thick, grey mud of the fields of the Fylde. 


But not all clogs are alike. Lightweight clogs are made by putting on a thinner wooden sole 


and cutting down the depth of the uppers. Country clogs are made from thick, stout leather 
so that if you can cut down the quantity you use you save a few ounces of weight. 
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The village clogger agrees that there are not so many clogs worn as there used to be. He will 
tell you that there was a time, that he can remember, when there was a clogger in every 
village. it isn't so now. 


“There's no no future in clogging, at least that's what my own lad said. He did make a start 
to serve his time but he soon gave up. ‘The job's too dry,’ he said.” 


So even the village clogger has his lament and it has much the same theme as most of the 
other village craftsmen, there is no future in his time-honoured trade. 


That's the trouble. There are no lads coming forward to link the trade or craft of this 
generation with the next. But it may be that the next generation will not wear clogs at all. In 
that case the clogger's tools of his trade will have to be preserved in the museum. 


"You make your own soles?" I asked as I looked at the pile of soles and the wooden blocks 
on the floor. 


“No, not so much these days, though that isn't to say that I can't. There are times when I 
have to, when I get a chap in with funny feet.” 


But in spite of everything village clogging is a dying craft. When the shutters go up at the 
little cabin there is no hope that there will be anyone to carry on the trade. 


The village clogger will join the long line of village craftsmen who belong to yesterday. It's 
a sad thought if you love the countryside. 


The only way to save him is to wear clogs and I know you won't do that. The price is too 
high—not for the clogs, but for the wearing. 


—"Rusticus" 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 18" November 1955 (extract) 


Many of the clog makers who continued in the trade into the late twentieth century, and in some 
cases to the present, found new custom for their clogs from the clog dancers and North West Morris 
dancers of the last few decades. Some also found that devotees of the band New Model Army liked 
to emulate their idols by wearing boot clogs to concerts. Cloggers created fancier clogs for the 
fashion-conscious to help make up for the reduction in demand for clogs for work purposes. 
However, work clogs continue to be made, and if the idea of clogs with military boot uppers 
appeals, such clogs are also available. The demand for clogs from these sources probably came too 
late for the Cleggs. Only a few clog makers benefited from that new demand, and I am not aware 
that any of the Cleggs were making clogs considered to be suitable for dancing around the time that 
new North West Morris teams were formed in Lancashire. 


If you see clogs in use in the towns or villages of the Fylde nowadays, they are likely to be on the 


feet of clog or Morris dancers. I have included photographs of dancers performing in Fylde towns in 
the relevant chapters. 
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Royal Preston Morris Dancers no doubt would return to the Fylde when an appropriate opportunity 
arises. The team has a website at https://royalpreston.weebly.com/ and a Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/Royal.Preston.Morris.Dancers 


There are two North West Morris teams based in the Fylde. 


Singleton Cloggers North West Mixed Morris Team have a website and a Facebook page as follows. 


Website - http://singletoncloggers.yolasite.com/ 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/SingletonCloggersUK 


Fylde Coast Cloggers have a website and Facebook page as follows. 


Website - http://www.fyldecoastcloggers.co.uk/index.htm 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/FyldeCoastCloggers 


For many years Fleetwood was the home of the annual Lancashire & Cheshire Clog Dance 
Competitions, as part of the Fylde Folk Festival, but these are now held in East Lancashire. 
Information about the competitions, including past winners, can be found as follows. 


Website - https://www.clogcomp.org.uk/?page_id=26 


Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Lancashire-Cheshire-Clog-Dance-Competitions- 
100291495164847 


I have concluded my research into the clog making Cleggs for the time being. I realise that it could 
be improved by the purchase of copy birth, marriage, and death certificates, and 1921 census pages, 
but I cannot justify incurring the expense when I have no way of recovering the cost. I have used 
various county and city directories for details of occupations and addresses, but only those available 
online or which I already had. Many libraries have copies of old directories relevant to their local 
area, and I am sure there are some which I have not seen which would have filled in some gaps. I 
have not been visiting libraries or archives while researching the Cleggs, and I hope that this does 
not mean that I have omitted anything of importance. 


If anyone has any source documents which contradict or improve on anything I have written, I 
would be pleased to see them so that I can improve my text. In particular, some Clegg children were 
born and died from the late 1850s into the 1860s, but I have not been able to trace details. Some 
records might confirm that the Cleggs had a presence in Blackburn for a few years at the same time 
as they were setting up businesses in Ireland. 


Despite the lack of some records, I have collated more information about the clog making Cleggs 
than had been published before. I have been learning while I have been researching, in particular 
finding free Irish records very useful, and I hope such records will help me to write a history of clog 
making — and possibly clog dancing — in Ireland in the future. 
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Appendix: Clegg Family Trees 


As the same first names were given to male children in the Clegg family time and time again, in 
particular Thomas, Henry, Jonathan, Matthew, and William, I have prepared extracts from Clegg 
family trees in the hope that they provide some clarity. 


In the following trees, I have included only those family members relevant to clog or boot making 
and repairing. The surnames of those known to have been clog or boot makers, for at least part of 
their working lives, are in CAPITALS. (Family members not involved in clog or boot making are 
not included in these trees, but are in those I prepared for my own research purposes.) Some years 
of birth are approximations, generally based on baptismal records or ages in later censuses. In some 
cases I do not know the year of death, hence the use of “?”. Walton or Walton-le-Dale was stated as 
the birthplace of several of the Cleggs, but it is possible that the specific birthplace was Bamber 
Bridge or Moon’s Mill (Higher Walton). 


I have started the trees for Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865) and Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) with their 
father Thomas Clegg (1761 - 1836). It is possible, or even probable, that he was a clog maker, and 
some of his descendants believe this to be the case, but I have not seen any evidence to prove it. 


Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865) and his descendants 


Thomas 
Clegg 
(Lancashire, 
1761 — 1836) 
& Betty 
| 
Henry Jonathan 
CLEGG CLEGG 
(Walton-le- (Walton-le- 
Dale, 1788-— + Dale, 1790 - 
1865) & 1879) & 
Ellen Elizabeth 
Cardwell Sharples 
| 
Piapblen James Henry 
(Preston CLEGG CLEGG 
1810 — 1881) + (Walton-le- + (Bamber 
& Esther Dale, 1812 — Bridge, 1825 
U 1853) — 1894) 
nsworth) 
Margaret 
_ Clegg 
ene (Cuerden, Thomas 
+ (Waltonte- + 1841 — 1891) CLEGG 
Dale. 1839 — & Thomas (Cuerden, 
1886) WILKINSON 1851 — 1889) 
(Preston, 
1841 — 1920) 
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Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865) was a clog maker in Walton-le-Dale and Preston. Three of his sons 
became clog or shoe makers. Thomas Clegg is discussed below. James Clegg (1812 — 1853) was a 
shoe maker in the Fishwick area of Preston. Henry Clegg (1825 — 1894) also worked in Preston, 
then moved to Liverpool, before emigrating to Utah in the United States of America. 


Thomas Clegg (1810 — 1881) established a clog making business in Belfast in the mid-1850s, at 
first also operating a business back in Lancashire. Three of his sons became clog makers — Henry 
(1834 — 1900), William (1839 — 1886), and Thomas (1851 — 1889). Daughter Alice married Joseph 
Connell, a clog maker, and they moved to Ireland; Margaret married Thomas Wilkinson, who 
managed one of Thomas Clegg’s clog shops in Belfast; and Mary Ann married Jonathan Clegg, a 
clog maker in Fleetwood. 


Two sons of Henry Clegg 
became clog makers — 
Thomas (1856 — 1916) and 
Joseph (1863 — 1917). 


Though Irish census 
records indicate that 
Joseph Clegg was born in 
County Antrim in 1863 (or 
1865), I have not found his 
birth record. 


Thomas 
CLEGG Joseph 
Teabibet CLEGG (Co. 


Antrim, 1863 


Bridge, 1856 ~ 1917) 


— 1916) 
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Sarah Ellen 
Connell 
(Belfast, 
CONNELL , 1873-1946) 
(Belfast, & Matthew 

1865 — 1940) CLEGG 

(Fleetwood, 
1881 — 1921) 


Thomas 
CONNELL Alfred 
(Walton-le- + 
Dale, 1861 — 
1937) 


Thomas Clegg’s daughter Alice (1836 — 1886) married Joseph Connell, a clog maker who might 
have learned the trade from the Cleggs. They started a family in Lancashire before moving to 
Belfast. As they lived close to Alice’s brother William Clegg, it seems likely that Joseph Connell 
worked in William’s clog making business rather than for his father-in-law Thomas Clegg. 


Alice and Joseph Connell had two sons who became clog makers — Thomas (1861 — 1937), and 
Alfred (1865 — 1940). Alfred Connell was probably the last member of the extended Clegg family 
to make clogs in Ireland. Sarah Ellen Connell married Matthew Clegg, a clog maker in Fleetwood. 


Mary Ann Clegg, also a daughter of Thomas Clegg (1810 — 1881) married Jonathan Clegg, who 
was born in Poulton-le-Fylde, but worked as a clog maker in Fleetwood. 


Three of Mary Ann and Jonathan Clegg’s sons became clog makers — Thomas (1871 — 1938), 
Arthur (1875 — 1954), and Matthew (1881 — 1921). 
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Arthur Matthew 
Thames CLEGG CLEGG 
CLEGG (Fleetwood, (Fleetwood, 
(Fleetwood + 1875-1954) + 1881 -— 1921) 
1871 — 1938) & Sophia & Sarah 
Annie Ellen 
Whalley Connell 
| 
Henry 
Whalley lp 
CLEGG 


(Poulton-le- + (Poulton-le- 
Fylde, 1905 does : - 
— 1952) 


Matthew Clegg married Sarah Ellen Connell, his Irish cousin, and they lived in Fleetwood, as did 
his brother Thomas. Arthur Clegg moved to Poulton-le-Fylde, where his sons Henry Whalley (1905 
— 1952) and Arthur Noel (1907 — 1968) became clog makers. Arthur Noel Clegg is stil lremembered 


by senior members of the community in Poulton-le-Fylde. 
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Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) and his descendants 


Thomas Clegg 
(Lancashire, 
1761 — 1836) & 
Betty 
| 
Jonathan 
Henry CLEGG CLEGG 
(Walton-le- (Walton-le- 
Dale,1788- + Dale, 1790- 
1865) & Ellen 1879) & 
Cardwell Elizabeth 
Sharples 
Thomas ‘William 
CLEGG Matthew Richard CLEGG David 
(Walton-le- CLEGG CLEGG _ (Kirkham, © CLEGG 
Dale, 1814 - (Kirkham, (Kirkham, 1830 — 1907) (Kirkham, 
1892) & 1822 — 1899) 1827 — 1858) ‘ & Agnes 1833 — 1907) 
Ellen Fare) Dodding 


Jonathan Clegg (1790 — 1879) was a clog maker in the Walton-le-Dale area before moving to 
Kirkham in the early 1820s. Five of his sons were clog makers — Thomas (1814 — 1892), Matthew 
(1822 — 1899), Richard (1827 — 1858), William (1830 — 1907), and David (1833 — 1907). David 
Clegg did not stay in the trade, but became an Independent Minister. 


Jonathan Clegg’s daughter Susanna married Robert Harrison, and their son Jonathan became a clog 
maker. Rachel Clegg married Joseph Greenwood, a clog maker, and they moved to Manchester. 


Thomas Clegg’s son Jonathan (1841 — 1914) 
Thomas married Mary Ann Clegg, granddaughter of 
Maloee cee Henry Clegg (1788 — 1865). Jonathan Clegg’s 
1814 - 1892) & family tree has already been presented with 
Ellen Fare) those of other descendants of Henry Clegg. 
| 
Elizabeth Thomas Clegg’s daughter Elizabeth married 
Jonathan Clegg 
CLEee (Poutonds- Adam Greenwood, a clog and boot maker of 
(Poulton-le- Fylde, 1844 — Fleetwood and Thornton-le-Fylde. None of 
Fylde, 1844 — 1931) & Adam ? 
1914) & Mary bis by eter Adam Greenwood’s sons became clog or boot 
Ann Clegg (Kirkham, makers. 
1842 — 1926) 
| 
Matthew 
Thomas nea CLEGG 
CLEGG 3 (Fleetwood, 
(Fleetwood, * (875— 1858) & * 4881 - 1921) & 
1871 — 1938) coed «) Sarah Ellen 
y Connell 
| 
Henry Whalley Arthur Noel 
CLEGG CLEGG 
(Poulton-le- + (Poulton-le- 
Fylde, 1905 — Fylde, 1907 — 
1952) 1968) 
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Susanna Clegg’s son Jonathan Harrison (1840 — 1930) became a 
clog maker in Kirkham before moving to Barrow-in-Furness and 
then Dalton-in-Furness. He returned to Kirkham, but then spent 
many years in Wesham “workhouse” before dying there in 1930. 


Jonathan and Mary Harrison’s son Jonathan (born 1866) also 
became a clog maker in Dalton-in-Furness, but later worked as 
an Iron miner. 


Rachel Clegg (Born 1825) married Joseph Greenwood (born 


1823). At first they lived Jonathan 
in Kirkham, but soon 
moved to Manchester. HARRISON 
(Kirkham, 
Their son Richard 1840 — 1930) 
Greenwood was also a 
clog maker in Manchester. = adng 
It is possible that Joseph 
Greenwood was related to | 
Adam _ Greenwood, the 
husband of Rachel J 
onathan 
Clegg’s niece Elizabeth 
(1844 — 1931), but I have HARRISON 
not attempted to prove (Barrow-in- 
any relationship. Furness, 
Richard 1866 — ?) 
GREENWOOD 
(Manchester, 
1850 — 1885) 


Jonathan Clegg’s son William (1830 — 1907) was a clog maker in Kirkham before moving to 
Dungannon in Ireland by the mid-1860s. Several years later he returned to Kirkham. 


Three of William Clegg’s sons became clog makers — Thomas Clegg (1854 — 1943), William Henry 
Clegg (1868 — 1938), and David Alexander Clegg (1870 — 1943). 
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William Clegg’s daughter Elizabeth (born 1856) married Thomas Rowan in Dungannon, and two of 
their sons went to Kirkham to become apprentice cloggers, working for their grandfather. 


ge William 

(Kirkham Henry David 
1856 - 2) & CLEGG Alexander 

Thomas + (Dungannon, + CLEGG 
Rowan (Co 1868 — 1938) (Dungannon, 

x : & Jane 1870 — 1943) 
rmagh, 1856 Boneon 
- ?) 


William John Herbert David 
Henry Birtwistle Alexander 
CLEGG + CLEGG + CLEGG 
(Blackpool, (Blackpool, (Blackpool, 
1881 - ?) 1887 — 1920) 1888 — 1983) 
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William Clegg’s son Thomas (1854 — 1943) set up in business in Blackpool by the late 1870s, and 
had a number of clog and boot stores there. His three sons followed him into the trade. Over the 
years they would have dropped clogs 


from their range to concentrate on = 
boot and shoe repairs. Elizabeth 
Clegg 
(Kirkham, 

Elizabeth Clegg, daughter of William, 1 856 ~ ?) & 
married Thomas Rowan iin Thomas 
Dungannon, and remained in Ireland 
when her father returned to Kirkham. Rowan (Co. 

Armagh, 1856 
Two of her sons became clogger = ?) 
apprentices in Kirkham, working for alt : 
her father. William David Rowan was | 
in Kirkham in 1891, and Alfred 
pone William David Alfred 
Neither of the Rowans stayed in the ROWAN + ROWAN (Co. 
trade. William David returned to (Dungannon, Tyrone, 1883 
Dungannon by the mid-1890s, and 1875 — 1954) = 1962) 
Alfred tumed to farming in 
Lancashire. 


William Henry 


CLEGG 

(Dungannon, 

1868 — 1938) & 

Jane Benson 

| 
William Richard 
cece, frestcleGs | cles 
(Kirkham, _ 1968) (Kirkham, 
1896 — 1974) 1909 — 1979) 


William Henry Clegg (1868 — 1938) was born in Dungannon, and became a clog maker after 
returning to Kirkham with his father William. In some records he was referred to as Henry Clegg. 
Three of his sons became clog or boot makers — William (1896 — 1974), Ernest (1902 — 1968), and 
Richard (1909 — 1979). 
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Further Reading 
(English language titles only) 


Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Aylesbury, 1984. Written by 
an active clog maker, who specialises in making clog soles the traditional 
way, with cloggers’ knives. Well-illustrated with black and white 
photographs, it includes a brief list of other clog makers. 


Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Botley, 2008. Republished 
by Shire Books, the 2008 edition no longer includes the list of other clog 
makers, but there is a list of museums to visit which have collections 
relevant to clog making. 


Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester, March 
1983. A directory of British clog makers identified as being active in the 
early 1980s, together with some no longer in the trade but who were 
known within recent memory. Useful illustrations of clog crimps 
(patterns in the leather uppers). 


Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester, May 
1983. An updated edition of the directory with additional illustrations. 
Both editions are available free of charge as PDF documents. See below 
for details of availability. 


Broughton, Alderman Thomas, History of the Clog & Patten Trade 
Accrington, c1899. Includes an essay by clogger James Butterworth of 
Manchester. Broughton’s booklet endorsed the Flemish weavers origins 
myth. It includes advertisements for businesses involved in the clog 
trade, including suppliers of clog blocks, leather, clasps, irons and tools. 


Clog Publicity Association, Clogs, Hebden Bridge, 1950s. An 
illustrated booklet for use by cloggers to promote clog wearing. Shows 
the clog styles available from many cloggers, and suggests where they 
should be worn. No publication date, but approximately 1950s. 
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Clyndes, Andrea, Sparking Clogs — A Brief History of Walkley Clogs, 
Todmorden, 1997. Illustrated with black and white photographs. The 
history of the Hebden Bridge clog sole works from John Maude, via 
Frank Walkley, to the new management of the 1990s. 


Colne Valley Museum, The Clog Maker — An illustrated account of 
Clog Making in Yorkshire and Lancashire around 1900, Golcar, undated. 
Illustrations show how a clogger would carve clog soles and make a pair 
of clogs. Still available from the museum. Check opening times online or 
via Facebook. 


de Boer-Olij, Tet, European Wooden Shoes — Their history and 
diversity, The Netherlands, 2002. Illustrated with colour and black and 
white photographs, and drawings, this hardback was published by a 
Dutch klompenmuseum. Wooden shoes from many European countries, 
including England, are discussed. 


Dendermonde, Max and Scholten, Herman, Wooden Shoes of 
Holland, The Netherlands, undated. Illustrated with colour photographs 
and line drawings, this booklet shows the making of Dutch klompen by 
traditional and modern methods. 


Dobson, Bob, Clattering Clogs, Blackpool, 1981. An informative and 
entertaining book, illustrated with black and white photographs. Includes 
lists of clog dance teachers and clog makers current at the time of 
publication. 


Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Clapham (Yorkshire), 1979. A well- 
researched and illustrated history of clog making, which rejects the old 
myth that Lancashire clogs were inspired by wooden shoes worn by 
Flemish weavers. 


Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Blackpool, 1993. An update to the 
1979 edition, which includes lists of the cloggers trading in the early 
1990s, clog dance teachers, and teams which performed in clogs, 
whether clog dancers, North West Morris dancers, or performers of other 
styles. A useful historical record. 
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Fallon, Sally and Lepp, Jane, The 1989 Clogmakers/Clogrepairers 
Directory, Cheshire, 1989. An updated version of the directory first 
compiled by Duncan Broomhead in 1983. By 1989 a number of cloggers 
listed by Broomhead in 1983 were no longer in business. 


Grew, Francis and de Neergaard Margrethe, Shoes and Pattens, 
Woodbridge, 2006. First published in 1988, this includes black and white 
photographs and drawings of pattens, believed to be the forerunners of 
wooden soled clogs. 


Hartley, Marie and Ingilby, Joan, Making Boots, Shoes & Clogs, 
Otley, 1997. Illustrated with old and contemporary black and white 
photographs of clog making, including the Nelsons of Settle, Yorkshire. 


Jackson, Michael L., Clog Makers to the Stars, Adlington (Lancashire), 
2021. The history of the clog-making Hallam family of Wigan, 
Lancashire, some of whom moved to London and produced clogs for the 
stars of the day. Free PDF. 


Jackson, Michael L., Lanky Yankees — Lancashire Clog Makers in 
Nineteenth Century United States, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. A brief 
account of two Lancashire clog makers who were in business in the USA 
in the 1880s, including a report of a gory clog fight. Free PDF. 


Jackson, Michael L., Memories of the Turtons of Skelmersdale, 
Lancashire — Celebrated Clog Makers, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. 
Memories of Bill, Yvonne, and Sandra Turton, probably the best-known 
clog makers in Lancashire in the late twentieth century. Illustrated with 
black and white photographs. Free PDF. 


Jackson, Michael L., The Miniature Marvels of Edward Rushton — 
Oswaldtwistle Clog Maker, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. A brief history 
of Oswaldtwistle clogger Edward Rushton, illustrated with colour 
photographs of miniature clogs he made and collected. Free PDF. 


Jenkins, J. Geraint, Clog Making (Woodworker magazine article), 
London, 1962. A short article explaining the use of cloggers’ knives to 
make clog soles. Illustrated with black and white photographs. 
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Lion Clog Works (Bolton) and Jackson, Michael L., Retail Clog 

1) Catalogue, Bolton 1920s. A catalogue of clogs made by the Lion Clog 
= Works, together with a history of clog makers in Church bank, Bolton. 
Available free of charge as a PDF. See below for details of availability. 


Wooden shoes Noorlander, H., Wooden shoes — their makers and their wearers, 
Arnhem, 1978. Illustrated with black and white photographs and 
drawings. Covers the history of wooden shoes in the Netherlands and 
other European countries, including England. 


Sommerfield, Adolf, History of footwear with wooden soles, Berlin, 
1940. A short illustrated history of pattens and clogs republished as a 
pamphlet by the Klompenmuseum in the Netherlands. In addition to 
European wooden shoes, footwear in Syria, Korea, and Japan is 
discussed. 


Vigeon, Evelyn, Clogs or Wooden Soled Shoes, Journal of the Costume 
Society, 1977. Black and white photographs and drawings. An excellent 
history of the development of clogs in Britain. Vigeon rejects the myth 
that clogs were inspired by the wooden shoes of Flemish weavers. 


Walkley, Frank, Clogs Were My Life, Lewes, 1998. Frank Walkley’s 
autobiography gives the history of his clog business into the 1980s, and 
gives an impression of the clog making trade at that time. Walkley is 
dismissive of ‘one man band’ rival clog makers. 


Williams, Launcelot, The Old Art of Clogging (Lancashire Life article), 
“ae Manchester, 1953. A short article about the display of clogger’s tools in 
the Castle Museum, York, and an explanation of how clogs were made 
entirely by hand, largely a lost art by the 1950s. 
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Titles by year of publication 


c1899 Broughton, Alderman Thomas, History of the Clog & Patten Trade 
Accrington. 


1940 Sommerfield, Adolf, History of footwear with wooden soles, Berlin. 


1950s Clog Publicity Association, Clogs, Hebden Bridge. 


1953 Williams, Launcelot, The Old Art of Clogging (Lancashire Life article), 
Manchester. 


1962 Jenkins, J. Geraint, Clog Making (Woodworker magazine article), London. 


1977 Vigeon, Evelyn, Clogs or Wooden Soled Shoes, Journal of the Costume 
Society. 


1978 Noorlander, H., Wooden shoes — their makers and their wearers, Arnhem 
1979 Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Clapham (Yorkshire). 

1981 Dobson, Bob, Clattering Clogs, Blackpool. 

1983 Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester. 

1984 Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Aylesbury. 


1989 Fallon, Sally and Lepp, Jane, The 1989 Clogmakers/Clogrepairers 
Directory, Cheshire. 


1993 Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Blackpool. 


1997 Clyndes, Andrea, Sparking Clogs — A Brief History of Walkley Clogs, 
Todmorden. 


1997 Hartley, Marie and Ingilby, Joan, Making Boots, Shoes & Clogs, Otley. 
1998 Walkley, Frank, Clogs Were My Life, Lewes. 


2002 de Boer, Tet, European Wooden Shoes — Their history and diversity, The 
Netherlands. 


2006 Grew, Francis and de Neergaard Margrethe, Shoes and Pattens, 
Woodbridge. 
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2008 Atkinson, Jeremy, Clogs and Clogmaking, Botley. 


2021 Jackson, Michael L., Memories of the Turtons of Skelmersdale, Lancashire — 
Celebrated Clog Makers, Adlington (Lancashire) 


2021 Jackson, Michael L., Clog Makers to the Stars, Adlington (Lancashire) 
2021 Jackson, Michael L., Lanky Yankees, Adlington (Lancashire) 


2021 Jackson, Michael L., The Miniature Marvels of Edward Rushton — 
Oswaldtwistle Clog Maker, Adlington (Lancashire) 


Undated 
Colne Valley Museum, The Clog Maker, Golcar, possibly 1990s. 


Dendermonde, Max and Scholten, Herman, Wooden Shoes of Holland, The 
Netherlands. 


Availability of free PDF editions 


A number of the publications are either out of copyright, or their authors have given 
permission for them to be distributed as PDFs. 


Some have been made available in Facebook groups, but only for downloading by 
group members. Copies can be made available on request by e-mail. Please submit a 
request via the Facebook page of Seven Stars Sword and Step Dancers, which is 
found at 


https://www.facebook.com/7StarsSwordandStep 


This page currently has links to hundreds of Google Photos albums of photographs of 
clogs, and images of clog-related documents. ‘Like’ the page to see notifications of 
new material added to it. 


Titles which are distributed as free PDFs have also been converted to JPGs of the 
pages and are stored in Google Photos albums. The following Pinterest board has 
links to the albums: 


https://www.pinterest.co.uk/michaeljackson4307/books-clogs-clogmaking/ 


You can download the JPGs and convert them to a PDF yourself using free online 
tools such as those on this website: https://jpg2pdf.com/ 
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Other Titles by Michael L. Jackson 
(Books not listed with titles about clogs and clog making) 


Jackson, Michael L., A Brief History of Donkey Stones, Adlington 
(Lancashire), 2021. Rubbing stones used to whiten doorsteps and 
window sills were often called “donkey stones” after Read’s Donkey 
Brand products. This book looks at the history of the Reads of 
Manchester, and other rubbing stone makers. 


Jackson, Michael L., Happy Fanny Fields, Adlington (Lancashire), 
2021. A brief biography of American comedienne, singer, and clog 
dancer Miss Fanny Fields, generally known as “Happy”. She 
performed in Britain and Ireland from 1901 to 1913, often 
performing as a Dutch character wearing clogs. In 1913 she returned 
to America to marry, and retired from the stage. An updated edition 
of this volume is in preparation it will discuss Fields’ predecessors, 
rivals, and successors, and the history of Dutch impersonation. 


iis Wer ris Jackson, Michael L., What Did The Flemish Weavers Ever Do For 
een US?, Adlington (Lancashire, 2021. For nearly 200 years it has been 
claimed that Flemish weavers settled in Lancashire, sometimes 
specifically Bolton, in 1337, and introduced innovations such as the 
wearing of wooden shoes. The claim is still made on some websites. 
This book investigates the origins of the story, and considers the 
evidence for it. 


Michael L, Jackson 
dlingion, Lancashi 


These titles are all available as free PDFs. They have been posted in Facebook 
groups, and have been provided to relevant libraries and archives. 
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